
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    
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Dear Parents 

 

As we celebrate Education Week it is timely to reflect on the corporate plan of the Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development (the Department).  This Department brings together the former Department of Education and part of the former Office 

for Children, to support both the Minister for Education and the Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development. 

The focus is the learning, development, health and wellbeing of all young Victorians, from birth to adulthood. 

Globalisation has heightened international competition and has increased the importance of skills, innovation and creativity.   

Education and early childhood development can play a major role in building the foundations of global citizenship and reaping the 

benefits created through globalisation, technological change and increased competition. 

All aspects of early childhood services and education should help children to enter adulthood equipped for the world in which they 

will live.  

The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians December 2008, made by all Education Ministers, sets two 

educational goals for young people: 

Goal 1         Goal 2 

Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence.  All young Australians become: 

¶ successful learners 

¶ confident and creative individuals 

¶ active and informed citizens 

 

As the world changes, early childhood services and education will also need to continuously adapt and change to ensure that our 

young people have the skills and abilities to thrive.  The creation of the Department signals a new opportunity to improve the  

learning, development, health and wellbeing of Victorian children.  It recognises the importance of early childhood as a foundation 

for optimal life outcomes. 

 

We have been very proud to highlight our outstanding school to many visitors this week!  Yesterday we had a presentation from a 

range of community membersðall enthusiastic Donburniansðthanks to Libby Mackie (School Council President), Peta May (P & 

F President), Lachlan D (School Captain), Jacqueline R (School Captain), Julie Hoskin, Lynette Hookey, Nicole Ramsay and Chris 

Taylor.   

 

Not surprisingly our 2010 Prep places are filling up very fast! 

 

I am looking forward to the Grade 5/6 Camp to be held on June 1ð5 at Forest Lodge, Yarram.  Thank you to the dedicated staff and 

enthusiastic group of parent helpers.  Julie will be Acting Principal during this week. 

 

 

 

 

20 May 2009 
Thursday  21 May  District Cross Country 

Thursday  28 May  Italian Day 

Monday-Friday 1-5 June  Grade 5/6 Camp 

Friday   5 June   No Assembly due to campers returning 

Monday  8 June   Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday   12 June  Reporting Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Friday   19 June  P & F Wine and Cheese Night 

Monday  22 June  School Council 7.30 pm 

Friday   26 June  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm Dismissal 2.30 pm 

Term 3 

Monday  13 July  School Resumes 

Wednesday   15 July  P & F Meeting 7.30 pm 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
         

       

 

 

 
 

New index to monitor health of our children 

 

 
Valuable information on the physical wellbeing, cognitive capacity, social competence and   
emotional maturity of our children will soon be available, thanks to a comprehensive checklist 
based on information from Prep teachers around Australia. 
 
In an exciting first for Australia, every community will soon know how their local children are 
developing at the time they start school. The Australian Early Development Index (AEDI) will 
gather vital information about childrenôs development, to assist communities in planning the best 
future for their children. 
 
The AEDI is based on the scores from a teacher-completed online checklist consisting of over 
100 questions in the five developmental areas of physical health and wellbeing, social           
competence, emotional maturity, language and cognitive skills, and communication skills and 
general knowledge. 
 
All teachers of children in their first year of formal full-time schooling will be asked to complete 
the AEDI checklist based on their knowledge of each child in their class. In Victoria, this will be 
undertaken by Prep teachers. Children are not required to be present and identifying information 
is not recorded. The checklist takes approximately 20 minutes to complete for each child, with 
teacher release funding available.  
 
Office for Planning, Strategy and Coordination Deputy Secretary and Victorian AEDI State      
Coordinating Committee chair Tony Cook said the AEDI ï which will be completed across      
Australia between May and July ï will provide Victorian communities with the opportunity to 
strengthen collaborations between schools, early childhood services, and local agencies, in    
order to support children and families.  
 
ñThe AEDI is a population measure regarding the progress of children before they come to 
school,ò he said. ñThe data will be provided to local communities to inform the early childhood 
programs they have in place.ò Mr Cook said the index will provide local governments and     
communities with a broad picture of areas where children are doing well, and where                
improvements might be made. Trials of the AEDI have already encouraged communities to     
review their early childhood practices in areas they have identified as needing attention.  
 
Mr Cook said teachers who participated in the trials have found the observational survey an    
effective tool in assisting their classroom planning. ñThey found that having the time to reflect on 
their observations of children and their programs was useful and beneficial to their teaching    
programs.ò Information about the 2009 AEDI rollout, including the AEDI Guide for Schools and 
the AEDI Guide for Teachers, has been sent to all Victorian primary schools. 
 
 
 
Julie Hoskin 
Assistant Principal       



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Text language  

Text language is about shortening a word or words. These are a few examples.  

g2g  (got to go)  gr8 (great)  brb (be right back)  lol (laugh out loud) 

plz (please)  tu (thank you)  ur (your)    boi (boy)  

R u (are you)  sis ( sister)   wot (what)    cu (see you).  

We use these shortened words for facebook, email, msn and more. Shortened words 

can be very helpful like when you have to type very quickly or have forgotten the real 

word.  

By Eliza Saville  

Superclubsplus is a website where you can chat to 

friends. You can make your own homepage. You can get 

medals and make blogs. Superclubsplus is very cyber 

safe. For example you have to be in school to be able to 

join Superclubsplus and you are not allowed to say rude 

or cheeky things. Itôs so safe it has a reminder when you 

write an email. You can get a cyber safety medal and 

make your own page about cyber safety.   

By Giuliano. 

