
 

 

21 October 2015 

Dear Parents, 

On Monday 14 September, the Victorian Government announced a series of landmark reforms to build and define Victoria as the 

Education State. 

The announcements included a focus on strong school leadership, better teaching, more collaboration between teachers and schools and 

resources targeted at student need. 

Next year all government schools well receive extra needs-based funding to better respond to every student’s needs. We received 

$12,738. 

You can find out how much extra funding every government school will receive next year on the Find Your School’s Equity Funding 

Amount website: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/educationstate/Pages/schoolbudget.aspx 

Out teachers will receive training to implement the new Victorian Curriculum, which will include new subjects like digital coding and 

respectful relationships. 

The government also set new state-wide education targets - goals for our students in areas like maths, reading, science, the arts, 

resilience and critical and creative thinking. 

This is an exciting time for Victorian schools, and these new initiatives will inform our planning for 2016.  

I encourage you to visit the Department’s website to find out more about the Education State initiatives. 

Next Wednesday 28 October Anne Vanderharst will be retiring from Donburn Primary School. Anne has worked at our 

school over the previous twelve years and she has positively supported and contributed to the educational programs across 

our school. We thank Anne for her wonderful work and wish her well for her next career as a Patient Transport Officer 

with the Royal Flying Doctors. 

Friday 30 October is “World Teachers Day” and I would encourage all parents to acknowledge the outstanding work of our teachers on 

this day. 

Thursday  22 October  Year 5/6 Speech Evening - 7:30pm Start 

Friday   23 October  Assembly 

Monday    2 November  School operating as normal 

Tuesday    3 November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Friday     6 November  Lap-a-thon 

Friday     6 November  Assembly 

Friday   13 November  Transition 2 pm - Foundation students 2016 

Monday  16 November  School Council 

Friday   20 November  P & F Meeting 9:10am in the Staffroom 

Friday   20 November  Transition 2 pm - Foundation students 2016 

Friday   20 November  Assembly 

Thursday  26 November  Foundation Parent (2016) Information Evening 7.30pm 

Friday   27 November  Transition 2 pm - Foundation students 2016 

Friday     4 December  Transition 2 pm - Foundation students 2016 

Friday     4 December  Assembly 

Wednesday    9 December  Parent Helpers Morning Tea 

Thursday  10 December  Christmas Stall 

Friday   11 December  Christmas Stall 

Friday   11 December  Twilight Christmas Concert 

Tuesday  15 December  Year 6 Graduation 

Thursday  17 December  Final Assembly for 2015 

Thursday  17 December  Final day for students 3.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 4 

Wear a hat! 

BE 

SUNSMART 

 Regards ~  
     Kevin  



 

 

On Friday 16th October, our Sustainability Leaders and some other students had the privilege of 

attending the annual Lead 2 sustain conference held at Currawong Bush Park.  

It was an action packed day where we discovered new ways to act Sustainably and gain more respect 

for the environment around us.  

Some of the activities included: Animal handling, Trash Puppets, Bike Powered Smoothies, Fishing 

for Facts and Recycled Minibeasts.  

We also listened to some inspirational speakers who told us stories of positive impacts we have had on 

the environment. 

My favourite 

activity was the 

seed planting. I was 

able to make a pot 

out of newspaper 

and plant sunflower 

and bean seeds in it. 

It was really cool! 

Kiara Yr4 

I had an awesome 

day! I loved making 

smoothies pedalling 

the bike to power the 

blenders. I made a 

puppet from 

recycled material 

and my favourite 

activity was the 

Animal Handling 

where we held 

snakes, lizards and a 

turtle. 

Mitchell Yr6 

I really enjoyed 

making the Trash 

puppets! I made 

a dinosaur 

wearing a hat, all 

out of trash! I 

also did Fishing 

for Facts. I had 

an amazing time 

and would love 

to do it all over 

again! 

Josie Yr4 

My favourite activity was seed planting. I learnt a lot of new 

things and it was a great experience. Did you know that a torch 

won’t power a solar panel because it isn't a UV light source. 

