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Dear Parents 

 

Last Thursday night about 40 men from the Donburn School Community gathered at school to reflect on the positive role 

of fathers in supporting their children along their life long learning journey.  This was indeed an evening of celebration 

and I have received very positive feedback regarding the success of the evening.  Thanks to Barry Wyatt for his support 

and to Bob Hook and Mick Bourke for their musical contribution.  A very special thanks to Brett Hughes-Gage for  

donating the fantastic office chair which was won by Alex Duncan. 

 

Congratulations to our very enthusiastic athletic team who won the Inter School Athletic Carnival.  Best wishes to the 

many students who will represent our district at the next level of competition.  Thank you to Rebecca McDonald for 

organising our team and to the wonderful group of parents who were able to attend. 

 

The big night has finally arrivedðThe School Production.  A very special THANK YOU to Bob Hook for directing and producing 

the Grade 5/6 presentation of ñKids in Camelotò.  Thank you also to Jeanette Breen for her work in producing the Prep - 4 students 

in ñMesmerisedò.  Once again Fiorella Glavich has produced fantastic sets and thanks to Barry Wyatt and Ted Whitelock for  

assisting with the transport of these sets.  Thanks to our sensational ticket sellers, Chris Clark and Lynne Breadmore and finally 

thanks to all parents for the fabulous costumes and encouragement of the childrenôs wonderful efforts. 

 

A new Donburn 15 months calendar is available this week - fantastic creative effort of Michelle Kloboucnik and  

Andrea Perrin  -  thank you both for your creativity and enthusiasm.  The calendar is a wonderful fundraiser for the 

school and at $20 per copy itôs an absolute treasure! 

 

Congratulations to the boys football team who have continued with their winning form!  A great effort.   

 

Congratulations to Rosanna  Bagnato and Michael D, Ryan T, Pamela I and Jazz C who performed brilliantly at the recent 

Italian Poetry Festival.  All members of the team performed at their best and, in a very tough competition, the team scored 

first place.  Congratulations to Ryan who was adjudicated the best performer for Donburn. 

 

 

Congratulations to all students who participated in 

the recent University of New South Wales Writing 

Skills test. 

 

 
 

Regards 

 

Kevin Sertori 

Principal  

 

9 September 2009 
Wednesday   9 September   School Concert 

Tuesday   15 September   Chomp ón Chew 

Friday    18 September   End of Term  

        2pm Assembly, 2.30 pm Dismissal 

Term 4 

Monday   5 October   Term 4 commences 

Monday-Wednesday  5-7 October   Prep Swimming 

Sunday   18 October   Working Bee 9 am (last for the year!) 

        (please mark in your diary) 

Telephone: 9841 8099 

Fax:  9841 8647 
Principal:  Kevin Sertori  

High Distinction 

 Grade 5  Jack S  

  

Distinction 

 Grade 6 Jacinta McK 

 Grade 5  Tom A  

 Grade 3 Nicola H 

 

Danny T  

Saraid T  Zoe T  

 

 

Credit  

 Grade 6 Rachel L  

 Grade 5 David C 

 Grade 3 Ayce T 

 

Jacqueline R  

Sarah H Jackson K 

Teena T Ellena T 

 

 

Simon P 

Zelala U 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIAN POETRY COMPETITION   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Ryan, Pamela, Michael and Jazz 

Mr. Kevin Sertori 
Principal  
Donburn Primary School 
Colchester Drive 
Doncaster East 3109 
 
Dear Kevin 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, your staff and of course the students of Donburn for your kind support of kids4 
kids day 2009 and raising $360.00 for the Foundation. 
 

Please find enclosed a certificate of appreciation that we hope you will display prominently.  
 

As you are aware, kids4kids day directly supports the Heartwell Foundation and its programs for children living in disadvantage or 
with serious illnesses, injuries and disabilities.  The philosophy of Heartwell is about ócreating a level playing fieldô and your  
assistance and that of many other schools will go along way to give access, opportunity and equality to children who are less  
fortunate. 
 

We are already planning for a bigger and better kids4kids day 2010, and will be promoting within the community as well as to 
schools.  It is to be held on Friday August 27th and I trust that Donburn will again be involved.  A simple gold coin donation from 
each student, from each participating school, is all that it takes to cumulatively make significant changes for many children, directly 
improving their general health and fitness, self-confidence and quality of life. 
 

I trust that we can continue our relationship in the coming years and together support many deserving children. 
 
Kind regards 
Scott Taylor 
Director 



  

 
 
 

 

Supporting Our Children to Learn to Write 

Reading and writing are closely connected. When children learn to read and write, they learn how 
literary and factual texts are written for different purposes and different audiences. In writing,       
children learn about the structure and grammar of written language as well as learning about    
handwriting and spelling.  

