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Website:   www.donburn.vic.edu.au 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 May 2009 
Friday   8 May   Motherôs Day Stall 9 am - 1 pm 

Thursday  14 May  2nd Hand Uniform Sale 2.30 pm 

Monday-Friday 18-22 May  Education Week 

Monday  18 May  Open Evening 6 pm - 7 pm 

      School Council 7.30 pm 

Tuesday  19 May   Open Day - 12 noon Presentation in Staffroom 

Thursday  21 May  District Cross Country 

Thursday  28 May  Italian Day 

Monday-Friday 1-5 June  Grade 5/6 Camp 

Friday   5 June   No Assembly due to campers returning 

Monday  8 June   Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday   12 June  Reporting Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  

Dear Parents 

 

The Commonwealth Governmentôs Economic Stimulus Plan (ESP) has committed $14.7 billion over three years to Australian 

schools through the Building the Education Revolution program.   

 

On Monday the Government announced the 242 Victorian Government schools to receive Round One funding.  We are thrilled 

that Donburn has been selected and the proposal is now in the hands of the architect.  Below is a template of a suggested design 

for Donburn.   

 

Thank you to the small band of enthusiastic parents and staff who assisted with our working bee on Sunday.  The project  

manager and architect were very impressed with our magnificent school. 

Potential for Future Expansion 

to full gymnasium 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
         

       

 

 

 

WALKING SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY  

 

Walking Safely to School Day is an annual event when all primary school children are              

encouraged to walk and commute to school safely. It is a community event seeking to    promote 

Road Safety, Health, Public Transport and the Environment. 

 

It will be held throughout Australia on Friday May 15 2009.  

 

The primary objectives of the Walking Safely to School Day are:  

 

¶ To promote the health benefits of walking and help create regular walking habits at an early 

age. 

¶ To ensure that children up to the age of ten hold an adultôs hand when crossing the road. 

¶ To help children develop the vital road crossing skills they need as they become mature 

pedestrians. 

¶ To reduce the car dependency habits that are being created at an early age and which will 

be difficult to change as children become adults. 

¶ To promote and improve the use of public transport and reduce the level of traffic          

congestion. 

¶ To reduce vehicle emissions to help tackle climate change and improve air quality. 

 

Hopefully Walking Safely to School Day will not be an isolated event, but rather part of our  

childrenôs daily lives and fitness and well being regime. 

 

 

 

Julie Hoskin 

Assistant Principal 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Initiative Activities  
On the first initiative activity we had 

to try and fit all 12 people in our 

group on to a square block. Our 

group was the first to do it. The  

second activity was not like the first 

one. Very different indeed. We all 

had to get up this big wall and do it 

in a time limit and we did it. The 

next activity was one that Iôd better 

not tell  you about. Itôs a bit scary. 

On second thoughts its only an  

activity. We had to pretend there was 

a spider web with tarantulas on it 

(not real anyway). We had to try to 

get through the ropes and when we 

went through a hole it would shut. 

We won that one too. The next  

activity was so freaky. We had to 

swing from one island to another. 

We only had three people who 

ñdied!ò Our next challenge was so 

hard. No other team did it apart from 

one. We had to balance on a big 

wobbly piece of wood. We did that 

part. Then we had to get everyone to 

the sides and we were the first group 

to do it. It was so fun. YOU 

REALLY HAD TO WORK AS A 

TEAM.  
Reporter Kristian 

 

The Incredible Night Walk 
On Thursday night everyone went on 

a night walk to go to the camp fire. 

We needed torches and when we 

were following the leaders we had to 

find numbers along the way. I didn't 

shine my torch much for the walk. 

While we were walking, Lachlan and 

Joel were hiding behind a tree and 

scaring us. When we got to the camp 

fire we had to wait to get out sticks 

to put the marshmallows on. I only 

got one marshmallow but some  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

people got seconds and that was 

unfair. While we were toasting our 

marshmallows we had jokes and 

singing. Then we went back to our 

cabins. It was incredible and I loved 

sitting around the fire. 

Reporter Rishi 

 

Camp Activities 
One of the free time activities was 

playing with the two tennis poles. 

There was a pole stuck into the 

ground with a string on the top of it 

and a ball on the end of the string 

and there were two rackets. Next to 

the footy oval there was a big oak 

tree where you could sit and there 

was a big branch that you could 

climb and relax in but you weren't 

really allowed. The Oak tree was a 

good hiding place for ball tiggy. 

Another fun activity was the  

basketball ring next to the  

volleyball court. I had a few shots 

at the ring but not many went in. 

During free time I saw lots of  

people shooting hoops. Feeding the  

animals was another free time  

activity. Near the oak tree were two 

bulls, a donkey named Sam and a 

horse. There was a shed with hay 

and whenever you had free time 

you could get hay and feed it to the 

animals. On the way to the shed 

there became more and more hay. It 

was like a trail to the shed! Near the 

cabins there was a games room and 

that is where we had the bush dance 

and Red Faces. In the games room 

there were two table tennis tables, a 

pool table, a soccer table and an air 

hockey  

table. Camp was awesome! 

Reporter Giorgio 

 

Gundiwindi Dogs 

On the first day we met Danny, 

Tracey and Tara. They had three 

dogs. Their names were Maggie, 

Jezza and Lucy. They were so 

cute! Maggie couldnôt run fast 

because she was very old but 

Jezza and Lucy ran very fast! 

