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Dear Parents 

 

We are currently undertaking a School Review as part of the ñAccountability and Improvement Frameworkò for Victorian  

Government Schools. 
 

At the centre of the Framework is a set of questions that assists us to focus evaluation and planning processes on improved  

outcomes for all students: 

1. What outcomes are we trying to achieve for our students?  (desired outcomes) 

2. What outcomes has the school achieved to date?  (current outcomes) 

3. What do we have to do to achieve the outcomes we want?  (strategies) 

4. How will we manage our resources to achieve these outcomes? (resourcing) 

5. How will we know whether we are achieving these outcomes?  (targets) 

 

We have undertaken a Self-evaluation process reflecting on student outcomes in light of our goals, targets and key improvement 

strategies from the previous planning cycle. 
 

Tomorrow we will be engaged in a School Review Day involving Libby Mackie (School Council President), Lesley Kliene 

(External Reviewer), Theresa Bossio (External Observer), Lisa Black (Regional Office), Kevin Sertori, Julie Hoskin and Lynette 

Hookey.  Lesley Kliene will provide advice on improvement strategies that will help shape the schoolôs strategic plan.  During the 

review, the reviewer analyses the schoolôs performance data, the schoolôs self-evaluation and additional information to formulate 

recommendations for the school via a review report.  Lesley will meet with staff and School Council on July 20th. 
 

Our 83 students arrived home safely on Friday June 5th from the 5 and 6 camp held at Forest Lodge, Yarram.  After the five very 

busy days all students were happy to be reunited with their families.  Special thanks to Mick Bourke for coordinating this wonderful 

adventure.  Thanks for our very dedicated staff and fantastic parents who gave so generously of their time throughout the week - 

Mick Bourke, Robyn Fraser, Lynette Hookey, Rebecca McDonald, Kevin Sertori, Norm Salter, Bob Hook, Rosita Scott, Penny Hill, 

Geoff Vass, Michelle Kloboucnik, Luke Plancke, Hilary Pywell, Peter Young, Kerry Brown, Katie Hamilton, Mary Riccioni, and 

Tom Sammann. 
 

The 2010 Grade 5/6 camp will be held at ñThe Briars Outdoor Education Campò, Mt Martha from 15-19 March.   
 

As this will be the last Newsletter for this Term, I thank all members of the Donburn Community for working productively during 

our very busy Term 2.  Next term there will be some staff taking leave and I wish them well! 

¶ Chris Taylor  Leave for Term 3  (replacement Beth McInnes) 

¶ Anne Valkenburg First 3 weeks of Term (replacement Norm Salter) 

¶ Lynne Breadmore First 2 weeks of Term  
 

With funding from the Federal Government we have installed a water tank on the asphalt area near the Principalôs office.  This    

water will be used to flush the students toilets and I thank Julie Hoskin for coordinating the installation of this new resource.  Bring 

on the rain! 
 

Regards 

Kevin Sertori  -  Principal 

17 June 2009 
Wednesday  17 June  P & F Meeting 7.30 pm 

Friday   19 June  P & F Wine and Cheese Night 8 pm 

Monday  22 June  School Council 7.30 pm 

Friday   26 June  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm Dismissal 2.30 pm 

Term 3 

Monday  13 July  School Resumes 

Friday   17 July  Donburn Disco 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

  

ñHAPPY BIRTHDAYò 
 

    Happy Birthday to you, 
    Happy Birthday to you, 
    Happy Birthday dear éé 
    Happy Birthday to you. 
 
    From old friends and new, 
    From good friends and true, 
    May good luck go with you 
    And happiness too! 

 

òADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIRó 
 

   Australians all let us rejoice, 
   For we are young and free; 
   We've golden soil and wealth for toil, 
   Our home is girt by sea; 
   Our land abounds in Nature's gifts 
   Of beauty rich and rare; 
   In history's page, let every stage 
   Advance Australia fair! 
   In joyful strains then let us sing, 
   "Advance Australia fair!"  



 

The suggestions below have been prepared by staff at Australian Catholic University as a guide for parents in helping 

their children to learn mathematics. 

 

Some Suggested Activities 

The following are some activities that you can do with your children.  Some are general and some relate to specific  

aspects of the mathematics curriculum. 

 

Number Games 

There are a range of games which are published in books and which are suitable as family games and which practice 

mathematics skills.  One card game commonly available now is called Numero which can be purchased in games shops 

and newsagents.  These provide practice with mental arithmetic.  There are also more traditional games such as       

Cribbage and Pontoon which provide some experience at addition and useful practice for children. 

 

When playing games for which there is a degree of logical thinking implied, talk with the children about better moves, 

or plays which lead to winning.  Think together about ways which help not to lose rather than to win.  Verbalising 

strategies are important for logical thinking. 

 

Some other games that can be played easily include: 

 

Race to 10 

This game has two players.  Starting at 0 they take turns and can add either 1 or 2 to the last 

number said.  The player who says 10 is the winner. 

 

For example, suppose:       A says        B says 

      1    3 

      4    6 

      7    8 

                    10 So A wins. 

 

Note that the game has a winning strategy.  This game is flexible.  You can play Race to 21 counting by numbers from  

1 to 3, or race to 50 using 1 to 6, for example. 

 

One you lose 

You can play this game with two players on each team, or individually.  The first player to score 100 wins.   

Each player in turn rolls a dice and adds the number shown to their total for this turn.  They can stop their 

turn at any time.  If they roll a ñ1ò then their turn is over and they score nothing in that turn.   

If they stop before rolling a ñ1ò their total for this turn is added to the previous total.  This is their score.  

