
28 February 2018 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Thank you to the parents for attending the parent information evening last night. It 

was well attended and the feedback from parents was that they valued the 

presentations from the teachers outlining their plans for 2018. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to cement the partnership between home and school for the benefit of 

our children. Information booklets were available on the evening and teachers will 

send a copy of the booklet home to parents unable to attend on the evening.  

Next week, we will have parent teacher interviews and parents will be able to book 

online on Compass from this afternoon. These interviews give parents an 

opportunity to discuss their child’s stress and challenges. Teachers will talk about 

how they have settled into the school year and the student’s personal goals. 

Caitlyn Green, (School Council President), Beth McInnes and I met with 

representatives from Manningham Council to discuss concerns about the traffic 

around the school at drop-off and pick-up times and the building development of a 

site on the school boundary. The council has an Active Travel Plan program that we 

are hoping to join. There will be another meeting this week.  

We have sort advice from the Department of Education about our concerns with the 

building development.  

The Gymbus evening last Friday was very successful. It is lovely seeing all the 

children enjoying playing together giving the parents an opportunity to develop 

their new friendships. Grant’s karaoke was well received! 

There was much celebration on 16 February around the 

school for Chinese New Year. The staff had a delicious 

morning tea provided by our staff with Asian backgrounds. 
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Thursday   1 March  Second Hand Uniform Sales (9:15am) 

Friday    2 March  Assembly 

Monday    5 March  Parent/Teacher Chats  

Tuesday    6 March  School Photos 

Thursday   8 March  Parent/Teacher Chats  

Friday    9 March  P&F Meeting 9:15am 

Monday  12 March  Labour Day Holiday (no school this day) 

Tuesday  13 March   Years 1 and 2 Swimming Program commences 

Friday  16 March  Assembly 

Thursday 22 March  Chomp ‘n Chew 

Thursday  29 March  Assembly 2pm   

       Last day of Term 1 (2:30pm Finish) 

Friday  30 March  Good Friday (no school this day) 
 

Monday  16 April   First day of Term 2 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Be Sunsmart! 

2018 Victoria School Holidays and Term Dates 

 Start Finish Length 

Term 1 Monday, January 29 2018 Thursday, 29 March 2018 9 weeks 

School Holidays Friday, 30 March 2018 Sunday, 15 April 2018   

Term 2 Monday, 16 April 2018 Friday, 29 June 2018 11 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 30 June 2018 Sunday, 15 July 2018   

Term 3 Monday, 16 July 2018 Friday, 21 September 2018 10 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 22 September 2018 Sunday, 7 October 2018   

Term 4 Monday, 8 October 2018 Friday, 21 December 2018 11 weeks 

2018/2019 Holidays Saturday, 22 December 2018 Tuesday, 29 January 2019   

As everyone is aware, there is a School Council election in process at the moment. 

Please deliver your votes to the office. If you have any questions about the voting 
process please do not hesitate to come and ask me. Voting closes on 5 March at 4pm. 

Kind regards 

  Julie 
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A very warm welcome to 2018 to all Donburn families, with an extra special 

welcome to those students and families who are new to our school. I hope 

that all students have settled well into their new classrooms and their new 

routines. 

School Council met for the first meeting of the year on 19 Monday February, 

with plenty to discuss. 

Dept. Education Major Building Project 

You may remember that Donburn has received funding from the Dept of 

Education for a major building project. This funding has been specified for 

use in the main (central) school building and plans are in the final stages of 

confirmation. The works will be concentrated on renovating the toilet block 

and the breezeway area, lifting the roofline of the central building and 

reconfiguring the space in the 2 Foundation rooms closest to the toilet. 

Works are expected to commence mid 2018. Once finalised, the plans will 

be available for public viewing. 

Building and Grounds Works conducted over the holidays 

You may have noticed that there have been some significant improvements 

made to the school over the summer holidays. A ramp has been installed in 

the Year 5 portable (beside the chicken coop and vegie garden). The 

disabled toilet in the BER (Year 5 & 6 rooms) has been modified to include a 

hoist and change table. A huge thankyou to Peter Redmile who spent hours 

ensuring that the grounds looked beautiful for the commencement of school 

– in particular planting the garden beds around the Grade 4 portable. 

