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Dear Parents 

 

Thank you to every member of the Donburn School community who has contributed to this very productive term! 

 

Congratulations to Peta May and Kirsten Fry who are the newly elected President and Vice President of the P & F.  We had a very 

enthusiastic group of parents attend the recent P & F meeting and I am sure that they will build on the great work done by Cathy 

King and Shelley St John and other P & F members in 2008.  An excellent example of our fantastic parent support was  

demonstrated last Friday at the Lapathon.  Congratulations and THANKS to all parents who enthusiastically supported our  

students as they participated in this very successful event. 

 

Thanks to Bronwyn Vass and Esther Tyler who cooked the food for the ñChomp n Chewò - all students really enjoyed this day - a 

great activity in this final week of Term 1. 

 

On Friday we will celebrate the last day of school with an ñEaster Bonnetò parade in the school hall at 9 am.  I believe that the 

Easter Bunny made a special appearance this week - thanks to Helen Kotsimbos!  Our final assembly will be held at 2 pm, 3 April 

and the students will be dismissed at 2.30 pm. 

 

In the previous Newsletter I mentioned that we are keen to create an ñundercover learning areaò with funding from the Federal  

Government (National School Pride Program).   If you know of anyone who would be interested in quoting for this exciting project 

(landscape artist, builder etc) could you please encourage them to contact me as soon as possible. 

 

I hope everyone enjoys a relaxing vacation and I look forward to your safe return on Monday 20 April 2009. 

 

Regards 
Kevin Sertori  -  Principal 

1 April 2009 
Thursday  2 April  Second Hand Uniform Sale 2.30pm 

Friday   3 April  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm Dismissal 2.30pm 

Term 2 

Monday  20 April  School Resumes 

Tuesday  21 April  School Banking (note permanent change of day) 

Wednesday-Friday 22-24 April  Grade 3/4 Camp 

Wednesday  22 April  P & F Meeting 9.20 am 

Friday   24 April  No Assembly due to campers returning 

Monday  27 April  School Council 7.30 pm 

Tuesday  28 April  School Banking (note permanent change of day) 

Friday   8 May   Motherôs Day Stall 9 am - 1 pm 

Monday-Friday 18-22 May  Education Week 

Monday  18 May  Open Evening 6 pm - 7 pm 

      School Council 7.30 pm 

Tuesday  19 May   Open Day - 12 noon Presentation in Staffroom 

Thursday  21 May  District Cross Country 

Thursday  28 May  Italian Day 

Monday-Friday 1-5 June  Grade 5/6 Camp 

Friday   5 June   No Assembly due to campers returning 

Monday  8 June   Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday   12 June  Reporting Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Friday   19 June  P & F Wine and Cheese Night 

Monday  22 June  School Council 7.30 pm 

Friday   26 June  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm Dismissal 2.30 pm 

Term 3 

Monday  13 July  School Resumes 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

The suggestions below have been prepared by staff at Australian Catholic University as a guide for parents in helping 

their children to learn mathematics. 

 

Some General Principles 

 

There are a number of general principles which you might keep in mind when you are helping your children. 

¶ There is no hurry .  Children develop their mathematics skills gradually and there is no urgency about developing 

any particular skill.  On the other hand, neither can all of the skills wait until the end of their schooling.  It is   

necessary to work progressively on helping them to learn mathematics.  In other words, start now, but there is no 

particular need to accelerate your childôs development. 

¶ Help your childôs teacher.  Your childôs teacher is vitally interested in your childôs mathematical development.  

Talk to the teacher about how your child is going in mathematics and find out whether there are any ways that 

you can help your child.  Supporting teachers if they recommend any homework or home-based activities is 

highly desirable. 

 

Some Suggested Activities 

The following are some activities that you can do with your children.  Some are general and some relate to specific  

aspects of the mathematics curriculum. 

 

Time 

It is important that children can read both analogue (clock face) and digital time.  It is useful to get them to learn to do 

particular tasks, such as: 

¶ Setting VCRs, which not only require setting up a particular time, but setting it for particular lengths of time as 

well 

¶ Asking the children ñWhat is todayôs dateò 

¶ Keeping track of family birthdays and knowing which ones are coming 

¶ Estimating then checking how long it would take to find a particular name in the phone book 

¶ Examining use-by dates on items and comparing the dates with todayôs date 

¶ Reading timetables:  for example, ask ñWhat time train would we need to catch to get to the football by one 

oôclock?ò 

¶ Asking time calculations like ñHow long is it from now until...bedtime?ò  ñHow long till your next birthday?ò 

 

 

 
 

 

A GUIDE FOR PARENTS 
 

HELPING YOUR CHILDREN 
WITH MATHEMATICS 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Reading and writing are closely connected. When children learn to read and write, 
they learn how literary and factual texts are written for different purposes and different audiences. 
In writing, children learn about the structure and grammar of written language as well as learning 
about handwriting and spelling.  

