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Dear Parents 
 

We were all thrilled for Madeline H (Grade 4) who produced a personal best in the Victorian Championships to claim a silver 

medal.  Maddy was very excited to take her place on the victory dais in front of her very proud parents.  Her Mum, Dora, won a 

Gold Medal (State Championships) in her Grade 6 year at Donburn. 
 

Congratulations to Cathy and Peter Yoannidis on the safe arrival of Vanessa, little sister for Joey (Grade 6), Jimmy and Phillip.  Our 

first enrolment for 2013?! 
 

Good luck to the following students who represented Donburn at the Manningham Public Speaking Festival held at Warrandyte  

Primary School today.  Level 1- Margaret P (Prep T), Level 2 - Christopher L (2M), Level 3- Lara M (3/4H), Level 4 - Gillian B(5B). 

 

Thank you to all the hard working parents, staff and students who participated in our recent working bee.  The school  is presenting 

in excellent condition and once the large supply of mulch is distributed around the garden our ñmust doò list will be just about  

completed.  Thanks to Brett Hughes-Gage (Alexander Prep T) for organising such a successful activity. 
 

Friday 28 November 2008 will be a Curriculum Day focussing on our numeracy program.  We will be working with Michael Ymer.  

Michael is an experienced teacher who has been involved in many state initiatives with Mathematics and brings to his presentation 

an understanding of what does and doesnôt work in our classrooms. 
 

Today I represented the school in a ceremony hosted by the Minister for Education to recognise that our school has achieved the  

accreditation standard for Performance and Development Culture.  The criteria include: 

¶ Induction for teachers new to the school. 

¶ Use of multiple sources of feedback on teacher effectiveness for individual teachers and teams of teachers. 

¶ Customised individual teacher development plans based on individual development needs, student learning and school  

 priorities. 

¶ Quality professional development to meet individual development needs. 

¶ A collective belief by staff that the school culture is supportive of individual professional growth and development. 

The Education Department believes that creating and sustaining a Performance and Development Culture will have significant  

benefits for schools including: 

¶ Improved student outcomes by identifying areas for the improvement of individual teacherôs professional practice and  

 providing targeted professional development to address these areas. 

¶ The creation of a more enriching, supportive and motivating environment for staff. 

             Regards, Kevin Sertori  -  Principal 

19 November 2008 
Friday  21 November  Prep Transition 2 pm 

Tuesday 25 November  Chomp ón Chew - Free Dress ñSummerò 

Thursday 27 November  2009 Prep Parents Information Evening 7.30 pm 

Friday   28 November  Curriculum Day, Student Free Day 

Friday  5 December  Prep Transition 2 pm 

Monday 8 December  School Council 7.30 pm 

Tuesday 9 December  Year 7 Transition 

Tuesday 9 December  Christmas Stall 

Wednesday 10 December  P & F Meeting 7.30 pm 

Thursday 11 December  Church Service ñThe Edgeò 9.15 am 

     Parent Helpers Morning Tea 11 am 

Friday  12 December  Christmas Concert 6.15 pm 

Wednesday 17 December  Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday  19 December  End of Term Assembly, 1.30 pm Dismissal 

2009 

Wednesday 28 January  Teachers Resume 

Monday 2 February  Students Resume 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING THEM SAFE ON THE INTERNET 
 
 
Our children use computers at school and, if you have the internet at home, they may 
even have favourite sites bookmarked. The internet is an open environment. Anyone 
can stumble across dodgy content, like pornography, or talk to a stranger in a chat 
room. These are things that children are protected from in the real world. The only way 
to really protect them on the internet is to supervise them at all times.  
 
Teaching them about how other people use the internet can also help: 
 
¶ Explain what chat rooms are for so they will understand that people online may 

pretend to be someone different. 
 
¶ You may want to make a rule about only entering a chat room if they have 

checked with you first. 
 
¶ Teach them how to leave a chat room if someone says something upsetting. 
 
¶ You can also teach them to turn the screen off and tell you if something appears 

onscreen that upsets them. Let them know that itôs not their fault that things       
appear there for no reason. 

 
 
For more safety tips go to the website below: 
NetAlert - A parentsô guide to internet safety 
http://www.netalert.gov.au/advice/publications/gui  
 
 
 
Julie Hoskin 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 



 

 

This term Grades 3 and 4 have been working on a special integrated unit of work on  

  ôIl Sistema Solareõ 
Days of the week 

 

lunedi  ̀
 

martedi ̀
 

mercoledi ̀
 

giovedi  ̀
 

venerdi ̀
 

sabato 
 

domenica 

  Can you  

notice                         

some really  

interesting  

correlations between 

the names of the 

planets and the days 

of the week? 

Months 
 

gennaio 
 

febraio 
 

marzo 
 

aprile 
 

maggio 
 

giugno 
 

luglio 

 

agosto 
 

settembre 
 

ottobre 
 

novembre 
 

dicembre 
 

QUIZ  
1. Which planet was named after the Roman god of war? 