Poor  Maggie. Maggie loved  

being petted on the stomach. 

Jezza loved following me and 

Lucy loved running. Sometimes 

Jezza and Lucy played chasey 

around the picnic area. I loved 

the Gundiwindi dogs so much. 

Reporter Zelala 

 

Tricky Survival Skills  
Hello, I am Jessica and I am 

your reporter for today. Guess 

what we are going to talk about? 

Yes thatôs right, Survival Skills. 

Doing Survival Skills is more 

tricky than you think it is. You 

have to pretend that you are out 

in the bush. We had a little tour 

and then we had to make our 

own hut out of sticks! Very hard 

donôt you think? First you find 

some big tree trunks and get 

very big sticks to put on top for 

your roof. Then to add a little 

touch inside my hut I put in 

some bush furniture. We also put 

in a pretend TV with a remote. 

Oh and donôt forget the foot-

rests! These were made out of 

logs and sticks. At the end we all 

got inside to make sure that we 

all fitted in and Kerry took a  

picture. I loved camp! 

Reporter Jessica 
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Puffing Billy  
Hi. I am your reporter Zac. OK, here we 

go. After camp we got to go on Puffing 

Billy but we didnôt go that far because 

we went from Belgrave to Lakeside. 

Later, we got to have lunch. I had jam 

sandwiches. They were delicious. Then 

we went for a walk. We saw  an arena. 

It was really cool and the teachers took 

photos of us. Then we had a mini talent 

quest. So that was Puffing Billy. I 

thought camp was awesome.   

Reporter Zac 

 

Delicious Damper 
Hello and welcome to camp news. Iôm 

Ashleigh and Iôm your reporter for 

damper today. On Thursday the  

Echidnas went to damper with Mrs  

Pepper and Teenaôs mum Sotiria. For 

starters we got some flour on our hands 

so the dough wouldnôt stick to our 

hands. Then we put some dough on a 

stick and shaped it so it was thin. Then 

when everyone was finished we toasted 

them until they were toasted brown.  

After that we put some butter in and ate 

it. It tasted delicious. When we were 

finished people had some dough left so 

we fed the left over dough to the sheep 

and the alpaca. They thought it was nice 

too. I had fun  Reporter Ashleigh 

 

Enormous Swing 
Hello and welcome to camp news. Iôm  

Alexandra and I will be your reporter. I 

will be reporting on the giant swing and 

believe me itôs BIG. My best friend  

Jessica was first to go on. She went 

right to the top. She said it was fantastic. 

Then it was my turn. When you pull the 

red rope, your heart misses a beat! It 

was fabulous. One of the best things 

was when the wind went rushing 

through your face. It felt awesome. I 

loved camp and the giant swing. 

Reporter Alexandra 

The Great Big Flying Fox 
Hi, I am Lara the reporter and one 

of the activities at Gundiwindi 

Lodge was the flying fox. It was a 

very high view and I could see a lot 

of things. When I was up there I felt 

scared at first and then it felt pretty 

fun. You had to put on safety gear 

before you went on the flying fox 

and I thought it was the best thing I 

went on at camp. That was the best 

day ever. Reporter Lara 

 

Archery  
In Gundiwindi Lodge News today 

we will be talking about archery. It 

is the best. So come to Gundiwindi 

Lodge to do it. Jacob and Dion were 

up first because they are left handed. 

Oh, I almost forgot. I am going to 

tell you who showed us how to do 

Archery. It was Kylie and Mrs 

Hoskin. The right handed people 

were Corey, Tyler-Rose and then 

Sally and I. Sally did not hit the  

target and I did not hit the target  

either. But Josh E hit the ROOF! I 

cannot believe it. We had two turns 

and still nobody hit the target. Bye 

for now from your  

Reporter Gemma. 

 

Talent Show 
On Wednesday night we had the 

talent show called ñDonburnôs Got 

Talent.ò There were lots of acts and 

I was one of the people who did an 

act. Some of the acts were very 

funny. In the act that I did Ashleigh 

and I, Jessica and Alexandra were 

doing cartwheels, splits and  

backflips. I had a lot of fun. On  

Friday morning Mrs V announced 

the acts that came first, second and 

third. In first place was Jade. In  

second place was my group and in 

third place was a boy group that did  

 

an act about Aeroguard. It 

was a really fun night. 

Reporter Caitlin 

 

The Great Movie Night 
I am doing the News Report  

today. On Thursday night we 

watched a movie called 

ñAlvin and the Chipmunks.ò 

It was very funny, great and 

fantastic. The movie was sad 

as well. The chipmunks were 

singing and dancing. The 

Chipmunks used to live in a 

tree. At the end the  

chipmunks sang a Christmas 

song.  

Reporter Sophie 

 

People Blindfolded in 

the Sensory Trail 
Gôday. Iôm Anastasia and I 

will be your Sensory Trail  

reporter. OK. Lets start off 

with the basics. You  

obviously had a blind fold on 

and a partner to guide you 

around the course. Once you 

got started it was a bit scary  

stepping over the tyres, cow 

pat and around the trees. All 

the way through your heart 

missed a few beats going up 

hills, going down hills and 

sometimes tripping over the 

tree roots. It was fun.  

Reporter Annastasia 
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