Luke H Yr6  



 

 

My favourite activity was Mobile Energy. I really 

enjoyed having to cycle on the bike to create energy. It 

was cool to be able to switch on lights just by 

pedalling. We learnt so much and I had lots of fun! 

Calum Yr4 

My favourite activity was CSI Investigation. There 

was animal skulls and bones which we had to 

examine and paw prints to investigate.  

Many different schools were there and I saw some 

familiar faces.  

It was a lot of fun learning about the environment 

and seeing many different plants and animals.  

We all had a great experience! 

Alyssa Yr6 

My favourite activity was Fossil making. I made 

a clay fossil mould then poured plaster into the 

mould. The plaster was really lumpy but it made 

the fossil look even more real. I had a great day! 

Dylan Yr3 

The activity that I enjoyed the most was plaster 

casting because it was so cool! Our leader Sophie 

was so interesting especially how she made the 

plaster. We made a dinosaur mould out of clay and 

then poured the liquid plaster into it. I had an 

awesome time! 

Lilly Yr4 

My favourite activity was Fishing for Facts. We didn't actually go fishing but we had magnetic fishing 

rods and a container with plastic animals. We had to try and catch them using the rod. Behind each 

animal was an interesting fact. One of the facts that I never knew is that walruses walk on their teeth! I 

had an amazing time and I hope that I can go there again. 

Jacob Yr5 



 

 

YEAR 3 -  HANDS ON SCIENCE 



 

 

YEAR 3 HANDS ON SCIENCE 

To test the importance of air we got a plastic bag, a cup and a rubber 
band. The first time we just put the bag over the cup and we were able 
to easily pull it off. The second time we pushed all the air out of the cup 
and bag and put a rubber 
band around it to stop air 
getting in. When we pulled 
the second time it was really 
hard to pull because there 
was no air.  
By Mitch and Thomas. 

One of the things we learnt about was that the 
earth moves around the sun very slowly and the 
moon moves around the earth, but the sun 
doesn’t move at all. We had a globe of the earth 
and a ping pong ball on a stick. We cast shadows 
on the globe to see how the moon moved 
around the earth and how the earth moved 
around the sun. We had so much fun. 
 
By Amelie and 
Adriel.  

The experiment was to make the lid of the tube pop 
off by using a fizzy tablet and water to create gas.  
It took about 10 seconds to get the lid to pop off the 
tube. We liked the experiment because we enjoyed 
waiting for the lid to pop off. We also liked counting 
how many times the lid could pop. 
 
By Dylan, Miah, Will H, Zach, Lauren and Mia. 



 

 

On the 2nd of October 2015 I went to a National Taekwondo competition held at the 

Super Drome in Adelaide. We had to wake up at around about 6:00 in the morning, as 

the drive took 9 hours to get there, including all the stops in between.  

I was competing against 2 other people and I came first by 0.07 points. To get to this 

level, I needed to do a lot of training. This consists of two afternoons a week, every 

Saturday morning and even on the holidays.  

To reach this goal, I not only had to train hard but I also needed 

to really enjoy what I am doing, which I do.                                                                         

YEAR 6 NEWS FROM AHMAD 

 

For the first three weeks of this term the Foundation students have enjoyed 

participating in the swimming program. They have loved learning important 

techniques such as bubble arm, breathing arm, backstroke, freestyle and how to 

float properly in the water. A highlight for the students was swimming in the 

deep end with a life jacket on. Travelling to Aquarena on the bus and taking part 

in the swimming program with their classmates has been a wonderful 

experience. 

Foundation teachers: Emma, Jess and Lauren 

 



 

 

Hi to everyone, for those new to the school my name is Vitina Bakker and I am the canteen manager.  

We are very lucky at Donburn to have such a fantastic canteen with such wonderful low prices. We can only offer 

this service thanks to the contribution of so many beautiful volunteers, but like all years we have a large number of 

current volunteers not returning next year due to their children moving on to high school, or people returning to 

work.  

It’s this time of the year that I start to plan for next year and start to look for the volunteers we need to keep the 

canteen running.  

For those who don’t know I will explain how canteen works; Canteen 

runs on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and I am there every day.  

On Mondays and Wednesdays 2 volunteers are required and on Fridays 4 

volunteers are needed.   