2. Which planet was named after the Roman god of the sea? 

3. Which planet was named after the Roman goddess of love 

and beauty? 

4. Who were the months of July and August named after? 

5. What numbers can you see in settembre, ottobre, novembre 

and dicembre? 

6. How many months were there in the old Roman calendar? 

7. Which Roman god was January named after? 

8. Which Roman god was the month marzo named after? 

What do these 
words have in 

common?  

                      

terrace 

territory 

terracotta 

subterranean 

Mediterranean 

extraterrestrial 

terrestrial 

terrarium 

terrain 

Il sole e` una stella.  
Il sole e` nel centro del Sistema Solare.  
Il nostro pianeta e` la Terra.  
La Terra e` il terzo pianeta vicino al sole.  
Giove e` il pianeta piu` grande.  
La Luna non e` un pianeta.  
La Luna non e` una stella.  
La Luna e` un satellite.  

      éé. and now for some READING  

     
    We hope 

 you enjoyed 

   our Italian 

        page. 

If you have any questions about this 

page, please refer to Rosanna Bagnato. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSH CARE NEWS 

Itôs so lovely to see our children enjoying themselves so much when coming to after-care. Toni 

(Active Sports) is proving to be very popular again. This time doing Yoga and playing some 

wacky dance games. Weôre so lucky to have a mix of children who are so kind and caring  

towards each other. It makes for a very happy fun place to be. 

 

We are starting some Christmas activities. These will be a variety of crafts from, card making to 

Christmas-balls, brooches, fancy pencils and lots more. We still have five weeks to go and lots 

to do. 

 

*Our next four weeks are as follows. 

November/December  

Date Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

17/11ð21/11 

Play-dough 

week 

 

Plastersine 

 

Fimo 

 

Yoga with  

Toni 

 

Multi -skills 

with Chris 

Movie 

Craft/Sport, 

Games 

24/11ð28/11 

Construction 

week 

 

Cubby  

building 

 

Lego/Duplo 

construction 

 

Yoga with  

Toni 

Multi -skills with 

Chris 

C/D 

(Pupil-free 

day) 

1/12ð5/12 

Games week 

 

Board games 

 

Party games 

 

Yoga with  

Toni 

Multi -skills with 

Chris 

Movie 

Craft/sport,  

games 

8/12ð12/12 

Paper craft 

 

Paper pop-ups 

 

Paper planes 

 

Yoga with  

Toni 

Multi -skills  

with Chris 

Movie 

Craft/Sport,  

games 

The next lot of accounts will be sent home Monday the 23rd of November. 

*A very big THANK-YOU to the Staples family (Joel and Thomas in Prep) for their wonderful and very  

generous donation of a large 3 in 1 activity table. The children really do appreciate it and they send a big  

THANK-YOU too!  

 

*Donôt forget that Friday the 28th of November is a Curriculum Day (Pupil-Free day) and childcare is available 

if needed. Your child must be Registered with this Service and you must book your child in by Wednesday the 

26th of November. Forms are available at OSHC. 

 

*Please remember that all accounts must be finalized by the end of this term. It is most important that this occurs 

as a new method of Childcare Benefit will be operating from the start of next year called Child Care  

Management Systems. 

KEEP SMILING AND BE HAPPY! 

 

Your Friendly OSHCare Team 

Sharon, Cheryl, Josephine, Anne and Rosita. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   to our ñStudents of the Weekò 
 
Week Ending 7 November 2008  
Jonathan W Prep R for all the effort he is putting into his work, especially his reading. 
Tarni B Prep T for all the hard work she puts into everything she does. 
Terence M Prep Th for the wonderful effort you have been putting into all your work, especially your  
    reading.  Well done! 
Michelle W 1D  for trying so hard in your first week at Donburn Primary School. 
Dana L 1P  for being a kind and caring friend to new students. 
Chris B 2M  for always having a happy smile and trying his best. 
Emily M 2S  for writing a fantastic journal entry. 
Jessica A 3/4B  for the commitment, enthusiasm and enjoyment she has displayed during rehearsals for 

   our assembly item this week. 
Dion M 3/4H  for his enthusiasm and keen participation in the class assembly item. 
Jaymes A 3/4H  for his enthusiasm and keen participation in the class assembly item. 
Seb T 3/4V  for always giving 100% to all tasks and being willing to accept new challenges. 
Rachel L 5B  for an excellent final draft to her ñMost Amazing Machineò story. 
Alex F 5B  for excellence in Mathletics and times tables. 
Breanna K 5/6F  for her fantastic efforts and progress in reading and the positive attitude she displays 

   working enthusiastically with Rosita.  Well done Breanna!  
Stuart Y 5/6F  for displaying outstanding school spirit yesterday during the ñEt Target Throwò at the 

   Grade 6 stall!  Great effort Stuart! 
Gareth P 6H  for his descriptive story about an Amazing Machine and for his talent in making balloon 

   animals at the Grade Six stall. 
 