School Swimming Carnival  
Unfortunately the school swimming carnival had to be cancelled due to 

extreme and unforeseen weather. The school experienced extremely high 

winds and multiple fallen tree branches between 8.45am and 10.00am. It 

was unsafe for the children to be boarding buses and also to be participating 

in the open air swimming events at this time – and the decision was made to 

cancel the carnival. 

However, throughout the morning, as the winds reduced and the weather 

cleared, it became apparent that it was safe for children to attend. The 

decision was made to take only the children swimming in the 50m 

events (84 children) for the following reasons; 
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 Donburn Primary school had booked Aquarena for the morning session 

only – there was another school waiting at the gates at the completion of 

our session, to enter for the afternoon session 

 The school incurred the full cost of the bus transport and the pool hire – 

due to the late cancellation 

 Donburn was participating in the Manningham District Inter-school 

swimming carnival on Thursday 22 February and need to qualify children 

for this event. 

Whilst we understand that many children were disappointed by this, the safety 

of the children is our primary concern and we needed to ensure they stayed 

safe.  

As specified in the Compass notification on Thursday 15 February, any 

student who did not attend the swimming carnival is eligible for a credit of $12 

towards future excursion payments. Please contact the office to arrange this. 

Kind Regards, 

Caitlyn Green 

School Council President 

0425 757 832 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018 SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Congratulations to our Donburn school captains. 

2018 School Captains, Amelie S and Zach H and all our other 

captains were presented badges by Ryan Smith MP Member 

for Warrandyte at assembly. 



Last Friday evening Donburn hosted a very enjoyable 

Foundation welcome picnic. It was a great opportunity for 

the families new to Donburn to meet other families within 

the school community as well as the Donburn staff.  

The children had a wonderful time playing in the Gymbus 

with their Year 6 Buddies. It was a fabulous evening and all the Foundation 

students keep asking when the Gymbus is coming back to school!  

Lauren, Ashleigh & Ashlyn - Foundation teachers  

FOUNDATION GYMBUS WELCOME PICNIC 

Summer Sport 

Our Year 5 and 6 students will  

be competing in the first round robin tomorrow. Most matches begin at 9:45am 

and are being played at the following venues:- 

 Rounders at Donvale Primary School - on the school oval 

 Softball at Rieschiecks Reserve 

 Cricket at Donvale Reserve  

 Basketball at Bulleen Basketball stadium 

 Hot Shots Tennis at St Kevin’s Tennis Club  

Parents are most welcome to come and support the children.  

PE AND SPORTS REPORT 



Swimming Carnivals 

Unfortunately two weeks ago our annual swimming carnival for 

all Year 3-6 students was cancelled due to the dangerous 

winds but thankfully later in the morning they eased and we were able to run 

all of the 50m races. Final results from those races were: Hotham 229 points, 

Oberon 209 points; Kosciusko 92 points, Buffalo 87 points. 

A huge thank you to all the parents who assisted on the day as officials. 

The school team consisting of 31 children was selected from the fastest 50m 

swimming times. Last Thursday, these children represented Donburn in the 

District Swimming Carnival . All competitors performed admirably, placing our 

school fifth out of the eight in the Doncaster District. In one of the closest 

competitions ever, final results were: Templestowe Valley 177 points, 

Doncaster 176 points, Doncaster Gardens 173 points, St. Gregs 159 points, 

Donburn 140 points, St Charles 46 points, Donvale 38 points and  

St Kevins 7 points. 

A special congratulations to Thomas H (Year 5), Bridget H (Year 5) and Tyler 

(Year 4), who are competing at the Manningham Division next Monday.  

A fantastic effort! 

Thank you to also to Stephanie Fua, Nikki Healy and Lindy Rickards who 

assisted at the District carnival and to all the many parents who supported 

and cheered on our students! 

PE AND SPORTS REPORT 



Swimming Carnival 

I was watching the Swimming Carnival while silently 

debating with myself if I should call in sick. Then I 

realised, that I didn’t want to be 93 years old and regret 

calling in sick and not swimming in my race. That’s how I 

convinced myself! I lined up, my eyes glued to the pool. Nobody was laughing 

at the girl who came last, not even a snigger.  