Volunteer times are flexible.  

For example, people can come in for the whole day, or from 09:30am to 

12:00pm or 12:30pm to 03:00pm.  

We are very flexible and understand that people are busy, but trust that a few hours a month is not too much to ask. 

With the help of volunteers we are able to keep our prices low and the children get to enjoy delicious food from a 

wide variety compared to a lot of schools which only have a limited menu.   

There are many benefits to volunteering.  You get to meet other parents in the school, you get to enjoy a free lunch, 

cold drink or coffee and tea, and our children will love seeing you in canteen.  It’s always a special day for the kids 

when they see their mum/dad at the canteen window. Please consider helping and being part of the school 

community, the children really love the canteen but the school depends on your volunteer help to run it. 

If you have any questions please ring me on 0434 140 739 or you can come and see me in canteen on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays.  

You can fill in the canteen roster reply slip and hand it in to Marg or Chris at the office, and I will contact you 

A.S.A.P. 

Thank you 
Vitina Bakker: 
Mobile no. 0434 140 739 
 
 
CANTEEN ROSTER REPLY 
 
Please circle your preference and return to the office. 
 
NAME  _______________________________________ Phone no. ___________________ 
 
NAME of eldest child ____________________________ Year  __________________ 
 
 
I am able to help on the following day(s) of each month  
   
1

st
 Monday 1

st
 Wednesday 1

st
 Friday       Time ________________ 

   
2

nd
 Monday    2

nd
 Wednesday    2

nd
 Friday Time________________ 

  
3

rd
 Monday    3

rd
 Wednesday     3

rd
 Friday Time________________ 

 
4

th
 Monday     4

th
 Wednesday    4

th
 Friday Time________________ 

 
5

th
 Monday      5

th
 Wednesday    5

th
 Friday Time________________ 

   
Please note that due to Occupational Health and Safety issues, preschoolers are not able to accompany parents 
who volunteer in canteen. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

My Mum is  

an awesome 

volunteer 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=PARENT+VOLUNTEERS&view=detailv2&&id=A6699F3644F4672F95F9261935A7616B543B88BE&selectedIndex=13&ccid=eQNPVD9e&simid=608013549907414061&thid=OIP.M79034f543f5e52a064f605af478e6207o0


 

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

Lapathon - Every year the children ask for sponsors to encourage (pay) them to do laps of the 

oval. They come together in their House colours, by year level and make their way around the school 
oval in any way they can, running, jumping , skipping, dancing etc. to some music. 
Please look out for more information in your child’s school bag. 

Next Parents and Friends committee meeting is on  

Friday 20 November at 9.10am in the staff room. ALL WELCOME! 



 

 

Rubbish Free! 

Donburn is holding a Waste-Free Lunch 

Challenge. 

In November we will ask that your child’s lunch 

contain only items that will be eaten, 

composted or recycled.    

Get your DONBURNIAN by email?  

Contact:  donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Donburn’s Sustainability Project 

October 2015 

The amount of 
energy saved 
by recycling  

ONE ALUMINUIM CAN  

can run your 
TV for 3 
hours! 

Re-usable plastic containers come in all shapes and 

sizes for lunches and snacks 

  

MORE RUBBISH LESS RUBBISH 

Sandwich in disposable wrap or bag Sandwich in snug fitting reusable container 

Small packets of chips or biscuits Buy larger and divide into reusable containers 

Muesli bars ‘trail mix’ (no nuts) into reusable containers 

Small fruit containers Buy larger and divide into reusable containers 

Snack packs Raw vegetables in small containers (with dip) 

Wrapped cheese sticks Cut cheese from a larger block in reusable container 

Plastic fork or spoon Pack a fork or spoon that you can wash and use again 

 The average 

household throws 

away almost 13,000 

pieces of paper each 

year.  

 Most is packaging 

and junk mail. 

 One tonne of paper 

uses 13 trees, 2.5 

barrels of oil, 

4100kWh of 

electricity, 4 cubic 

metres of landfill and 

31,870 litres of water. 

