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ñBE SUNSMARTò 

WEAR A HAT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

We are so pleased that all our new Prep students have settled in so happily and are busily engaged in such fun activities.  One Prep 

student reported to his family that ñMonday was the best day of his lifeò!  Long may this positive attitude continue! 

 

On Friday evening, 13 February, we are hosting our annual ñPrep Twilight Gymbus Picnicò.  This will be held on the oval from  

6 pm until 8 pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity to welcome all new families into the Donburn School Community.  BYO chair 

and food. 

 

The issue of homework has received considerable attention in the newspapers in the weeks leading up to the return to school.  I have 

attached a copy of our ñHomeworkò Policy for your information.  I would strongly encourage you to discuss the individual needs of 

your student with the class teacher - together  you will be able to provide an opportunity for your student to improve their learning 

outcomes.  The research in this area indicates that homework has more effective outcomes as children get older.   There is no case 

for burdening young students with lots of busy work - in many cases it will lead the students to form negative attitudes towards their 

schooling experience. 

 

In the early years of school the expectation is that students will gain from home related activities that are  

literacy related, particularly reading related.  We want all our students to develop a life long love of reading!   

If you would like assistance with a list of suitable books for you to read to your child, please send a note along 

to our Librarian, Carmel Arnold. All children love pre bedtime serial stories - a wonderful experience. 

 

Good luck to all our talented Grade 6 students as they prepare their leadership speeches which will be delivered on Friday.  Our  

local member of Parliament, Mary Wooldridge will be presenting the leadership badges at assembly on Friday, 13 February.   

I warmly invite all members of the Donburn School community to attend this wonderful celebration. 

 

Welcome back to our wonderful crossing supervisor Zahida.  Zahida cheerfully assists our students at the Highfield Road crossing.  

Zahida has enjoyed spending time with her family in Lebanon. 

 

Regards 

 

Kevin Sertori  

Principal  

4 February 2009 
Monday-Friday 9 - 13 February 2nd Week of Swimming Grades 1 to 6 

Friday   13 February  School Leaders Presentation of Badges at assembly 3pm 

      Gymbus 6.15 pm (Prep Families) 

Monday  16 February  Parent Information Night 

Thursday  19 February  2nd Hand Uniform Sale 2.30 pm Interview Room 

Monday  23 February  School Council 7.30 pm 

Monday-Friday 23-27 February Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Monday  2 March  Swimming Carnival Aquarena 9.30 am  -  1 pm 

Tuesday  3 March  Parent Maths Evening with Michael Ymer 7.30 pm 

Friday   6 March  District Swimming 

Monday  9 March  Labour Day Holiday 

Friday   13 March  School Photographs 

Monday-Friday 16-20 March  Grade 5/6 Camp 

Monday  30 March  School Council AGM 7.30 pm 

Friday   3 April  End of Term, Assembly 2 pm 

Term 2 

Monday  20 April  School Resumes 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Donburn Primary School 
 

 

Homework 
 

Purpose  

 
 

 

Guidelines  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Policies 

 

¶ Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the teaching and learning process and contributes to the 

development of sound study habits, responsibility and self discipline in children. 

¶ Homework should be seen as a valuable means of fostering understanding and communication  

  between the home and the school. 

¶ Homework should provide the opportunity for parents and carers to interact positively with their  

  children. 
 

¶ A letter will be sent home at the beginning of the year outlining the homework guidelines for each 

grade. 

¶ All homework expectations will be clearly stated and discussed with the children in class to ensure 

they fully understand the requirements. 

¶ In Grades 5-6 diaries will be used to record homework and as a form of communication between 

home and school. 

¶ Parents will be informed if homework is not completed. 

¶ Homework will be set with written instructions accompanied by date given and date due. Homework 

activities will relate to work in class across a variety of Key Learning Areas. 

¶ Students will be encouraged and motivated by using incentives such as House points. 

¶ Parents are asked to encourage children to take full responsibility for their homework, including 

reading on a regular basis. 

¶ All students should be encouraged to read every day. 

¶ Students in Grades Prep-4 will be required to do no more than 30 minutes of homework daily,     

including reading on a regular basis. 

¶ Students in Grades 5 & 6 will be required to do no more than 45 minutes of homework daily,      

including reading on a regular basis. 

¶ Homework should be relevant to the school curriculum and the classroom program. 

¶ Evaluation of homework procedures will take the form of review within team meetings and feedback 

from parents at interviews. Issues raised in these forums will be addressed based on individual  
circumstances. 