An Interactive whiteboard is a machine that 

can be plugged into a laptop. The picture on 

the laptop can then be seen on the board. In 

fact, you can see a little picture and a big  

picture. An interactive whiteboard is really 

cool to have because itôs a fun and different 

from a whiteboard you can write on. You just 

have to touch the board to make things like 

writing happen. We can learn a lot of  

mathematics and we can always play games on 

it. You can always learn new things. 

By Manar                                                                                               

A wiki is a web site. Mrs. Pepper 

has set up a wiki for our grade. It 

will be for our science unit. It has a 

home page and a journal page. We 

will write down our thoughts.  There 

is also a discussion page where you 

can have a conversion about your 

work. You have to be invited to join 

our class wiki so not everyone is 

able to see it.               

By Tammy 

Superclubs is a website for kids. It is really 

fun because you can email your friends and 

you can join cool clubs. You can even set up 

your own club. You can make your own page 

about what you like and you can make a 

homepage about yourself with pictures that 

you really like. 

By Halun. 

Digital cameras are useful if you want to keep a 

memory by taking a photo. At school we take 

photos of lots of things and display them in the 

corridor for everyone to see. We also use  

cameras at school during special events like 

Cross Country, Swimming Carnival, Lapathon 

and Athletics Carnival. Digital cameras are very  

useful to have. 

By Olivia 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Every classroom in our school has 5 or 6 computers. 

In my class we use the computers a lot. We go on 

things like Superclubs, Mathletics, Sunshine Stories, 

Word and more. Personally I like to go on the Internet. 

I like to play games and listen to music. I go on  

youtube to listen to music but you can search for more 

than just music. Computers are use for so much today. 

I canôt wait to see what computers will do in the  

future. 

By Catherine. 

Mathletics is a fun, educational website. 

It helps your maths by getting you to do 

activities. If you get stuck you can press 

the help button and it will explain what 

to do. You can verse people on line and 

earn certificates and credits. I love going 

on Mathletics. 

By Jason 

Cyber safety is about not giving personal 

details on the internet or via email. If 

you do a stranger might try and scam 

you by saying things like you have won 

a holiday to Tokyo. Cyber safety is also 

about knowing about safe sites to use 

and what to do if you donôt feel safe. 

By Josh E 

Electronic whiteboards help your kids to learn. You 

connect a laptop to the whiteboard and you can look 

at world maps, flags from different countries and find 

websites. You can do spelling using a program called 

Easiteach and you can challenge your friends when 

you play games. You can have so much fun that your 

kids do not realize they are learning. 

By Dion 

Mathletics is a site where you can play on line maths 

competitions or verse the computer. You can pick 

level 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5. You can do tests whenever you 

want. Your teacher can set you tasks. There are games 

and they are like tests but more fun. You can change 

your mathlete and dress it up. You can earn points and 

if you get 1000 points you will get a bronze  

certificate. You can also play Maths Rain Forest 

which is just like a maths test. 

By David. 
Superclubsplus is a website you can go 

on at home and school. You can send 

emails to your friends, have a home page 

that you can make your own, and you 

can earn stars. The colors of the stars 

you can earn are white, red, green, blue 

and yellow. I have only earned a red star, 

they are hard to get. It is a safe site  

because there is an adult checking on 

what happens. 

By Josh W 

Mathletics is a Mathematics program where you can play online 

mathematics competitions from levels 1 to 5. You can win  

certificates if you earn one thousand points by answering maths 

questions. You need to do the tasks next to my awards. You can 

also earn credits to spend on your mathlete. 

By Sam. 

 

A wiki is a place where you can do lots of things. 

It is like a folder where you and your classmates 

can put their work. On a wiki you have a home 

page. On our wiki we also have a journal page and 

a homework page. When you go on the journal 

page you clich edit and then you can put in your 

work. You click save again and your writing is 

saved. You can type in a message to a friend. In 

our class we have a Science wiki. You have to be 

invited to our wiki. We are going to learn about 

light. 

By Sally 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Computers are educational machines for kids to use 

and learn from. You can do things like homework, 

Superclubs and Mathletics. You can also access web 

sites on the weather, maps or to get the latest news. 

When you use the start button on the computer you 

can see different choices such as the internet, my 

computer and programs. You can then decide what 

you want to do. It is very useful to have a computer. 

By Megan 

Cyber safety is about making sure that you 

are safe on the internet. You can install a net 

nanny on your computer to help make sure 

you are safe. You should never let a stranger 

get your personal details. You need to keep 

password details a secret.  

By Jacob. 

Mathletics is the best website for me  

because I am good at it. I think it is good 

for helping you improve your maths. On 

Mathletics you can play against children 

from around the world or you can  

challenge the computer. Once I  

challenged a teacher from my old school. 

I got 56 questions correct and my teacher 

got 26. You have sixty  

seconds to get as many questions as  

possible correct. 

By Jackson. 

We have 6 computers in our classroom which we 

use every day. We use the computers for writing 

and publishing stories, Mathletics, Superclubs 

and reading. I personally like to go on Google. 

Google helps you to search for information on 

things like animals, songs or movies. On youtube 

you can see lots of strange things. I am just  

starting to use email when I am on  

Superclubsplus. 

By Ellena 

Computers allow you to use programs so 

you can learn about things. You can go on 

websites such as Superclubsplus and  

Mathletics or you can use programs such as 

Galaxy Kids Maths. I like computers  

because you can do your homework on 

them. We will be going on a wiki to do our 

Science work. 

By Zac 

Mathletics is good because you need to have a 

password to be able to use it. That means no 

one can do anything you donôt want them to 

do. You can do tasks that your teacher sets for 

you or you can play live against other people. 

If you keep doing lots of maths you could be a 

great mathematician. I think Mathmatics is a 

great learning program for all kids. I have 

learned about fractions, addition, subtraction 

and many other things. 

By Tyler Rose 

 

 