It was nearly my turn! I jumped into the water and the smell of chlorine tickled 

my nose, “it was time” I told myself. The water was freezing, but that didn’t 

stop me. “Ready... Steady… Go!” the teacher shouted. Off I went with my 

arms diving in and grabbing water. I looked underwater, I couldn’t see anyone, 

a frightening thought entered my mind, I had come last. I got out of the water 

with a half sad and half proud feeling, then suddenly a lady pushed a red 

plastic card into my hand and said “You came second, Great job!” I was 

shocked! 

Swimming Fun-day 

A wave of butterflies flew into my stomach lining up for the waterslide. I know 

you’re probably thinking, why is she so scared? It’s just a water slide! Not to 

me, to me it’s the abyss of death! If die on that thing I’m assuring you, 

Aquarena is paying for my funeral! 

Ok, maybe I might be exaggerating just a bit (or a lot). I watched the next kid 

on the slide, thankfully, he didn’t die. I started on the blue slide, which was 

slower; I took a deep breath, lay down and whooshed down into the blue 

tunnel. I felt as if I had entered an alternate universe. I didn’t have to worry 

about a thing. Once again, the smell of 

chlorine tickled my nose. I felt water 

gushing down my arms, the water 

swerved side to side and taking me with it. 

At least it wasn’t as bad as some of the 

other slides, where 100 people are 

crammed into an inflatable. Once I got off 

the only thought that entered my mind was 

to go on again. 

By Ellie A 5K 

YEARS 3,4,5 AND 6 SWIMMING PROGRAM 



Welcome to our first eSmart newsletter for 2018.  

It is with great excitement that I would like to introduce our Junior eSmart 
Team for 2018! 

Our Junior eSmart Committee will be lead by Captains: Rebecca R 6W and 
Oliver P 6W 

The following students are welcomed as Junior Committee Members:  

 *Brodie W, Jeffrey & Scarlett 3J 

 *Zara D and Campbell C 3R 

 *Rachel W and Nate B 3K 

 *Katherine G and Jessie L 4O 

 *Christopher C and Joshua G 4H 

 *Maya D, Jayden Y and Jai A 4F 

 *Dylan K and Moosa I 5K 

 *Abby D and Jamie B 5T 

 *Xin R and  George V 5W 

 *Oliver Z and Annika L 6W 

Please be on the ‘lookout’ for our ‘Student User Agreement’ for 2018 to come 

home soon. Please discuss this with your child at home to ensure they fully 

understand what is expected of them as we aim to ensure competent ‘Global 

Citizens.’ The Student user agreements will need to be returned to school, 

signed, before your child will be able to access ICT whilst in class. Thank you 

for assisting us to educate informed ‘Junior Global Citizens!’ 

eSmart School Committee interest: 

Name: 

I am interested in being part of Donburn’s ‘eSmart Schools Sustaining Phase’. 

The best way to contact me is: 

My email address is: 

Signed: 

eSMART NEWS UPDATE 1, 2018 
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SCHOOL PHOTO DAY - TUESDAY 6 MARCH  

Photo Day ordering envelopes need to come back to 

the class teachers or office please. 

School photos can be ordered online using the 

information shown on the envelope. 

These envelopes will need to be brought to school 

with your child on or before the 6 March, i.e. the day the photos are taken. 

If your child did not bring an envelope home, please collect a photo order 

envelope from the office  

SIBLING PHOTOS  

For families with siblings at the school and you would like to get a photo of 

them together in their school uniform, please collect and fill in a Sibling Photo 

Envelope from the office prior to the photo day. 

All photo envelopes are to be returned to the classroom. i.e. all online and 

cash orders. 

School banking is done at Donburn by parent volunteers and 

the school receives a commission from the bank on the 

money banked. 

Banking is done every Tuesday, so don’t forget your bank books and start 

collecting your tokens for some new prizes. If you would like to apply for a 

bank account, you can visit any Commonwealth branch or apply online. 

Happy Banking! 

SCHOOL BANKING ON TUESDAYS 

A clean bed is greatly appreciated by children who need to 

rest and recover in the sick bay.  

Thank you to the parents washing the sick bay bedding.  

Please contact the office if you would like to be added to the 2018 roster. 

Email. donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

VOLUNTEERS FOR WASHING  



SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

NOW Open Thursday 1 March 

9:15am - 9:30am 

When donating items please ensure they are in 

good, clean condition, labelled using the 

example shown. 

Regards 

Shugufta - Second Hand Uniform Coordinator 

 Your Name 

………………………………..………… 

Phone number 

………………………………….………… 

Description of the item (s) 

……………..……………………Selling 

price Donated 

$………………   

 Clothing in good condition 

 Laundered 

The library has just received lots 

of new books.  