Week Ending 14 November 2008  
Kirsten M Prep R for always looking after your friends ï you are always so thoughtful.  Well done. 
Grade A Prep T for the effort she puts into everything she does. 
Jonathan G Prep Th for the fantastic effort you put into all your class work, especially your reading and  
    writing.  Well done! 
Joanna C 1D  for her fantastic writing about her trip to Malaysia. 
Annelise A 1P  for excellent work on Mathletics.  Congratulations on earning 10 certificates. 
Gabby P 1P  for her fantastic reading.  Well done on reading over 150 books this year. 
James M 2M  for trying his best at reading and writing time. 
Ayce T 2S  for writing a fantastic character description. 
Tom A 3/4B  for the confidence and maturity he displayed in the preparation and delivery of his  
    excellent talk on ñRules in Parksò. 
Zoe T 3/4H  for her excellent speech ñThere shouldnôt be any rules in parksò. 
Adam C 3/4H  for his excellent speech on ñThere shouldnôt be any rules in parksò. 
Olivia S 3/4V  for her excellent speech ñThere shouldnôt be any rules in parksò. 
Kaylee V 5B  for a great effort in Mathletics! 
Arian D 5/6F  for his wonderful dancing and singing performance in the talent show and assembly last 

   week.  Well done Arian! 
Dana M 6H  for her results in her Maths today and for doing a great job at the Grade 6 lolly hunt 

   making it such a success. 
Noorah B 6H  for her excellent work and for always having a positive work ethic.  Also for her  
    leadership and organisation of the Food stall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS  
Thank you to everyone for supporting 
the Bookfair.  It is such a great  
fundraiser for our library.  Thanks to 
your generous support our library has 
$700 worth of new books! 
     CarmelJ 

BE ñSUNSMARTò! 
 

A reminder to all students 

that hats are to be worn 

whilst outside during Term 4. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    Hello everyone!  
 
 
 
Prep Transition  
Thank you to the 2008 Prep parents for ñmeeting and greetingò and supplying delicious food for the Prep  
Transition afternoon tea!  Your support in welcoming the 2009 Prep parents to Donburn was greatly  
appreciated. 
 
Chomp ónô chew 
Our next Chomp ónô Chew will be held on Tuesday 25 November with a summer theme for free dress.  An order 
form is attached to this Newsletter. 
 
Christmas Stall  
Our Christmas stall will be held on Tuesday 9 December (see flyer attached). 
 
 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10 December  at 7.30 pm in the staffroom.  Please come and join 
us. 

         Cathy King ï President (0419 519 160)  

HELP NEEDED FOR FOOD HAMPERS!  
We have had a great start to our food collection.   

See it displayed in the cabinet opposite the office.   
Can we fill the cabinet?!  

Yes ~ we CAN and we will make a difference J   

Over the years Donburn has been involved in a special program to assist families going through difficult times 
at Christmas.  Food hampers have been distributed to needy people in our community.  To assist with this pro-
gram we are asking students to bring to school some of the following items and leave them with their class 
teacher - thank you!  
Coffee    Sweet Biscuits   Dry Biscuits   Sugar (1 kg) 
Pasta Sauce   Rice     Milo    Jam 
Honey    Vegemite    Peanut Butter  Cereal 
Tin Spaghetti   Processed Cheese   Tinned Tomatoes  Tin Fish 
Tomato Sauce   Pasta     Baked Beans  Cordial 
Long Life Milk   Cooking Oil    School Snacks  Soup 
Flour, S.R. (1 kg)   Flour, Plain (1 kg)   Cake Mix   Laundry powder 
Dish Washing Detergent Toilet Soap    Tooth Paste   Shampoo 
Conditioner    Cling Wrap    Foil    Bleach 
Tin Fruit    Tin Stews     
Fruit Juice (small, boxes, pop-tops)     Instant Meals (all types, packets and tins) 

STUDENT BANKING ! 
Please hand your deposit money and  
passbook to your teacher for processing 
each Wednesday morning.    If you wish to 
open an account, kits are available from 
the front office or via any Commonwealth 
Bank branch.  Thank you for your support 
of this service.  
       

Doncaster East Pre -School  
currently has a couple of vacancies available at their 
Montgomery Street campus for 2009.  The kinder has 
caring and professional staff that are committed to 
providing a fun and interactive learning environment 
for your children.  If you would like further information 
about the kinder, or to arrange a visit, please contact 
Fiona on 9842 1409. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS ðEND OF YEAR CHILDRENôS BOOK SALE 
9-11 Northern Road, West Heidelberg.   Enquiries 1800 024 840 email:  bookfairs@scholastic.com.au 
Thursday 4 & Friday 5 December  9 am ð6 pm, Saturday 6 December 9.00 am ð1.00 pm 
All stock discounted up to 90%!  Childrenôs favourites from 2 for $1.00! Great gift ideas!  