Get a ‘NO JUNK 

MAIL’ sticker  

 If everyone in 

Australia recycled 

their newspaper every 

day, we could save 

almost 2 Million trees 

per year 

Did you know… 

Almost 99 percent of 

everything we buy becomes 

waste within six weeks of 

purchase. Every wheelie bin 

of waste we produce from our 

home, equates to 70 wheelie 

bins of waste from the 

mining, manufacture, 

production and sale of the 

materials in that bin.  

As a result, the waste we’re 

sending to landfill is 

increasingly diverse and 

toxic. It is also more difficult 

to dispose of. Every three 

months, the Victorian 

economy produces enough 

waste to fill the Melbourne 

Cricket Ground completely – 

from the playing field to the 

top of the stands. While 

recycling rates are increasing, 

our population and 

consumption rates have also 

increased, causing the amount 

of rubbish we produce to stay 

the same.  

Example of lunch items with waste 



 

 

OCTOBER IS WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH 

We are encouraging all Donburn students, families and teachers to walk to and from school throughout October to 

participate in the annual ‘Walk To School’ month, sponsored by VicHealth and the Manningham City Council.   

We know there are many benefits of walking for children - to learn active habits for a lifetime of good health, 

improve fitness, build friendships and help reduce traffic and pollution.   

Teachers will help students to record their efforts on classroom calendars each day.  There are great prizes to win 

from the local council and students can sign up online at Walk to School to win weekly prizes from Cricket Victoria 

and the Melbourne Stars. 

How can our family start walking? 

There are lots of ways for children and families to enjoy walking as part of their routine, and we encourage you to find 

an option that suits your family. You might like to: 

 walk with your child to and from school and enjoy the chance to talk, help your child learn road safety skills, and 

get to know the local neighbourhood together. 

 arrange for your child to walk with other families or friends, giving them time to socialise and share their journey. 

 drive part of the way to school and walk the rest, particularly if you live a long way from school, or have limited 

time. 

Mix it up – if your child enjoys riding their bike or scooter, that’s great too! 

Find a way to Walk to School this month.  This is a free, easy and fun way to help kids get the 60 minutes of exercise 

they need each day.  I’ll see you on the footpath! 

Beth McInnes   

eSMART 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Donburn Library are having a stocktake. 

The children all love to read and the library just love to lend books. 

We ask that any books that your child may have at home that have not been borrowed recently, please bring those back to the 

school library for stocktaking. 

Beth and Andrea 

Our school is proud to announce the newly formed eSmart Schools committee. Members of this committee will work 
together to assist Donburn in gaining eSmart School status. 

eSmart is an initiative designed by the Alannah and Madeline Foundation and is designed to keep children safe in a 
digital, technological society.  

eSmart is also about finding positive ways to use technology for learning and recreation. 

We warmly welcome to our committee the following staff and parents. 

Marwa A, Maria D, Jackie L, Lindy R, Dionne D,  Amy T, Caz D, Marina R, Evan T, Sue F, Julie H, Emma H,  
Lynette H, Kris P, Robyn F, 

Our next committee meeting will be held on Friday October 30th at 8:15 am in 4F classroom. 

Please see this space for further news as it unfolds along our exciting journey. 

Best regards, 

Robyn Fraser 

https://www.esmartschools.org.au/


 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Athletics 

 

On Thursday, 8 October, eight of our students competed in various events at ‘Manningham Division’ level at the 

Bill Sewart Athletics track in perfect conditions. We had some impressive results with three students  advancing to 

the Eastern Metropolitan Regional level which was held last Thursday at the Bill Sewart Athletics track in hot 

conditions. Some personal best results were achieved. 

Manningham Division:  

Hayley H (Year 6) - 10th in the 800m 

Sina E (Year 6) - 12th in the 800m 

Ruby M (Year 5) – 1st in the 1500m and the 800m. 

Ella B (Year 5) - 2nd in hurdles 

Ellie M (Year 5) - 3rd in shot put 

Kaleb D (Year 5) - 4th in long jump 

Ashton M (Year 5) - 3rd in high jump 

Phoebe R (Year 4) - 2nd in high jump & 4th in long jump. 