We require some helpers to cover these new books with contact paper. 

If you are able to help out, please visit me in the library from 8:45am - 9am. 

Thanks 

Andrea - Library Teacher 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Lego Club is back in full swing again for 2018 ! Come along on 

Monday and Thursday lunchtimes to enjoy playing with our 

fantastic collection of Lego, Duplo and there are also some 

Zoobs to play with now, too! Come along and see what they are 

and what you can build. Everyone is welcome from all year levels. 

Day and Time: 

Monday and Thursday lunchtimes at 2.05pm in 

the Foundation W classroom (next to the 

Library.) Listen for the announcement half-way 

through lunch.  

See you there! 

Ashleigh Walker 

LEGO CLUB - MONDAY AND THURSDAY LUNCH TIMES 



On Tuesday 20 February, the Year 2 students made zucchini 

spirals with tomato sauce. The zucchinis were grown in our 

own school garden and some of them had grown to an 

enormous size.  

We were divided into groups, with each group being responsible for a specific 

task. One group washed and prepared the bottles for the tomato sauce, while 

another group cut up and made the zucchini into spirals. The third group had 

to remove the seeds from the tomatoes, which were then squashed into a 

pulp. The pulp was put into the bottles. 

Kathryn then cooked the spirals with some herbs and the tomato sauce. We 

all tried the zucchini and some people even went back for seconds. 

Thank you to Kathryn for organising the cooking and to the other mums who 

were able to assist us. 

Year 2 students and teachers. 

COOKING WITH YEAR 2 



The students were very engaged looking at the roots of the 

seedlings as they placed the small plants into the soil. Then they had fun 

enthusiastically covering the roots with soil and everyone added some pea 

straw to help keep moisture in the soil. Finally the plants were watered and we 

are waiting for them to grow.   

Kathryn, one of our much valued parents, prepared the soil 

for Year One students to plant cos lettuce and bulbine lilies. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

YEAR 1 STUDENTS PLANT VEGETABLES WITH KATHRYN 

Last Tuesday the Year 2s made and bottled 
fresh tomato Passata with zucchini 
noodles. The zucchinis were picked by some of our 
foundation students on their first day! The bottled tomato 
Passata will be used by other classes later in the year when 
cooking as part of our kitchen garden program.  

Any parents or grandparents who would like to help out with the 
kitchen garden program (garden club during lunchtime on 
Wednesdays or cooking during the year) please contact Caitlin Whiteman 
(Year 5) or Kathryn Manago (parent) Kathryn.manago@gmail.com 

Thanks - Kathryn Manago  

COOKING WITH YEAR 2 

mailto:Kathryn.manago@gmail.com


PARENT AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

The next P & F Meeting 

Friday March 9 at 9.15am (Staffroom).   

If you missed our first meeting, it’s not too late to join us. We try our best to 
run the meetings for no longer than an hour and pre-schoolers are most 
welcome. 
 

Sports for Schools 

Bookclub Update 

The P & F Committee thanks all the families that have been supporting 
Donburn by purchasing books through Scholastic Book Club. 

Each book ordered gains rewards points for the school, and so far this year 
we've been able to order three sets of classroom readers for Grade 1, as well 
as a set of floor dots for Foundation classrooms. 

Please keep your Book Club orders coming in with each issue and help us to 
build on Donburn's literacy resources. Issue 2 will be coming home soon! 

Loose Change Challenge 

The class that collects the most loose change 
between Monday 5 March and 7 May will win a class ice-cream party. 

So get collecting. Check down the back of the couch, raid those stashes of 
coins in the car, get Dad’s spare change jar and keep your eyes peeled for 
any loose change. You may even see some when you’re walking down the 
street! 

Jars will be available in each room to collect the coins. 

Good luck everyone! 



Support Donburn Primary School and you’ll be rewarded! 

We are raising funds for our fundraising and you can help. 