Stage 1 - In Prep to Year 2 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ hold a pencil correctly  

¶ trace letters and words  

¶ copy letters and words  

¶ form letters of the alphabet correctly  

¶ write using a variety of pencils, crayons, pens and textas  

¶ write on a variety of surfaces such as paper cardboard, sand, chalkboard  
 

Writing 

¶ recognise that words are separated by spaces  

¶ write their first name and surname  

¶ attempt to write letters and words with teacher assistance  

¶ use books, words and letters as models for their writing  

¶ write one or more sentences  

¶ attempt to use punctuation  

¶ write lists, messages, descriptions, stories, greeting cards, invitations and thank you letters, 
stories, poems, diaries  

¶ write letters, instructions, recounts and recipes  
¶ explore the use of word processors.  

Stage 2 - In Years 3 to 4 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ use the conventional letter shapes and ways of linking letters in their handwriting activities  
Writing 

¶ use other texts as models for writing, eg poems, recipes, lists, charts  

¶ use some punctuation markers accurately in their own writing  

¶ recognise the structure and grammar of a variety of texts, eg newspapers, diaries, journals, 
stories  

¶ write a variety of literary and factual texts, eg stories, recounts, procedures  

¶ participate in class writing of a variety of texts, eg reports, poems  

¶ adapt texts for different audiences and different purposes, eg letter to a friend or Member of 
Parliament  

¶ revise or redraft writing for publication  

¶ use editing functions on word processors when writing, revising and redrafting.  

Stage 3 - In Years 5 to 6 children learn gradually to: 

Handwriting 

¶ develop a legible and fluent handwriting style  



  

 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                                         

 
 
 

 

Supporting Our Children to Learn to Write (Cont) 

 
Writing 

¶ consistently use correct punctuation  

¶ use the structure and grammar of a variety of texts  

¶ effectively sequence ideas in writing  

¶ write a variety of literary texts such as narratives, poems and plays  

¶ write a variety of factual texts such as exposition, explanation, information report, proce-
dure,   recount and discussion  

¶ write a detailed description of a person, place or thing  

¶ write humorous adaptations of standard texts to amuse or entertain readers  

¶ record information from a variety of sources before writing  

¶ summarise and make notes  

¶ use redrafting, revising, editing, proofreading and publishing keep a learning log and  

¶ or journal to record what they have learnt  

¶ draft and edit text on a word processor.  

Supporting your child in learning to write  

When children begin to write they enjoy making marks and scribbles on paper. After a while they 
start to write some of the letters and sounds of the alphabet. They learn to write words. Eventually 
they learn to write sentences and are able to create a variety of texts. How can you help your child 
at home?  
Make writing experiences at home fun for you and your child:  

¶ write in front of your child and discuss what you are writing, eg shopping lists, cards, letters 
and notes  

¶ talk about the different purposes and audiences for writing  

¶ encourage your child to use a variety of paper for drawing and writing  

¶ encourage your child to use pens, pencils, crayons, chalk and textas for writing  

¶ encourage your child to draw and to write about their drawing  

¶ praise your child for `having a go' at writing words that are new to them  

¶ encourage your child to write messages for you and other family members  

¶ help your child to find little words in big words and to write them, eg carpet: car, pet, are, 
care, tar  

¶ encourage your child to write cards and invitations, and letters to friends, relatives, 
neighbours, school teachers  

¶ encourage your child to write signs, poems, favourite recipes and instructions  

¶ encourage your child to label things that they design and make  

¶ play word games such as `I Spy', `Scrabble', `Boggle', `Scattegories', `Junior Pictionary'  

¶ encourage your child to use a word processor or typewriter if available  

¶ display paintings, drawings and writing that your child brings home from school  

¶ encourage your child to develop their own photo album and encourage them to write labels 
for their photos  

¶ encourage your child to keep a scrap book or photo album for putting in pictures and writing  

¶ encourage your child to keep a diary and to write in it whenever possible  

¶ encourage your child to write in the Victorian Cursive Script. 
 
 

Julie Hoskin - Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

      

District Athletics Carnival 2009  
 
On Thursday 3 September, 44 students represented Donburn at the District Athletic Sports. 

 

All the students who attended the Athletics Carnival represented Donburn with a wonderful spirit and had a great 
day.  Congratulations!   

 
Events such as this are not possible without parental support; I would like to thank Bernadette Lyall, Kerry Brown, 

and Shane Grattidge, who represented Donburn as officials at the District Athletics Carnival.  I would also like to 
thank Robyn Fraser who ensured that the students knew when and where their events were on.  

