
 

 

23 March 2016 

Whether You Think You Can Or You Can’t 
You’re Probably Right 

 

 If you think you are beaten, you are; 
 If you think that you dare not, you don’t; 
 If you’d like to win, but you think you can’t, 
 It’s almost certain you won’t. 
 

 If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost; 
 For out in the world you’ll find 
 Success begins with a fellow’s will. 
 It’s all in the state of mind. 
 

 If you think you are outclassed, you are; 
 You’ve got to think high to rise; 
 You’ve got to be sure of yourself  before 
 You can ever win a prize. 
 

 Life’s battles don’t always go 
 To the stronger or faster man; 
 But sooner or later the man who wins 
 Is the man who thinks he can. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents       49 and OUT! 

 

I have enjoyed a most wonderful journey during my professional life as an educator.   
 

I commenced my teacher training in 1967 and over the next 49 years I have thoroughly enjoyed my time working with young 

people to help prepare them for their future world. 
 

In April 1998 I was appointed to be Principal of Donburn Primary School and I have been very proud to lead this community as 

only the second Principal in the school’s 42 year history. 
 

Throughout this period of time I have received tremendous support from the parent community, all staff and, of course, the  

wonderful students. 
 

My heartfelt thanks to all members of the Donburn Primary School community for the best wishes I have received for my  

retirement.  Thank you for contributing to my farewell gift and for the many personal notes of appreciation! 
 

I will greatly miss Donburn Primary School but I am confident that under the leadership of Julie Hoskin the school will continue 

to offer an excellent education for each and every student. 
 

I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding work of Margaret Hanna  -  usually the first point of contact for new families 

into Donburn!  Thanks for your friendship Marg! 

 

Wishing everyone continued success! 
 

Regards - Kevin 
 



 

 

23 March 2016  
Thursday   24 March  Swimming Program (Years 1 & 2) 

Thursday  24 March  Assembly (2pm) 

Thursday  24 March  End of Term 1 - Dismissal 2:30pm 

Monday  11 April  Term 2 Begins 

Friday  15 April  Assembly 

Friday   15 April  P&F Cake Stall 

Tuesday  19 April  Cross Country - Years 3 - 6 

Friday  22 April  Curriculum Day  - No school for students 
Tuesday  26 - 29April  Year 5/6 School Camp - Phillip Island 

Wednesday  4 - 6 May  Year 3/4 School Camp - Warburton 

Monday  16 May  Open Day / Evening 

Years 3, 4 and 6 were fortunate to have The Australian Ballet come and work 
with them on Monday, March 21. The students really enjoyed learning some 
different dance moves and trying something new. They especially liked 
watching the performance The Sleeping Beauty and were very impressed 
with the professional’s flexibility, ability to dance on their tippy toes and 
strength.  

THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET 



 

 

Over the past four Mondays the Year 4’s have 

enjoyed softball clinics run by Tony from Softball 

Victoria. The students have enjoyed learning more 

about the game.  

The sessions have built up the students’ skill level 

and today they were fully involved in the challenge  

of playing a game!  A highlight for many students 

was actually being able to hit the ball from a pitch! 

We loved learning all about  Softball, Our favourite 

activity was batting. We also enjoyed playing a 

game of Softball and learning about all the positions on the 

field.  

YEAR 4’s SOFTBALL CLINIC 

Hi, I’m the sustainability captain Zoe (6T) 

I would like to remind you that there are many ways you 
can help at home to make our environment sustainable. 
Here are some tips: 

 Make sure before recycling food packaging, such 
as pizza boxes and jars, that you clean any food 
waste left in or on the packaging. 

 Throw recyclable packaging directly into your 
recycling bin and not in plastic bags. 

 Check that your plastic bottles and containers 
have a recycling symbol. If there is no symbol, 
that plastic cannot be recycled. 

 When shopping try to use reusable bags rather 
than plastic bags. 

An interesting fact is that NASA used recycled metal to 
create a part of the two robots used to help discover 
water on Mars. This reinforces to us that recycling is 
beneficial and recycled material can be used for 
amazing things! 

So if we are all more careful, together we can create a 
sustainable environment not only at home but also at 
school. I know we can do it! Every little bit counts. 