Eastern Metropolitan Region:  

Ruby M (Year 5) – 1st in the 1500m and 3rd the 800m. 

Ella B (Year 5) - 5th in hurdles 

Ruby now progresses to the State Athletic Championships on Monday 26 October. Best of luck, Ruby! 

Excellent achievements by all!  

Thank you helping with the sick bay washing roster.  

Your support of the school in this way is greatly appreciated. 

Term 4 volunteers please see Marg 

Rhonda Vasiliades  23 October Julie Mulcahy  30 October 

Elise Hosking  6 November  Nikki Healy   13 November 

Bronwyn Milner  20 November Volunteers Needed 17 December  

SICK BAY ROSTER 

Hoop Time Basketball Finals 

 

Our girls Year 3/4 All-star teams are competing in the Regional finals at the Nunawading 

Basketball Stadium next Tuesday 27 October. 

Best of luck to the team. 

School Banking is available each week on Tuesdays. If you wish to open an account, kits are 

available from the office or any Commonwealth Bank. 

Thanks,  

Melanie Barrett 

SCHOOL BANKING 



 

 

CLOSING DATE FOR TEAMS FOR 2016  

20 NOVEMBER 2015  

All teams need to be registered by then!  
To start a Basketball Team for the 2016 Summer Season - 

 Have a chat with the parents in your year level to round up 7 or 8 Players.  

 Nominate 1 parent to Coach and 1 parent to be Team Manager 

 Contact the Committee and complete registration forms (located at the office). 

 Give your team a name. 

 Choose a training time. 

For any questions about registering new teams, please contact the committee. 

 Donburn Parents’ Basketball Association 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED  

OR SCHOOL BASKETBALL WILL END  

The current committee are unable to continue in 2016 and therefore need 
 volunteers to take over the Secretary, Treasurer and Uniforms positions. 

Secretary is responsible for liaising with the school basketball competition co-coordinator and team 

managers, registering new teams, preparing newsletter notices, and organising presentation night at 
the end of the year along with the treasurer and uniforms person. 

Treasurer counts all money taken, balances team kitty money at end of seasons and distributes 

kitties at the start of seasons. There are two seasons per year. 

Uniforms arranges tops and shorts for new players and ensures there is a stock of sizes available. 

These positions require only minimal time and are necessary for Donburn to be able to offer school 

basketball to your children.  If you are interested in any of these positions or have any questions 

please contact the outgoing committee.   

   For all enquiries, please contact us on the numbers below: 

Lyndell Oxley  (Secretary)      (M) 0404 840 939 

           lyndell.oxley@gmail.com  

Leanne Renehan   (Treasurer)     (M) 0402 056 989 

Caroline Greenwood (Uniforms)     (M) 0413 354 408 

mailto:lyndell.oxley@gmail.com


 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The School is publishing these community notices because they may interest some students or Community members, but the 
school is unable to endorse or recommend any of these advertisements. 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The School is publishing these community notices because they may interest some students or Community 
members, but the school is unable to endorse or recommend any of these advertisements. 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The School is publishing these community notices because they may interest some students or Community members, but the 
school is unable to endorse or recommend any of these advertisements. 

Op Shop Volunteers Needed 

Doncare needs friendly volunteers to assist them in their Op Shops.  

Funds raised in the shops by our volunteers provide  substantial funds to our programs in Domestic Violence, Emergency 

Relief, Family Services, Counselling and Social Support for Seniors. 

Call us on 9856 1500 

Email us  at Opshops@doncare.org.au or drop into one of our shops and ask for an application. 

 

Jen McMahon 

Manager, Opportunity Shops Program 

 (03) 9856 1536  |   (03) 9856 1599 
 jenny.mcmahon@doncare.org.au  |   

 www.doncare.org.au 
Suite 4, Level 1, 687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster Vic 3108 

mailto:Opshops@doncare.org.au
mailto:jenny.mcmahon@doncare.org.au
blocked::blocked::http://www.doncare.org.au/


 

 

HAIRDRESSER — please call Kathy on 0468 457 358 for an appointment. 
 
MBC — MAJORS BUILDING AND CARPENTRY— GET THE JOB DONE!  All your carpentry needs.   

