
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    

Website:   www.donburn.vic.edu.au 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Last Thursday evening we hosted our ñ2009 Prep parents Information eveningò.  This was a very successful event and we enjoyed 

meeting the many new families who will join our school community in 2009.  On Friday 13 February we will hold our annual ñPrep 

Welcomeò Twilight picnic.  This will be held on the school oval and it is always one of the highlights of our school year.  

 

A special thank you to all the community members who presented so enthusiastically at our Information meeting.  Our school  

captains both presented confident speeches about the strengths of our school.  Well done Sam and Brad! 

 

The staff enjoyed a very productive day at Fridayôs curriculum day with our focus on our Maths curriculum.  This was the first time 

we had engaged Michael Ymer and he certainly is a very enthusiastic mathematics consultant and he provided us with a range of 

approaches which will greatly enrich our Maths program.  We have asked Michael to address our parent community on Tuesday 

evening 3 March 2009.  Please note this activity in your 2009 diary.  Michael will talk on the following issues - 

¶ What is my child learning in mathematics? 

¶ How can I help my child become an efficient problem solver? 

¶ How do children best learn mathematics? 

¶ How can parents promote quality thinking and learning? 

¶ How can I help my child in Mathematics? 

¶ What is the focus and importance of mathematics homework? 

 

One of the very important factors in student learning is ñtime on taskò.  Some students miss out on incredible 

learning opportunities by being consistently late or missing lots of school days - please help your child by  

ensuring that they are well rested and ready for school by 9 am every single day! 

 

Perhaps something for the New Yearôs resolution list?? 

 

 

Regards 

 

Kevin Sertori, Principal 

 

3 December 2008 
Friday  5 December  Prep Transition 2 pm 

     Items for food hamper required today 

Monday 8 December  Christmas Stall Grades 5 & 6 

     School Council 7.30 pm 

Tuesday 9 December  Year 7 Transition 

     Christmas Stall Grades Prep - 4 

Wednesday 10 December  P & F Meeting 7.30 pm 

Thursday 11 December  Church Service ñThe Edgeò 9.15 am 

     Parent Helpers Morning Tea 11 am 

Friday  12 December  Christmas Concert 6.15 pm 

Wednesday 17 December  Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday  19 December  End of Term Assembly, 1.30 pm Dismissal 

2009 

Friday  30 January  Book Collection Day 

Monday 2 February  Students Resume 

     Swimming Commences Grades 1 to 6 

Friday  13 February  Gymbus 6.15 pm (New Prep Families) 

Tuesday 3 March  Parent Maths Evening 

Friday  13 March  School Photographs 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

 

 

 

Thinking  

Skills  

 

Along with understanding, it is important that children learn skills as well as knowledge. Our 
world and the world of the future demand that all students are supported to become effective 
and skilful thinkers. Thinking validates existing knowledge and enables individuals to create new 
knowledge and to build ideas and make connections between them. 
 
It entails reasoning and inquiry together with processing and evaluating information. It enables 
the exploration of perceptions and possibilities. It also involves the capacity to plan, monitor and      
evaluate oneôs own thinking, and refine and transform ideas and beliefs. Students need          
challenging tasks, which stimulate, encourage and support skilful and effective thinking. 
 

Standards in the Thinking Processes domain are organized in three dimensions:  
¶ Reasoning, processing and inquiry 
¶ Creativity 
¶ Reflection, evaluation and metacognition. 
 

 

Reasoning, processing and inquiry  
The reasoning, processing and inquiry dimension encompasses the knowledge, skills and        
behaviours required to enable students to inquire into the world around them, and to use critical 
thinking to analyse and evaluate information they encounter. Students learn to assemble and 
question information and develop opinions based on informed judgments. They also develop 
the capacity to transform information into coherent knowledge structures. 
 
 

Creativity  
The capacity to think creatively is a central component of being able to solve problems and be 
innovative. In the Creativity dimension, students learn to seek innovative alternatives and use 
their imagination to generate possibilities. They learn to take risks with their thinking  and make 
new connections. 
 
 

Reflection, evaluation and metacognition  
Learning is enhanced when individuals develop the capacity to reflect on, and refine their  
existing ideas and beliefs. In the Reflection, evaluation and metacognition dimension students 
learn to reflect on what they know and develop awareness that there is more to know. They 
learn to question their perspectives and those of others. They evaluate the validity of their own 
and othersô ideas. They also develop their metacognition skills in planning, monitoring and 
evaluating their own thinking processes and strategies. 
 