They do not lose this score even if they roll a ñ1ò on a future turn.  Depending on the age, the children might add the 

dice numbers in their heads, but add the score total on paper.  Each player keeps his/her own score.  The game is mainly 

for practice of adding on with numbers up to 100. 

 

Fruit Salad 

This is based on a party game, where each child is given a fruit.  The chairs are arranged in a circle, with one less chair 

than people.  The child in the centre calls one fruit, then all children with a particular fruit must move to a different 

chair, and the child in the centre must also try to find a seat.  The child who is left calls the next fruit.  On the call of 

ñfruit saladò all children must move seats.  For example, you might have number cards say 1 up to 20, and call out 

ñeven numbersò, ñbetween 7 and 12ò, ñis a factor of 36ò, ñis primeò, ñis divisible by 5ò etc.  Note:  this can be done for 

shapes, time words, numbers, in fact anything based on classifications. 

A GUIDE FOR PARENTS 
 

HELPING YOUR CHILDREN 
WITH MATHEMATICS 



 
 
  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSHC CAMP AUSTRALIA 

 
 

Contact Us 
Rosita & Sharon 

0409251017  

Camp Australia 1300 105 343 

oshc@campaustralia.com.au 

              

Donôt forget next 

Friday, 26 June is 

the last day of term 

and Aftercare starts 

at 2.30pm.   

 

If you would like 

your child to attend 

please make your 

booking early.   

 

This doesnôt apply to 

regulars. 

The Children have been enjoying 

cooking once again!  
 

The preps are so proud of themselves  

because they now walk from class to Aftercare  

independently.  
 

Itôs great to see all the children playing so well  

together and helping each other.   
 

We look forward to next term.   

Have a happy and safe holiday. 

  OSHC 

Week starting 

 22 June 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Art/Craft  Playdough Clay Painting Painting Drawing 

Group Session óFishô óPoison ballô óStatuesô óDetectiveô óFruit saladô 

Area 1  Drawing Beads Dress-ups Wooden Planks Movie 

Area 2 Braclets/

Necklaces 

Chocolate Cake Chocolate Cake Paper Planes Oragami 

Indoor/

Outdoor 

Football Balls Volleyball Badmiton Hoops 

Morningcare  
7.30am-8.45am 

Aftercare      

3.30pm-6pm 

Reminders! 



 

I was once given a good tip; when preparing meals that different coloured fruit 

and vegetables hold different vitamins and minerals.  For example having an (orange) carrot, (green) beans, (purple) beetroot, 

(white) potatoes, (red) capsicum... etc in the same meal all bring a variety of different vitamins and goodies.  In this example differ-

ent    colours is a good thingéBut beware Colours in processed foods are not always a good thing.  

102102102ðððTartrazine (YellowTartrazine (YellowTartrazine (Yellowðcoal tar dye) is banned in some countries. Can cause Asthma, urticaria, dermatitis, headache, hayfever, 

concentration difficulties, depression, skin rash, learning difficulties, behavioural problems, swelling of lips and tongue just to 

name some and is also carcinogenic. 110110110ðððSunset Yellow Sunset Yellow Sunset Yellow (synthetic) also banned in some countries.  Can cause most of the above 

and is also carcinogenic. 120, 122 & 123 (Reds) all have similar nasty effects and can be found in fruit drinks and juices, spreads, 

ice creams. 133 (Brilliant Blue) some as above, aspirin sensitive people may wish to avoid. Found in drinks, ice-cream, toothpaste, 

deodorant, mouthwash...etc 150 (Caramel) can cause hyperactivity, diarrhoea, serious doubts exist on safety. Found in cola drinks, 

wine and brown beverages. 151 (Brilliant Black) banned in many countries, can cause Asthma, Hyperactivity, may affect kidneys 

and stomach. Found in drinks and cosmetics. 

Whatôs for lunch?  How about... 

R cut cheese from a larger block with some plain rice 

crackers (wrap the cheese in e.g. plastic, for cooler 

days); put into a re-useable container  

R carrot, a cucumber or small tomatoes 

R instead of small packets of food, buy a large packet 

and divide them up into re-useable lunch containers 

R buy or make some muffins or pikelets, freeze 

them to keep them fresh, they should be thawed by 

lunch time. 

A healthy choice, and less expensive than buying 

processed food, with lots of packaging. 

Children can enjoy eating a wide range of fruit and 

vegetables. Free Fruit Fridayô is very popular.                                                              
J How to encourage children to eat fruit and vegetablesé                                                           

J Do you tell your children that they may not have dessert until they have eaten     

their vegetables? It makes dessert seem like a real treat and vegetables a hardship to 

be endured. So what might help?                                                                                       

J Show your children that you enjoy eating fruit and vegetables. They learn a lot 

more from what you do than what you say.                                                                                           

J Don't force them. Research shows that children who are pressured to eat a food 

(even gentle pressure) often eat less of it.                                                                                 

J Expect children to at least try new foods that the rest of the family is eating. 

Make no comment if they don't eat it, but offer it again. It often takes several tries 

before children learn to like something new.                                                                              

J Be positive and patient. 

Check List... 

R Water tank is now being     

installed  

R less packaging in lunch boxes, 

use re-useable containers 

R You would like your newslet-

ter to be emailed? Please send 

us an email to find out how. 

    donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Donburnõs Sustainability Project 
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Please feel 
free to get in 

touch with 
Julie Hoskin  
if you have 

any ideas or 
contacts that 
would help us 

be more  
sustainable.  

Cut out this number list of óAdditives to avoid; especially for Childrenô and keep it in your wallet. 

Colours: the good and the bad  