Stage 1 - In Prep to Year 2 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ hold a pencil correctly  

¶ trace letters and words  

¶ copy letters and words  

¶ form letters of the alphabet correctly  

¶ write using a variety of pencils, crayons, pens and textas  

¶ write on a variety of surfaces such as paper cardboard, sand, chalkboard  
 

Writing 

¶ recognise that words are separated by spaces  

¶ write their first name and surname  

¶ attempt to write letters and words with teacher assistance  

¶ use books, words and letters as models for their writing  

¶ write one or more sentences  

¶ attempt to use punctuation  

¶ write lists, messages, descriptions, stories, greeting cards, invitations and thank you letters, 
stories, poems, diaries  

¶ write letters, instructions, recounts and recipes  
¶ explore the use of word processors.  

Stage 2 - In Years 3 to 4 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ use the conventional letter shapes and ways of linking letters in their handwriting activities  
Writing 

¶ use other texts as models for writing, eg poems, recipes, lists, charts  

¶ use some punctuation markers accurately in their own writing  

¶ recognise the structure and grammar of a variety of texts, eg newspapers, diaries, journals, 
stories  

¶ write a variety of literary and factual texts, eg stories, recounts, procedures  

¶ participate in class writing of a variety of texts, eg reports, poems  

¶ adapt texts for different audiences and different purposes, eg letter to a friend or Member of 
Parliament  

¶ revise or redraft writing for publication  

¶ use editing functions on word processors when writing, revising and redrafting.  

Stage 3 - In Years 5 to 6 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ develop a legible and fluent handwriting style  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Writing 

¶ consistently use correct punctuation  

¶ use the structure and grammar of a variety of texts  

¶ effectively sequence ideas in writing  

¶ write a variety of literary texts such as narratives, poems and plays  

¶ write a variety of factual texts such as exposition, explanation, information report, proce-
dure,   recount and discussion  

¶ write a detailed description of a person, place or thing  

¶ write humorous adaptations of standard texts to amuse or entertain readers  

¶ record information from a variety of sources before writing  

¶ summarise and make notes  

¶ use redrafting, revising, editing, proofreading and publishing keep a learning log and  

¶ or journal to record what they have learnt  

¶ draft and edit text on a word processor.  

Supporting your child in learning to write  

When children begin to write they enjoy making marks and scribbles on paper. After a while they 
start to write some of the letters and sounds of the alphabet. They learn to write words. Eventually 
they learn to write sentences and are able to create a variety of texts. How can you help your child 
at home?  
Make writing experiences at home fun for you and your child:  

¶ write in front of your child and discuss what you are writing, eg shopping lists, cards, letters 
and notes  

¶ talk about the different purposes and audiences for writing  

¶ encourage your child to use a variety of paper for drawing and writing  

¶ encourage your child to use pens, pencils, crayons, chalk and textas for writing  

¶ encourage your child to draw and to write about their drawing  

¶ praise your child for `having a go' at writing words that are new to them  

¶ encourage your child to write messages for you and other family members  

¶ help your child to find little words in big words and to write them, eg carpet: car, pet, are, 
care, tar  

¶ encourage your child to write cards and invitations, and letters to friends, relatives, 
neighbours, school teachers  

¶ encourage your child to write signs, poems, favourite recipes and instructions  

¶ encourage your child to label things that they design and make  

¶ play word games such as `I Spy', `Scrabble', `Boggle', `Scattegories', `Junior Pictionary'  

¶ encourage your child to use a word processor or typewriter if available  

¶ display paintings, drawings and writing that your child brings home from school  

¶ encourage your child to develop their own photo album and encourage them to write labels 
for their photos  

¶ encourage your child to keep a scrap book or photo album for putting in pictures and writing  

¶ encourage your child to keep a diary and to write in it whenever possible  

¶ encourage your child to write in the Victorian Cursive Script. 
 

Julie HoskinðAssistant Principal 



 

 

 
 

Having honesty, showing trustworthiness, freedom, understanding of tolerance and  
inclusion, demonstrating responsibility, giving everyone a fair go, showing integrity, giving  

care and compassion, showing respect and always doing your best. 
 