 
Julie Hoskin 
Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   to our ñStudents of the 
Weekò 
 
Week Ending 21 November 2008  
Thomas H  Prep T for the way he always shares with his friends and for his fantastic attitude. 
Ethan B  Prep R for the great effort you put into all your work, especially your reading. 
Jayden S  Prep Th for the wonderful way you settled back into your class work after your fantastic holiday  
     to Hong King.  Well done! 
Sally C  1D  for concentrating hard and doing her best story writing. 
Jessica L  1P  for fantastic reading both at home and at school all year.  Well done Jessica. 
Helen E  1P  for the persistence she put into making and decorating her symmetrical tree. 
Jason P  2M  for fabulous expressive poetry reading!  Well done! 
John Y  2S  for writing a beautiful óSenseô poem. 
Chloe R  3/4B  for being such a helpful and caring member of our class family and for the meticulous  
     presentation of all her work. 
Qu L   3/4H  for working conscientiously in class and being a great friend. 
David C  3/4H  for working conscientiously in class and being a great friend. 
Saraid T  3/4V  for writing a magnificent and emotive recount titled ñWhat happened that nightò. 
Grant L  5B  for a fantastic effort in translating the music for the assembly item. 
Jacinta M  5/6F  for her terrific work ethic and for always volunteering great comments in discussion.   
     Fantastic work Jacinta! 
Michelle P  6H  for her maturity in handling difficult situations and for her dedication to all her class   
     work. 
Jake L  6H  for his excellent work ethic in completing all set tasks and being an enthusiastic Grade 6   
     student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE ñSUNSMARTò! 
 

A reminder to all students 

that hats are to be worn 

whilst outside during  

Term 4. 

LIBRARY NEWS  
Please check the shelves, underbeds, behind the 
fridge!  There are still many outstanding books.   
 
All books must be returned by MONDAY 8 December 2008!   

 

           Thanks, Carmel J 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS!  
Sunday 21 December 2008  

Edge Church, Cnr Blackburn and Woodhouse Road  
Doncaster East  

5 pm Family Fun!  

¶ Face Painting  

¶ Jumping Castle  

¶ Free Sausage Sizzle  

¶ Reptile Zoo  

¶ Candy floss  

¶ Fun Competitions  

6.15 pm Christmas Carols  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P & F Happenings!  
Hello everyone!  
 
Chomp ónô Chew 
Thank you to Gaynor Williams and her helpers for another successful Chomp ónô Chew last Tuesday.  Gaynor puts 
a great deal of time and effort into organising each Chomp ónô Chew for our students so ~ 

ñThank you Gaynor very muchò!! JJ 
 
Christmas Stall  
Our Christmas stall will be held on Monday and Tuesday, 8th & 9th of December.  Grades 5 & 6 
will be able to buy presents on Monday (due to Grade 6 Transition on Tuesday 9th.  Grades 
Prep to Grade 4 will be able to buy presents on Tuesday 9th December.  Please donôt forget to 
bring a plastic bag, wrapping paper, sticky tape, present labels, money and a list of people to 
buy presents for.  We have some fantastic items this yearðso donôt forget! 
 

Graduation Dinner  
Grade 6 Graduation dinner is on Wednesday 17th December.  Please see the notice on todayôs 
Newsletter regarding parent helpers prior, on the evening, and the day after, graduation dinner.  
Any time you can spare to help towards the running of this night would be greatly appreciated, 
even if just to help put dishes away in the canteen the next day!! 

 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10 December  at 7.30 pm in the staffroom.  See you there. 
 

         Cathy King ï President  

HELP NEEDED FOR FOOD HAMPERS!  
We have a wonderful collection of food items for our  

hamper ~  the cabinet is almost full!  
You have until Monday 8 December 2008 to bring in some 

items ~ please donôt forget  
  

Over the years Donburn has been involved in a special program to assist families going through difficult times 
at Christmas.  Food hampers have been distributed to needy people in our community.  To assist with this pro-
gram we are asking students to bring to school some of the following items and leave them with their class 
teacher - thank you!  
Coffee    Sweet Biscuits   Dry Biscuits   Sugar (1 kg) 
Pasta Sauce   Rice     Milo    Jam 
Honey    Vegemite    Peanut Butter  Cereal 
Tin Spaghetti   Processed Cheese   Tinned Tomatoes  Tin Fish 
Tomato Sauce   Pasta     Baked Beans  Cordial 
Long Life Milk   Cooking Oil    School Snacks  Soup 
Flour, S.R. (1 kg)   Flour, Plain (1 kg)   Cake Mix   Laundry powder 
Dish Washing Detergent Toilet Soap    Tooth Paste   Shampoo 
Conditioner    Cling Wrap    Foil    Bleach 
Tin Fruit    Tin Stews     

Doncaster East Pre -School  
currently has a couple of vacancies available at their Montgomery Street 
campus for 2009.  The kinder has caring and professional staff that are  
committed to providing a fun and interactive learning environment for your 
children.  If you would like further information about the kinder, or to arrange 
a visit, please contact Fiona on 9842 1409. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS ðEND OF YEAR CHILDRENôS BOOK SALE 
9-11 Northern Road, West Heidelberg.   Enquiries 1800 024 840 email:  bookfairs@scholastic.com.au 
Thursday 4 & Friday 5 December  9 am ð6 pm, Saturday 6 December 9.00 am ð1.00 pm 
All stock discounted up to 90%!  Childrenôs favourites from 2 for $1.00! Great gift ideas!  


