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Dear Parents 

 

The word from the camp at Forest Lodge is that all the Grade 5 and 6 campers are having a terrific time. They are thoroughly  

enjoying all the activities. We are all looking forward to seeing them come home safely on Friday and hearing about their wonderful 

experiences. They will be back at school at around 3.00 pm and if the weather is inclement  will be waiting to be picked in the hall 

consequently there will be no assembly this Friday afternoon. 

 

Congratulations to all the students in the Donburn cross country team.  We were thrilled to hear that they ran so well at the district 

competition at Ruffey Lake Park last week. Donburn were all over winners in the competition and we have a number of students  

going onto the zone finals. 

 

The teachers are very busy completing reports and preparing for parent teacher interviews on Friday June 12. The Minister for  

Education has allocated this day for all schools in the state as a reporting day. 

 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development has published a brochure advising parents about the best  

procedure for making complaints. The main points are: 

  

How do I raise an issue or make a complaint? 
The school should always be your first point of contact.  

When contacting the school 
Å Plan what you will say, so you can clearly explain what the problem is. (You might want to take notes.) 

Å Have some ideas about how the problem could be solved. 

Å Talk about the problem with your childôs teacher/s by telephone or organise a face to face meeting. Most problems can be solved 

this way.  

Å If you still have a concern after talking to your childôs teacher/s you may want to speak to the assistant principal or principal.  

Any appointments to speak with school staff about a complaint should be arranged through the school office. 

When to contact the regional office 
If the matter is not resolved by speaking to the assistant principal or principal at your school you can contact the community liaison 

officer at your regional office who will assist you and the school to find a solution. See below for contact numbers.  

When to contact the central office 
If the matter remains unresolved after discussions with the regional office you can send your complaint, in writing, to: 

Deputy Secretary, Office for Government School Education, C/o General Manager, Group Coordination Division, GPO Box 4367 

Melbourne VIC 3001 

 

If you would like a copy of this brochure, it is available on the counter at the office. 

 

Enjoy the Queenôs Birthday holiday on Monday. 

 

Regards      

Julie Hoskin, Assistant Principal 

3 June 2009 
Monday-Friday 1-5 June  Grade 5/6 Camp 

Friday   5 June   No Assembly due to campers returning 

Monday  8 June   Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday   12 June  Reporting Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Wednesday  17 June  P & F Meeting 7.30 pm 

Friday   19 June  P & F Wine and Cheese Night 

Monday  22 June  School Council 7.30 pm 

Friday   26 June  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm Dismissal 2.30 pm 

Term 3 

Monday  13 July  School Resumes 

Friday   17 July  Donburn Disco 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

In Grade 2 we are learning about insects that you can find in your garden. 

We had a visit from a lady called Linda who taught us how to make a worm 

farm for our classroom. This is what we thought of the experienceé 

Linda brought some worms to our school. We learnt that worms have five hearts and 

they have yellow blood. They live in pig poo. They can lay ten to fifteen eggs. Dana L  
 

Linda taught us facts about worms. Here are some factsé Worms have five hearts! 

Worms live in pig poo! Ten to fifteen babies are in one egg! Worms live for 3 years! 

Max S  
 

We have learnt some exciting stuff about worms. We learnt that worms that are 

eight months old can lay eggs. Worms donõt have any legs, ears, eyes or mouth and 

they have five hearts. Pretty cool! Vanessa T  
 

We learnt about worms. I held one and it was very cheeky! I learnt that worms have 

yellow blood, have five hearts and live in pig poo. Worms breathe 

through their skin. All worms can lay eggs because there are no 

such things as boys or girls. Rachel C 

                                                                             

 We made a worm farm and learnt some interesting facts. I learnt 

that worms have five hearts. I also learnt that worms live in pig 

poo. Alana N  
 

We learnt all about worms from a lady called Linda. At the end of the visit from 

Linda we got to hold a worm. We learnt that they have no eyes, no teeth and have 

five hearts. Helen E  
 

We learnt some interesting facts about worms. I learnt worms live in pig poo and 

have five hearts. They live for three years. Dylan M  
 

We learnt facts about worms. We learnt that worms have five hearts 

and segmented bodies. I especially liked the teacher Linda. Alister M  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Today I learnt some interesting facts about worms. Here are some I learnt:  