What does being a good friend mean to you?  
 
Friendship is having fun with other people. To be a good friend you have to respect other people and 
treat them how you want to be treated. I am a good friend when I play with others and care for others. 
                By Jordan 
 
Caring for people, no matter if they are your best friend or not is important. Looking out for everyone is a big part of  
friendship because to be a friend, you have to be understanding and never put people down. I am a good friend because 
I care for people and I am there for everyone when they are hurt or something is wrong. I donôt like seeing people sad  
orcrying. I always try to cheer them up. The second I see someone smile I canôt help but smile too. Being a friend means 
making people happy as well as making them feel good about themselves. I love being a friend to all and meeting new 
friends as well. 
                By Maddy A 
 
I am a good friend when people ask me for help and if people ask me to play with them I will say yes. If people have  
no one to play with I will keep them company and I will help solve their problems. This is one rule I take seriously.  
Treat other people the way you want to be treated. You should not say bad things about your friends ï this is called  
backstabbing and it is not the right thing to do. 
                By Ibrahim 

 
Friendship is treating people the way you want to be treated, caring for other people, even if they  
are not your best friend. Do not put anyone down. If there is anyone by themselves, you can ask 
them if they want to play with you. Do not exclude!  I demonstrate good friendship when someone is 
hurt by asking if they are ok.  If not I would take them to the sickbay. I care for everyone. Making sure 
that people are not alone is what I believe is demonstrating good friendship. 

                By Miranda 
 
Friendship is saying something nice when someone is sad to cheer them up. Friendship is when you offer to play with 
someone who does not have anyone to play with.  
                By Matt I  
 
Friendship is when I start cheering for my team and congratulating my basketball mates. It is also helping others around 
my school and letting people join in on games and demonstrating being kind by saying only nice things to people. 
                By Adam 

Friendship is being nice to people, so they will be nice back to you.  Sportsmanship is important 
too, shaking hands after a game and saying well done when they have done something good. 
Friendship is letting people join in and play and not excluding anyone. Being kind to people is part  
of being a friend.           
             By Luke 
 
 
Friendship is when someone wants to play but they have no-one to play with, so I would offer to play with them. I am a 
good friend because I am nice to people.  
                By Anita 

During Term one, Grade Six H have been discussing what they believe  
being a good friend is.  

All of their answers demonstrate Donburnõs key values. 



 

Friendship means to be a good person to everyone. I am a good friend to people by helping them. I help people if they 
are hurt. I shake hands with other players on the opposition team in sporting events. 
                By Isaac 
 
Friendship is very important to me. Here are some examples of not being a good friend: name calling and talking behind 
peopleôs backs. You should treat others the way you want to be treated. I can trust my friends because our friendship is 
growing stronger each day. Friendship is caring for all friends when they are sad. I show good friendship by listening. 
                By Amy 
 
Friendship is helping people when they are in need. It is being happy and making other  people happy. Friendship is 
trusting and respecting others. It is treating people the way you would like to be treated. Being kind, friendly and optimistic 
are all important qualities you will need to be a great friend. Friendship is strong and cannot be broken.  I am a good 
friend because I listen to all of my friends and I stand by my friends opinions. I also try to keep friends happy when they 
are feeling down. 
                By Gillian  
 
Friendship is being kind to your friends, treating them how you want to be treated and helping them when they need 
help. Name calling and bullying is a wrong way to treat a friend. I cheer my friends up by talking to them, making them 
happy and giving them presents on special days. 
                By Sheryl 

Friendship is being kind to others when they are sad or unhappy. Friendship is caring for others. Being a good friend 
shows you also have sportsmanship. I am a good friend when I am treating people the way they like to be treated. I think 
friendship is important because if no one had friends, the world would be dull. 
                By Ashwin 
 
Friendship is when you are playing sport and you encourage people and you do not argue.  
You donôt get into fights and you are polite to people. If you have nothing good to say to someone  
then say nothing at all. I am a good friend when I play games with people and when I talk to people. 
             By Omar 
 
Friendship is when you can trust a person. It is when you can keep quiet about a secret and not  
tell anyone. It is also when you are close to a person who is called a friend. Friendship is being kind  
to someone, saying nice things and doing nice things. You should ask them about their life and comfort them when they 
are sad. I think I show great friendship with everyone because I like doing things for people. If anyone is sad I will tell 
them a joke. 
                By Paige 