Order the NEW 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Book or 

Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive hundreds of valuable 

offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be supporting our 

fundraising. PLUS, order now to receive over $100 of bonus Early Bird Offers 

(hurry, these sell out quickly). 

http://www.entbook.com.au/185a392http://www.entbook.com.au/185a392 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/185a392 

"The Entertainment Book is great value for such a low price. There are a lot of 

savings I get back instantly. It more than outweighs the original price. There is 

something for everyone casual, fine dining, adventure and family. I couldn't 

live without it.” – Susan  

Donburn Primary School 

Michelle mishc@tpg.com.au / Adi Garcia 0416 127 211 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

PARENT AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

http://www.entbook.com.au/185a392
http://www.entbook.com.au/185a392
mailto:mishc@tpg.com.au


COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or 

community group. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or community group.  

No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

If you have a concern at any time regarding any issue to do with the school please feel free to mention it to 

Julie Hoskin (Principal) or Jarod Ryan (Assistant Principal). 

SUKI KIDS Designer Wear - Designs by a Donburn mum. Ethically made. Girls sizes 7 - 14. Purchase online 

www.sukikids.com.au. Free postage for orders $50+. 

 

CONTINENTAL MITCHAM - Stanley Chen (Parent) Director 582 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham   

e: conti.mitcham@gmail.com   www.continental-tyres.com.au 

 

SPEEDCUBE www.speedcube.com.au - Can you “solve the puzzle?”  Bright and Colorful – Increases Spatial IQ  Enter 

discount code “donburn” for free delivery. Only for Doncaster East and surrounding areas. 

 

CURRAWONG TENNIS CLUB (Cnr Reynolds & Springvale Roads, East Doncaster) 

Extensive Junior Coaching Program  Junior Groups  (5-18 years), Private Lessons, Friday Social Tennis, Friday Night Junior 

League, Weekend Competition, Holiday Programs & Round Robins, Free Trial and Assessment and Ladies Tennis 

Mornings. Contact Club Coach Ultimate Tennis Training Gary Pitts Ph 9848 506 or 0404 028 104. 

 

INDIVIDUAL EYELASH EXTENSIONS 

Applied to each individual eyelash - No more mascara! Completely harmless to your natural lashes when applied correctly. 

Home based business in Donvale, professionally trained and qualified.  Call Bec 0430 318 172. 

 

DONBURN BADMINTON  

Thursday Mornings from 9:15am - 11am (a change of day and now for Dads and Mums)  Come and join us at social 

badminton. Bring your friends. Get to know members of Donburn community.  Great exercise, even better coffee. Call or text 

Allison (Raf and Asher’s mum) 0400 984 288. Even if you’ve never tried, you can cheer us on. Kiddies and bubs welcome. 

 

CHIMES INDIAN RESTAURANT Located at 170 Belmore Road, Balwyn, Chimes offers you an opportunity to grasp 

its sumptuous look and savour their lip smacking delicacies! 10% of your bill will go towards the school and you will receive a 

10% discount! ) Ph 9857 5858 for a reservation. 

 

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS)- Structured mother’s group with crèche in Doncaster for mums of kids aged 0-6 

years. Two Wednesday mornings per month during school term. Socialise, eat, learn, craft and RELAX! 

First session free for new mums -Call/text Donburn mum Margaret 0410 120 446 e: mops@holytrinitydoncaster.org.au. 

 

SLAMIN TENNIS & FITNESS (800 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster) 2016 Victorian ANZ Tennis Hot Shots Coach of the Year 

Vicky Lee – hosting lessons and competitions for children from 3 years of age, as well as advanced squad training, private 

lessons, and lessons for Mums and Dads. No experience necessary. Simply mention Donburn Primary when booking for a 

special bonus! Vicky Lee (m) 0403 129 648 or www.slamin.com.au 

 

PRESSED FOR TIME IRONING – Free pickup and delivery $15.00 per hour. Returned back under plastic wraps. Call 

Melanie on 0412 812 271. 
 

MENDING AND ALTERATIONS – Zips, hems, lengthening, shortening, taking-in or letting-out. Grandmother and 

grandfather of Emmi, Year 5 and Dean, Year 1, with over 50 years experience as a tailor and a dressmaker. Call Andrea on 

9842 7860, East Doncaster. 
 

HAIRDRESSER - please call Kathy on 0468 457 358 for an appointment. 

 

Using the app - COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER APP  

Using the we link - https://donburn-vic.compass.education  

or click on the link on our web site -  www.donburn.vic.edu.au 

http://www.speedcube.com.au/
mailto:mops@holytrinitydoncaster.org.au
http://www.slamin.com.au