They have five hearts  

They have to be eight months old to lay eggs  

They have yellow blood and they breathe through their skin. Alex K  
 

I learnt that worms have five hearts. I also learnt that worms live in pig poo. Brandon D  
 

I learnt some facts about worms. I learnt that worms have five 

hearts, yellow blood and live for three years. Worms feel like 

slimy things! It was fun finding out about worms.  Mitchell P  
 

Linda brought in some worms and it was exciting. It was  

interesting and it was really good to learn.  Josaphine H  
 

Let me share one of my favourite facts about worms with you. 

They have five hearts! That is what I think is so cool about worms! Annelise A  
 

I learnt that worms have five hearts and yellow blood. They live for three years. They lay 

ten to fifteen eggs. They donõt eat dairy, junk, bread and citrus fruits. Samuel P 
 

I learnt that worms have five hearts and yellow blood. They are very slimy ! Azra K  
 

On May the 13 th  Linda came to give us some facts about worms. I learnt that worms can 

live three years. Worms feel really ticklish. It is important to feed them every week when 

you get them. I love worms!  Jessica L  
 

I learnt that worms live in pig poo. They have no eyes or teeth. 

The lump on their body is where they have their babies from. 

They felt slimy and gooey. It was cool touching one! Andrew K  
 

On Wednesday 13 th  May I learnt some facts about worms. 

Worms have no eyes or mouth. Worms have yellow blood.  

They have five hearts. Callum T  
  

Linda brought worms to our class. I held a worm. They have no 

eyes and no teeth and they have yellow blood.  Mimi B  
 

I learnt all about worms. I got to hold one. It was really slimy and cute. The worms have 

no eyes or teeth. They also have yellow blood and five hearts. Megan P 

 

 

By 2S  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week ending May 22, 2009  

Jiarne C     Prep R for the hard work and dedication you have put into all your work - especially your 
    writing.  Keep up the great effort!  

Seyanna R   Prep T for the effort she puts into everything she does and for being such a friendly and 
    helpful member of our classroom. 

Tarni B   1B  for excellent all round effort in reading, writing and sport.  

Alicia H   1D  for for making an enthusiastic start at your new school. Welcome to Donburn   

    Primary School! 

Jonathan W   1T  for  having beautiful manners and always trying his hardest with everything he 

    does. You are a great role-model.  
Thomas S   2M  for  being super organised this week and working really hard during reading and 

    maths time.  Well done!  
Dana L   2S  for your fantastic work during mathôs time, speed and accuracy with your number 

    facts and for being a great classmate.  
Tyler B   3/4B  for  coming first at the District Cross Country. We are very proud of your amazing 

    success! 

David B   3/4P  for  great work ethic and fantastic improvement in your organisational skills.  
Nicholas H   3/4V  for  making an excellent start at his new school. Children in grade 3/4V are very 

    pleased you have joined their class. 
Lachlan L     3/4V  for an incredible run at the District Cross Country. WOWðsecond place! Good 

    luck at Zone. 

Jared P-S   5B  for  his improved attitude in being more organised, respectful and responsible. 
    Well done Jared!  

Tom A   5/6F  for  his fantastic effort with all  activities and for participating and contributing to 
    all activities so well. Great Work Tom! 

Adam P   6H  for his enthusiasm and effort he is putting into all his classwork and for being a 

    wonderful Grade Six leader. 
 
 

Week ending May 29, 2009  
Matt H    Prep R for your fantastic effort in reading rotations and the dedication you have put into 

    your reading.  You are a star!  
Darcy B    Prep T for the improvement you have shown in your writing and for your fantastic effort 

    on Italian Day dressed as ñLa Mucca.ò   
Lachlan Sh    1B  for excellent work in Maths with place value and counting up to 100 every day  

Jed R             1D  for a terrific attitude and great ball skills in soccer on Italian Day. Well done!

