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DONBURN PRIMARY scnoon
DONBURN'S.GOAL ~ -

To provide a vibrant, attractive and safe teachmg and:
environment, growmg and evolving i |n harmony with the com. U

"LEZRNING E OR LIVING"

Principal: Kevin Sertori Email: donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Telephone: 9841 8099
Website:  www.donburn.vic.edu.au Fax: 9841 8647
18 March 2009
Wednesday 25 March P & F Annual General Meeting
D
Friday 27 March Lapathon
Monday 30 March Grade 3/4 Camp Parent Information Night 7080 pm
I
School Council AGM 7.30 pm
A Tuesday 31 March Chomp én Chew (Free Dregs
. Thursday 2 April Second Hand Uniform Sale 2.30pm
ABE SUNS R] Friday 3 April End of Term, Assembly 2 pm
WEAR A HAT! Term 2
Y [Monday 20 April School Resumes

Dear Parents

Congratulations to our enthusiastic swimming team who once again won the Doncaster District Swimming Sports! This ig
wonderful achievement as the students competed against several larger schools including Doncaster Gardens (513 stude
Doncaster Primary (416 students).

Congratulations t&yvonne Kelley (Zac Gr 3/4P)Annie Milonas (Isabella Gr 1T, Natasha Gr Prep R, Gabriella Gr Prep R) an
Tom Sammann(Jack Gr 5B, Max Gr 2S, Luke Gr Prep T), who have been elected to School Council. The DEECD repres
elected arélargaret Hanna andLynette Hookey - congratulations!

The AGM of School Council will be held on Monday 30 March 2009 at 7.3® Bmpm and this meeting will be followed by the
March meeting of School Council. There is still an opportunity if you would like to be inclugrdwould be very welcome!

The three main items under discussion-are

Outsourcing the OSHC Program

The School Council has decided to work in partnerships
Care nationally. | have included a letter to all families about the transition to the new provider and | am confideit| thats
seemless handover with Rosita, Sharon, Cheryl and Anne staying on as the staffing unit.

Building the Education Revolution

This is a very exciting program and one that is aimed at stimulating the economy and providing for new and improved res
across the nation. Under thiational School Pride Programwe are hoping to create a new undercover learning area. This y
should be carried out during 2009. UnderRmgnary Schools for the 21st Centurywe are hoping to create a new multipurpos
hall which would be of great benefit to all in our local community! | have enclosed information for you and if you wetdék
involved in either of these programs, please let me knogether we can design the very best of educational facilities for ou
students!

School Review

The School Accountability and Improvement Framework articulates three outcomes that we strive to achieve: that is, im
student learning, enhanced student engagement and well being and successful transitions and pathways. We are curren
evaluating our progress towards the improvement goals and targets (School Strategic PROID2DO® an internal school self
evaluation. We welcome parent feedback and we will use a range of parent feedback collected over the previous fagasge
us with our reflection. You are welcome to become involved in this jourpase contact me for further details. After Siho

Council has deliberated on our Self evaluation documentation, it will go to our School Reviewer. The Education Departm
appointed Ms Lesley Kleine from Professional Consulting Group as our School Reviewer. Lesley will work with staff and

Councillors and help us set the direction for the megsho
ahead as we work together in the continuing process of school improvement.

Regards

Kevin Sertorid Principal
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18 March 2009

Dear Donburn PS Families

The School Council has approved a partnership in the
(OSHC) program with Camp Australia in 2009, beginning from term 2.

This decision has been made with careful consideration for a number of major reasons, which include;
challenges experienced over the past years in finding a qualified program Coordinator & regular assistants,
growth in administration volume and complexity at the school office, with the new Child Care Management
System (CCMS) and increasing government operating compliance standards.

Operating since 1987, Camp Australia is a reputable family owned and operated business and the leading
OSHC operator in Australia, providing a range of services in child care, sports coaching and events. They
currently run OSHC programs in over 250 schools, including a number in the local area. Schools using the
program have given us positive feedback about their working relationship with Camp Australia.

In addition to the above, the following points were considered and reviewed by the School Council when making
its decision:

=

Camp Australia will take over all the administration of the OSHC program that includes staffing, staff
training, payroll, account management and provision of food, equipment and materials.

Camp Australia will employ our existing OSHC staff members should they wish to continue to work in the
program and the school will have an input into the selection of the OSHC staff that are provided.

The Coordinator and as many of the Assistants as possible will be qualified child care workers.
All staff members will have current Working with Children accreditation.

The Program will be run in accordance with current national OSHC program accreditation guidelines and
transition to regulatory licensing.

Camp Australia staff will incorporate the school 6:

Camp Australia will provide comprehensive and well-presented information and promotion materials that
will include a regular parent newsletter.

Parents will have access to Camp Australia Holiday Programs that operate in the surrounding areas.
There will be a parent information session and open registration afternoon to assist families in the
transition.

Camp Australia will provide monthly progress reports for School Council that will include customer
satisfaction.

= = =4 = = E =

Please note that a fee increase will be implemented at the beginning of Term 2. This would have taken place
regardl ess of Camp Australiads involvement. Keep in
through accessing the Australian Governments Child Care Benefit (CCB) and the 50% Child Care Tax Rebate
(CCTR).