¶ Staff will regularly reinforce, correct and give feedback on the homework assignments of each 

child. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

SENDING NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY  
If you are interested in receiving your Newsletter via email instead of a printed 
copy, please email me at hanna.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au and your  
address will be included in our Distribution list. 
In the ñsubjectò box in your email, please enter ñsubscribeò so you will  
automatically be added to our data base. 
In the ñcontentò section, please put your name and the name and grade of your eldest child. 
The Newsletter will be in ñpdfò format and will hide the names of all recipients to protect  
privacy.  If you are not receiving your Newsletter by email and have requested this, please 
contact the office.  Thank you! 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
Hello and welcome back to everyone!  For those who are new to the school I will introduce myself.  

My name if Vitina Bakker and I have two children at the school, Gillian (6H) and Samantha (2M).  If 

you have any queries or need any assistance with your purchases please come and see me. 

 

I am aiming to hold two 2nd hand uniform sales a term, but for that to happen I need stock and thatôs 

where you come in.  Hereôs your chance to clean out your cupboards and drawers of any shorts, dresses 

and polo tops that your child has outgrown.  We are in need of good quality merchandise, please we 

cannot accept any items with broken zippers, missing buttons, stains, cuts and worn knees.  Items have 

to be standard uniform, not from Target or Kmart. 

 

Please wash and iron items, attach a note with all of your details, name, phone no, size, description of 

item and price.  If you are not sure then I am happy to price it for your.  We cannot go for more than 

half of what it cost new and then deduct for wear and tear.  The school gets 10% of the price and the 

balance goes to you.  For the person purchasing the items, please remember that you must check  

everything before you buy as we cannot exchange or return things.  We are always in need of small 

sizes, summer clothes, especially dresses. 

 

The sales are held in the Interview Room near the office.  The first one for this year will be at 2.30 pm 

on Thursday 19 February 2009.       Thank you!  VitinaJ 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The canteen will be resuming on Monday 16 February!  

It will operate on a three day basis ie Monday,  

Wednesday and Friday, and we will need helpers to  

volunteer for this work. Our roster requires at least 

two volunteers on the following days -  

 1st Wednesday  

 4th Wednesday,4th Friday  

 5th Monday, 5th Wednesday, 5th Friday  

Most parents volunteer for one day per month.  

 

Students love to see Mum and or Dad preparing lunches in the Canteen 

and  as this is also an excellent way to get to know other parents 

from Donburn, we ask you to volunteer for Canteen duty.  Please note 

that due to Occupational Health and Safety issues, preschoolers are 

not able to accompany parents who volunteer in the canteen.  

 

Please contact me at the office if you require further information.  

 

Thanking you in anticipation of your valued support!  Chris Clark  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE  
 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs  

associated with the education of their children. 

 

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

¶ Be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 

¶ Be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the 

State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 

 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid 

Pension Card. 

 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day for 

teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009). 

 

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and  

7 August 2009 for the second instalment. 

 

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and is 

paid in two instalments.  This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school. 

 

Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis. 

 

New EMA Payment option for 2009 
 

Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a 

new payment option for the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents. 

 

Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% óparent portionô of the 

EMA payment directly into the parentôs nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment. 

 

The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your EMA  

payment to be made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is the  

current arrangement).  The banking details required will include the BSB code and the account number. 
 

Payment Amounts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be 

required to complete a new application for the second instalment.  Parents who transfer children to another 

school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 August 2009, must reapply at the new school for the  

second instalment. 
 

EMA application forms are available from the school office.  Please bring to the office your current 

Health Care Card or valid Pension Card for photocopying.  

            Thank you, Margaret Hanna 

Instalment Portion Primary school* Secondary school* 

One Parent $  77.35 $ 155.05 

 School $  77.35 $ 155.05 

 

   

Two Parent $  33.15 $   66.56 

 School $  33.15 $   66.56 

 Total $ 221.00 $ 443.00 



 

BE ñSUNSMARTò   
Please ensure your child comes to school with a hat everyday, as students are to wear 
a hat whilst outside during Term 1.   
 

   P & F Update!   
 
Welcome back everyone to 2009. 
 
Welcome to all the new preps and our new Donburn families.  I hope everyone had a 
relaxing break and are now happily settled into the school routine.  I know Iôm not!!! 
 
Last year our Committee raised $20,000.   THANK YOU DONBURN FAMILIES FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT J 
 
The Parents and Friends Association is a group of parents who meet once a months to coordinate fundraising and 
non-fundraising activities for Donburn students and their families.  In the past we have conducted annual  
lapathons, school discoôs, trivia nights, chocolate drives, pasta drives, movie nights, school banking, Motherôs day 
and Christmas stalls, and a once a term chomp ónô chew with free dress and special lunch items. 
 
The P & F is a great way to meet other Donburn parents and a fantastic way to involve yourself in our school.  
Your time commitment need only be what time you can spare (it may be a little or it may be a lot).  But please  
remember that ñMany hands make Light Workò! 

 
In the past few years the number of parents helping with our fundraising activities has really 
declined so we are in desperate need of more help. 
 