 

With a massive effort of gaining places in 47 events, Donburn were the District Athletics Champions for 2009.  
 

Congratulations to the following students who have qualified for the Zone Athletics Competition.  
 

  Claire A, Jessica P, Miranda M and Sarah T  12 year old girls relay team 

  Ben L, Callum B, Jack S and Jordan L   11 year old boys relay team  
  Zoe T        100 metres 

  Maddy H        Shot Put and Discus 
  April G       Triple Jump 

  Claire A       100 metres and 800 metres 
  Miranda M       200 metres 

  Tyler B       200 metres and 1500 metres 

  Ayce T       800 metres 
  Callum B       200 metres and 800 metres 

  Jordan L       Shot Put 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Week ending August 28, 2009  

Jiarne C Prep R for  the wonderful effort and excellent singing you are showing in our concert rehearsal.  
    We are all enjoying your enthusiasm. Keep it up!  

Bethany Mc Prep T for always helping in class and for her great project ñThe Old Lady Who Swallowed a Flyò. 
Chaise J 1B  for writing a Fairytale of the óThree Bearsô and for your co-operation in class. Well done!  

Taryne V 1D  for her lovely singing and great dancing in our concert practices. Well done!  

Nicole P 1T  welcome to Donburn Primary School. We are very happy to have another friend in Grade 1.  
Byron R 2M  for fabulous work during reading and writing time.  You are doing really well! Keep it up!   

Dylan Mc 2S  for learning all of the words and dance moves for the production so quickly and for always 
    trying your best. Well done Dylan!  

Jessica V 3/4B  for her bubbly effervescent personality and for always being a fair, supportive and caring  
    friend to all her classmates. 

Joshua E 3/4P  for the effort you have put in when learning multiplication during mathematics this week. It 

    was great to see the pride you have taken in your achievement. Well done Josh.  
Jason P 3/4P  for the effort and concentration you are putting in to learning our song and dance during  

    concert rehearsal. 
James S 3/4V  for attaining excellent results in Mathletics, both at home and at school. Congratulations on 

    your award. 

Ryan T 5B  for being a polite, well mannered and hard working student, who encourages his   
    classmates. Well Done! 

Hayden V 5B  for being an enthusiastic hardworking and considerate student. Well Done!  
Lucy K 5/6F  for  the wonderful display of computer technology with her Prep Buddy Story ôPaigeôs  

    Amazing Animal Adventure.ô Wonderful Work Lucy! 
Sarah T 5/6F  for her the outstanding presentation of her Prep Buddy Story óNatashaôs Underwater  

    Adventure.ô Terrific Effort Sarah! 

Madison A 6H  for the effort and enthusiasm she has put into all curriculum tasks presented to her during 
    her Grade Six year, especially her Prep picture book and her preparation for our play, óKids 

    in Camelot.ô 
Luke L 6H  for the great effort he is putting into his class work and for the excellent job he is doing as 

    captain of the Eastlink Football team. 
 

Week ending September 4, 2009  

Toby C Prep R for the fantastic efforts you are showing in Reading Rotations. You are reading so   

    beautifully.  Keep up the hard work!  

Luke S Prep T for always doing his best and for knowing all our ñSeussò dance moves and songs for the  
    school production. You are a star! 

Jayden S 1B  for your excellent work on the calculators and for your great sportsmanship in running  
    races. 

Clodine I  1D  for her excellent dance leadership in our gradeôs concert practices. You look fantastic! 
Kurtis S  1T  for your fantastic Journal writing. I am so proud of you. You are a SUPER STAR! 

Amaan R 2M  for a fantastic first week at Donburn.  We love having you in 2M, keep up the super work!  

Vanessa T 2S  for writing a fantastic letter to Fluffy and trying so hard during production rehearsal. Your 
    cartwheels are great! Well done Vanessa!  

Sally S 3/4B  for her enthusiasm and excellent singing and dancing during our concert rehearsals.  
Catherine K 3/4P  for the fantastic effort and persistence in learning our song and preparing for our concert 

    item. You are a star!  

Jeremy H 3/4V   for displaying pleasing work practices and a dedication to become an excellent class role  
    model. 

Mikayla K 5B   for  her lovely positive attitude, being a great sustainability ambassador and presenting a  
    terrific renewable energy poster. Well Done!  

Kahlee V 5/6F  for the wonderful persistence and determination you have shown in conquering fractions. 

    Iôm so impressed with your efforts. Fantastic Kahlee! Go Girl! 
Mitchell Y  5/6F  for his consistent and pleasing effort, persistence and determination with all  things  

    fractions! Youôve Got It! Great Effort Mitch! 
Annie L 6H  for the effort she always puts into all her classroom work and for her creativity in  

      presenting her work.  