We look forward to continuing to offer a safe, fun and engaging OSHC program in partnership with Camp
Australia to the school community and value your support.

Yours sincerely

Kevin Sertori
Principal
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,Q\ NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

)Z é ; Literacy and Numeracy 2009

In 2008, the National Assessment Program i Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) commenced in Australian
schools. The program continues in 2009 with all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 being assessed using
common national tests in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation)
and Numeracy.

Who will sit the tests?

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to participate in the assessment program. If your child has
special circumstances, you should discuss these with the school principal.

Who will administer the tests?

NAPLAN tests are conducted at schools and administered by class teachers.

Who will mark the tests?

Tests will be marked by expert, independent markers.

What will be assessed?

The content of each test is informed by the National Statements of Learning in English and Mathematics,
which underpin state and territory learning frameworks. Test questions cover aspects of Literacy (Reading,
Writing, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) and Numeracy. Questions are multiple-choice or require a
short written  response. The Writing task requires students to write a narrative or story. All government
and non-government education authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN materials.
Where can | find sample questions?

Sample questions and a sample Writing task are provided on the NAPLAN website.

Can | help my child prepare for the tests?

Teachers will prepare students for the tests and will provide support and encouragement before and during
the test period. Parents should be reassuring and positive on the NAPLAN test days.

When will the tests be held?

The tests are scheduled for the mornings of Tuesday 12 May, Wednesday 13 May and Thursday 14 May.
All schools across Australia complete the tests on the same days. The times shown on the timetable are
student working times. Extra time is given for teacher instruction.

What happens if my child is absent from school on test days?

Wherever possible, schools will organise for individual students who are absent at the time of testing to
complete a catch-up test at another time during the week. Individual students who are absent on test days
are not permitted to sit tests after Friday 15 May.

What additional support can schools provide for students with special needs?

Students with special needs will be given assistance to access the tests. A formal exemption may be
granted for some students who have severe intellectual disabilities or are recent arrivals in Australia from
non-English-speaking backgrounds. Please contact your school for more information.

wi | | I receive a report on my childés performance
A NAPLAN report will be issued by your school later in the year. The same report format is used for every
student in Australia. The school will notify you when the reports are being sent home. If you do not receive
a report, contact the school . Your childbdés resul t
school 6s assessment and reporting process, and da
judgments made about your child by teachers.

Julie Hoskin
Assistant Principal




A GUIDE FOR PARENTS

HELPING YOUR CHILDREN
WITH MATHEMATICS

The suggestions below have been prepared by staff at Australian Catholic University as a guide for parents in
their children to learn mathematics.

Some General Principles

There are a number of general principles which you might keep in mind when you are helping your children.

)l

Some Suggested Activities
The following are some activities that you can do with your children. Some are general and some relate to sp¢
aspects of the mathematics curriculum.

Remembering
It is helpful for children to get practice at remembering numbers and other information. Examples of the type 0
information which we commonly try to remember are:

)l

= =4 -4 -9

Children needime to think andtime to answer. When asking your children questions or talking to them ab
mathematics give them time. Be patient. Wait for them to answer. Also, explain to older children that th
to give younger children time to answer questions, rather than always answering for them.

Encourage children t@mlk. Talking about mathematics is an effective way of learning and the family is on
the best places to talk, especially when a mathematical situation arises naturally.

Use mathematical wordsvh en you descri be things. For exam
mi ght say fAthe 10 Litre bucketo. |l nstead of s

riceo. In this way, children get to hear qguan

Telephone numbers: when children are young you might ask them to repeat back to you 2 or 3 numbers
as they get older they should be able to repeat back to you longer strings, and even to remember some
such as their own phone number and those of their grandparents

Addresses: help the children to learn their own address and others such as their grandparents
Car registration numbers
Birthdays: children can learn the birth dates in your family, and also those of other relatives and friends

Time of special events.
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The Best Thing
About Donburn ls...

The best thing about
Donburn is we have nice
teachers, | have good friends
and | have fun on the
computers.

Isabella

The best thing about
Donburn is all of my friends
who help me when | get
hurt. I also like working at
Donburn. | like playing
basketball. Donburn is fun!

James

The best thing about

Donburn is doing Maths. |

like Donburn, it is fun!
Hayden

The best thing about
Donburn is playing with
my friends and doing my
Maths work.

The best thing about
Donburn is playing outside,
my nice friends, drawing
pictures, doing homework
and going on the
computers.

Ayah

Donburn is fun!

and Buffalo.

Best school!
Uso Grade 1T.

Running is fun.

Never give up.

The best thing
about
Donburn is |
have very nice
friends who
always play
sport with me.

Joel

Oberon, Kosciusko, Hotham

Nice friends and teachers.

The best thing about Donburn
is making new friends and |
like my teachers.

Zac

The best thing about
Donburn is playing at
school with my friends
and going on the
computers.

Jerome

The best thing about
Donburn is playing
with my friends and
| like playing on the
computers. Donburn
is fun!

Kirsten

The best thing about Donburn

is friends who help each other

and doing all my great work!
Matthew