I am a good friend as I never exclude people in groups or games. I always look out for my friends whenever they are hurt 
or in need. Friendship is a bit like sportsmanship, being fair and making people feel good. You can achieve this by giving 
people encouragement when they have a good try at something, if they score a goal or a home run. Friendship is all 
around us. Whatever goes around comes around, so it is good to be nice and friendly. Being friendly is a good thing not a 
bad thing. The only way to progress in life is to have friends by your side. 
                By Emily 

Friendship is important because if no one had friendship everyone would play alone and no-one would talk to each other. 
I show good friendship by helping to solve my friendôs problems and helping when they are hurt. I also show friendship by 
including others, sharing and entertaining friends. 
                By Danny 

 
   Friendship is having someone to share your happiness and sometimes grief with. Real friends are 
   happy to do things with you. Friendship is important to your life as it is a basic foundation for the rest 
   of your life. 
                By Tarini  

 

 



 
Friendship is caring for all your friends and not excluding anyone who wants to play with you. I always stick up for my 
friends. You cannot be rude like talking about people behind their backs. I am a good friend because I give people a fair 
go and help them when they are hurt. 
                By Arian 
 
Friendship is when someone is always there for you. When you can play with them and tell them a secret or share things 
about yourself. A friend is someone who you can trust. A friend is someone who cares about YOU and your personality. If 
you have nothing nice to say then nothing should be said. You should feel very lucky to have a friend. I demonstrate good  
friendship when I listen to friends and I help them if something is wrong. 
                By Claire  
 
Friendship is when you care for people and help them with their problems. A friend is also someone who you can rely on 
and trust. I am a good friend on the sports field because I show sportsmanship and respect. I never laugh at people if they 
lose or get hurt. I think that shows being a friend. 
                By Matt L 
 
Friendship is being responsible and watching out for your mates. I know that having good friendship means responsibility 
and being nice. I also know that friendship is demonstrated by Donburn students. I am a good friend by being nice,  
helping others and showing consideration to others. 
                By Jayden 

Friendship is about being kind and caring. You can be a good friend by showing sportsmanship towards each other. I am 
a good friend when I am treating people the way I want to be treated. If you donôt have anything nice to say about some-
one, donôt say anything at all. I think friendship is important because it can bring happiness and if no-one had friends, the 
world would be boring. 
                By Lachlan 
 
Friendship is when you say something nice to somebody and you socialise with people. You do not bully because it 
would not be nice to be bullied yourself. You have to treat people the way you want to be treated and if you cannot say 
something nice, donôt say anything at all. Friendship is when someone helps you if you need help or if you are hurt. I am a 
good friend when I stick up for someone. I am appreciative when a friend says something nice about me. You have to be 
a good friend to everyone. 
                By Maddie K 
 
Friendship is when you trust, play and get along with people. I am a good friend when I look out for my friends and I 
make them laugh. Being a good friend is important to me personally. You can be a good friend when you care, help and 
are not mean or rude to your friends.  
Remember treat people the way you want to be treated and if you canôt say something nice, donôt say anything at all. 
                By Stephanie 
 
I show good Friendship when I know a secret that someone has told me and I donôt break their trust by telling anyone 
else. I demonstrate good sportsmanship and I believe I am a good friend in general. I think being a good friend is very  
important in life. 
                By Jessica 
 

 

 

    



 

Friendship is being kind and caring for your friends. Friendship is having a friend that you can trust and is kind to you. 
Friendship is when you notice people are unhappy and you ask  them if they are okay?  Or can you help them with      
anything?                              
                By Gigi 

 
Friendship is when you stick up for your friends and help them out. Friendship is saying nice things to each other.  
Friendship is when you assist others. Friendship is when you treat your pals the way you want to be treated.  
                By Denis 
 
Friendship is treating others how you would expect to be treated. There should definitely be no excluding or bullying.  
I am an excellent friend because if someone has no one to have fun with I will play them. I always say nice things in a 
conversation. When someone has an injury I will take them to sickbay. I am friends with everybody. I am always happy 
and very good at solving problems and I demonstrate good sportsmanship in every game I play. 
                By Patrick 

Friendship is when new students come to Donburn and my friends and I offer to play with them. Friendship is very  
important for all of us. Friendship is when someone is hurt you take them to the sickbay and you help them. If someone 
has a problem you help them to sort it out by using the restorative practice methods   Friendship is always caring for  
others. 
                By Annie 

 

 