Our first meeting for 2009 will be held in the staffroom on Wednesday 18 February at 9am.  
Please feel free to bring along your pre-schoolers as we have toys for them to play with.  
Come for a coffee and a chat as weôd love to hear some new and fresh suggestions for  
activities and fundraising ideas for 2009. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there.  (We donôt bite!!!) 

        Cathy King - President  

FIRST AID  -  SICK BAY  -  HELP NEEDED! 
A clean bed is greatly appreciated by children who need to rest and recover in the sick bay.  We  there-
fore need parents willing to wash the sick bay bedding on a weekly basis.  If you are able to help in this 
way please return the form below to the office and I will notify you via the Newsletter about your rostered 
week. Thank you in anticipation of your support. 
              Marg Hanna 

"ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 

I am willing to be placed on the sick bay washing roster. 
 
Name: ééééééééééééééé.   
 
Students Name: ééééééééééééé  Grade:  éééééééé.. 

LIBRARY NEWS  
Welcome back!  I am so looking forward to another year in the Library 
with your lovely children and books!! 
 
We have lots of books that need covering.  If you could spare an hour it 
would be very much appreciated.  I am happy for you to take them home.  
I am in the Library Monday and Wednesday. 
          Thanks, Carmel J 



 

FACE, BODY & NAILS ï by Hasey  
Fully qualified in all aspects of beauty work.  Phone 9846 7198 (M) 0403 197268 for mobile Beauty Therapist. 

 
HAIRDRESSING - Salon quality at affordable prices phone Rebecca 0403 241 480. 

 
THERAPUTIC and RELAXATION MASSAGE THERAPIST  ï Please phone (Samantha 0419 591 491) 

 
HAIRDRESSING - Unique Hair Fashion, professional home salon using CHI, 100% Ammonia Free colours with very 

reasonable prices.  Phone Meagan 9894 5536 (M) 0423 270 017. 
 

THINKING OF SELLING / BUYING!  Please ring Glenda Young (0433 555 767) of Ray White Real Estate Blackburn 

Road.  In sales for over 20 years! 

 
CARPETS AND RUGS 
All types of domestic and commercial carpets.  Great range of rugs and carpet overlocking service available.  Best 
prices in Melbourne ï 2/65 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood 9874 4133 ï 0430 032 010. 
Save money and help our school.  Every sale results in a donation to Donburn Primary School. 

 
NEW ABSCO Colour Bond Sheds  2.18m (d) x 2.26m (w), (7.2ft x 7.5ft).  Recommended Retail $800.00  

introductory price $499.00.  Donation to Donburn Primary School on every sale.  Telephone John 0422 109 410. 

 
HOLIDAY 
"If you are planning a holiday to North Queensland, the Church Family  have relocated to Trinity Beach (10 minutes 
north of Cairns).  Come and visit or stay with us at the Trinity Beach Club (www.trinitybeachclub.com.au).  Contact 
Jenny Church E-Mail: churchjenny@hotmail.com or 0404862956." 

 
BABYSITTING  
Mature, responsible 15 year old available for babysitting Friday and Saturday evenings.  $7.50 an hour (double after 
midnight) contact Eliza-Jane on 9841 7398.  

 
AUSTRALIAN GIRLS CHOIR  
Girls will become more confident as they learn singing, dancing and performing.  Our senior performers dazzle the 
world, but first they entertained their Mums and Dads.  If she like to sing, dance and play then let us inspire her to see 
the world as her stage.  www.ausgirlschoir.com.au  Phone 9859 6499 
 

AUS GIRLS DANCE  
All she wants to do is dance!  Fund and funky routines set to popular and current music.  Fitness focussed dance class, 
perfect for girls who just love to move.  Based on Dale Popeôs RED Programme (choreographer for Bindi Irwinôs  
KidFitness DVD).  www.ausgirlsdance.com.au  Phone 9859 6499 
 

Our Lady of the Pines  
Donvale Catechist Classes will be taking bookings for the 2009 Catechist program.  The classes are for parishioners 
who attend Government Schools and private schools and wish to make their First Holy Communion, Reconciliation and 
Confirmation.  Please ring Liza on 9841 8354 at the Parish Office on either Monday, Tuesday or Friday to place your 
childôs name on the list.  Preference will be given to families who live within the Parish boundary.  Secondary  
consideration will be given to others, subject to numbers.  Closing date for enrolment is 20 February 2009.  
 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The School is publishing these community notices because they may interest some students or Community  
members, but the school is unable to endorse or recommend any of these advertisements. 

   INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC AT DONBURN PRIMARY  
   SCHOOL Ǉ 
   Private music lessons are available during the school day in piano, guitar and 
   clarinet for students from Prep to Grade 6.  If you would like your child to  
   participate in this opportunity or if you have any enquiries please call  
   Hedy France on 0417 135 558 or 9561 0607. 

http://www.trinitybeachclub.com.au/
mailto:churchjenny@hotmail.com