Matthew M     1T  for  his fabulous sportsmanship and great soccer skills on Italian Day. Well done! 
Riley F    2M  for his superb attitude and the excellent effort he applies to all that he does. 

    Great work! 
Dylan Mc    2S  for  putting so much effort into trying new ways to work out words when reading 

    and for a fantastic worm brainstorm. Well done Dylan!  

Mitchell Ha.    3/4B for his enthusiastic participation during Italian Day and the effort he put into his 
    amazing costume. 

Joshua E    3/4P for a great weekôs work and enthusiastic participation on Italian Day. Well done 
    Josh! 

Teena T    3/4V  for displaying excellent concentration and a positive attitude towards all tasks.  

Roxanna R     5B   for her great effort to make her work look fantastic and her excellent assignment 
    pieces.  

April G     5/6F for her enthusiasm for all things; being a great class member and for being a  
    terrific role model for the younger students. Fantastic Effort April!  

Gillian B    6H  for always completing her best in all curriculum areas, especially her expressive 
    written pieces and her oral presentations of work.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

¶ Do you have a child who will be eligible for school entry in Year 
2010?  (Turning 5 years before 30 April 2010)  

 
  Name of Child: éééééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
¶ Will your child be attending Prep at Donburn Primary School? 

 
  Yes/No 
 
¶ Will your child be attending the Prep Transition Program  

       commencing Friday 6 November 2009? 

                
  Yes/No 
 
 

 

 
 

Please return this form to the office by Friday 5 June 2009.  
 

Transition Program Dates - 2009 

  
6 November  

  
Children will be working with our Prep Teachers and their Year 
2010 Buddies on a cooking activity. 
 

  
13 November   

  
Children will participate in a Technology activity with their Buddy. 
 

  
20 November  

  
Children will visit and work in both the Library and the Art Room. 
 

  
27 November  

  
Children will make a decoration with their Buddy.  Children will be 
introduced at assembly commencing at 3 pm in the School Hall. 



 

The suggestions below have been prepared by staff at Australian Catholic University as a guide for parents in helping 

their children to learn mathematics. 

 

Some Suggested Activities 

The following are some activities that you can do with your children.  Some are general and some relate to specific  

aspects of the mathematics curriculum. 

 

Number Games 

There are a range of games which are published in books and which are suitable as family games and which practice 

mathematics skills.  One card game commonly available now is called Numero which can be purchased in games shops 

and newsagents.  These provide practice with mental arithmetic.  There are also more traditional games such as       

Cribbage and Pontoon which provide some experience at addition and useful practice for children. 

 

When playing games for which there is a degree of logical thinking implied, talk with the children about better moves, 

or plays which lead to winning.  Think together about ways which help not to lose rather than to win.  Verbalising 

strategies are important for logical thinking. 

 

Some other games that can be played easily include: 

 

Car number plates 

When your car pulls up behind the car in front, you might have a competition to see how many  

different answers      children can make using the numbers from the car number plate.  For          

example if the number plate is 152 the children might say 1 x 5 + 2 is 7, or 1 + 5 + 2 is 8, or     

(1 + 5) x 2 is 12 and so on. 

 

Another ideas is to add the digits like this:  157 becomes 1 + 5 + 7 which is 13, then 1 + 3 = 4 and to see which number 

plate will give a special target number. 

 

Guess the pattern 

One player thinks of a rule (such as double and add 1).  Other players can suggest a number (such as 

5) and the first player tells them the number which results from the pattern (11).  The players can 

keep testing numbers until they can tell what is the rule. 

 

 

 

Guess my number 

One player thinks of a number, say between 1 and 100, the other player can ask questions only using the words ñmore or 

lessò.  For example, a player might ask ñIs the number more than 52?ò  The first player must answer either yes or no. 

 

 
 

 

A GUIDE FOR PARENTS 
 

HELPING YOUR CHILDREN 
WITH MATHEMATICS 