Call Mitch on 0425 855 825 Email: admin@majorsbuilding.com.au  Website: www.majorsbuilding.com.au 

 
SUKI KIDS Designer Wear - Designs by a Donburn mum. Ethically made. Girls sizes 7 - 14. Purchase 
online www.sukikids.com.au. Free postage for orders $50+. 
 
CONTINENTAL MITCHAM - Stanley Chen (Parent) Director 582 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham   

e: conti.mitcham@gmail.com   w:  www.continental-tyres.com.au 
 
SEWING NEW, MENDING and ALTERATIONS.  NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.  Please call Manzi 

(EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED DRESSMAKER) after 4 pm (Year 2 Mum) on 0426 212 555. 
 
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE  -  Experienced 21 year old available for babysitting.  Phone Joh 0421 005 611. 
 

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE - former Donburn student Jacinta McKeon is an experienced babysitter who would love 

to babysit your kids!  She is currently in year twelve at Tintern Girls Grammar school. Contact Jacinta on 0449692079.  
 

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE  Sixteen year old ex-Donburnian, currently in Year Ten at East Doncaster Secondary 

College.   Super reliable, conscientious and caring!  Available for babysitting in local area. References supplied if  
requested.  If you are interested, please contact Saraid Taylor on saraidtaylor@outlook.com.au 
 

HAVELI - INDIAN RESTAURANT 31-33 Tunstall Square Doncaster East (9842 9375).   

Enjoy a meal and please mention you are a family from Donburn, as the school will then receive a 10% donation. 
 

CURRAWONG TENNIS CLUB (Cnr Reynolds & Springvale Roads, East Doncaster) 
Extensive Junior Coaching Program  Junior Groups  (5-18 years), Private Lessons , Friday Social Tennis, 

Friday Night Junior League,  Weekend Competition, Holiday Programs & Round Robins, Free Trial and Assessment 
and Ladies Tennis Mornings.  Contact Club Coach Ultimate Tennis Training Gary Pitts  9848 506  0404 028 104. 
 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE  Split Firewood. Delivered to your Door (Doncaster Area only)  $100 per trailer. 

Contact Peter on 0435 766 995 
 

SPEEDCUBE www.speedcube.com.au - Can you “solve the puzzle?”  Bright and Colorful – Increases Spatial IQ  

Enter discount code “donburn” for free delivery. Only for Doncaster East and surrounding areas. 
 

INDIVIDUAL EYELASH EXTENSIONS 
Applied to each individual eyelash - No more mascara! Completely harmless to your natural lashes when applied 
correctly. Home based business in Donvale, professionally trained and qualified. Call Bec 0430 318 172. 
 

FARNAZ ALEDAVOOD  Mature lady, looking for babysitting jobs with baby sitting experience.  Working for Camp 

Australia for the last eight years and currently working at Donburn PS in OSCH.  Has all qualifications and willing to 
work weekends.  Contact on mobile 0413 545 963. 
 
DONBURN MUM’S BADMINTON Monday Mornings from 9am - 10.30am Contact Allison Troth 0400 984 288 (Raf 
and Asher’s Mum)   Toddlers play in the sandpit while we get fit and make friends. All levels welcome, even if you’ve 
never picked up a racquet.  All equipment supplied. ($5 cost to cover stadium hire.) 

 
CHIMES INDIAN RESTAURANT co-owned by a one of the parents, located at 170 Belmore Road, Balwyn, offers 

you an opportunity to grasp its sumptuous look and savour their lip smacking delicacies!  10% of your bill will go  
towards the school and you will receive a 10% discount!  9857 5858 for a reservation. 
 

MENDING and ALTERATIONS –  Zips, hems, lengthening, shortening, taking-in or letting-out.  A Grandmother 

and Grandfather of children in Year 2 & 6, with over 50 years experience as a tailor and a dressmaker. Call Andrea 
and Chris on 9842 7860, East Doncaster. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The School is publishing these community notices because they may interest some students or Community members, 
but the school is unable to endorse or recommend any of these advertisements. 

mailto:saraidtaylor@outlook.com.au
http://www.speedcube.com.au/