Thanks, Zoe 

SUSTAINABILITY 

WWW.CLEANUP.ORG.AU 



 

 

SOMERS CAMP 

ASSEMBLIES & VISITORS DAY 

Every morning we would go to assembly 
where we would sing 3 songs, such as the 
‘Somers Camp Anthem’, ‘I am Australian’ 
and ‘The Big Black Hat’. We would also do 
the hut/cabin inspection marks and 'the 
weather report', which is where one group 
dresses up in onesies and presents the weather. On the Sunday it was Visitors 
Day, where your family would visit for 2 and a half hours. Families would bring 
you lots of delicious food (and, hopefully, buy you things from the canteen.) 
Once they left, it was great knowing that there was only three more days left of 
camp because we all missed our families. I loved Somers Camp! By Nic 

THE FLYING FOX & ROCK CLIMBING 

A fox on a zipline, interesting!!! Actually it wasn’t a fox, it was us flying along a 
zipline about 100 metres long and high up in the air. The cool thing was there 
were two ziplines and you got to race against someone else. You landed on 
tanbark and got really dirty but you still had to run to a platform. The first one 
there was the winner. You may have ended up dirty but it was heaps of fun. 
Rock climbing was an exciting activity! The best part was getting to the top. On 
the way up it was sometimes hard to reach the rocks for support because your 
hands and legs were not long enough. Luckily we had ropes to keep us safe 
and instructors to tell us what to do. They made sure we had our harness on 
correctly. Everyone should try rock climbing if you get the chance.   
Andrew and Logan 

Exciting, frightening, exhilarating, amazing, nerve racking, challenging are just 
some of the words used by seventeen lucky Donburn children when 
participating in activities at Somers. As a teacher who has been to Somers 
twice I can confirm it is a fantastic 
experience for all who attend and the best 
camp ever! 

ARCHERY & BIKE EDUCATION 
In Archery we used compound bows and two 
different types of arrows; wood & carbon fibre 
arrows. We got 18 bullseyes altogether. Each activity 
group got two sessions of archery and it was also a 
choice for morning activities. In Bike Ed we had to do 
mini activities on the bikes, like weaving between 
cones!! If you couldn’t ride a bike you could free ride 
around the activities. After we did all the activities we got to go on the BMX 
track towards the roadside of the camp. Bike Ed was also part of the optional 
activities. We both had a fabulous time at Somers Camp. We hope you get to 
go in 2018.         Jacob and Indigo 

SURFING & CAMP FOOD 
Somers camp was sooo much fun. One of the activities was surfing. We got to 
use a big surfboard which was easy to grip. We surfed in pairs and our partners 
had to give us a big push as there weren’t too many waves. Everyone got a 
chance to stand on their boards. Surfing was AMAZING! 
Somers camp had amazing food. Everything they cooked was really 
scrumptious and delicious but our favourite dish was the lasagne. Every day we 
had breakfast, lunch, dinner and dessert. Some of the dishes they cooked were 
pancakes, hotdogs, roast chicken and chocolate cakes. The food was all so 
yummy!            Caitlin and Alannah 



 

 

SOMERS CAMP 

HIGH ROPES & ABSEILING 

High ropes was a challenging, yet fun experience. Our biggest challenge were 
the buoys, because there was practically nothing to hold on to. It was really 
nerve-racking. You start off on a platform and clip on your two carabineers. 
Your first challenge is a tightrope with handles, followed by a log, then you 
have a choice to continue on an easy or medium element.  

The medium challenge was the buoys and the easy challenge was the ladder. 
Then you another choice easy or hard; hard was the playpen and easy was 
another tightrope but this time you hold onto a vertical rope that slides along 
with you as you walk. Next you have to make another choice easy or medium; 
medium is the V-shape and net, and easy is when you exchange ropes as you 
move forward. Then you have the surfboards. The final challenge is when you 
sit down on a platform glider and swing your way to the end. Going on the 
high ropes was one of the best experiences ever! 

Another one of the many activities we experienced was abseiling, it was quite 
challenging, but really fun. The challenging part was stepping over the edge 
and lowering yourself down, but when you reach the halfway mark it becomes 
much easier. Also, you had total control of what speed you lowered yourself 
at, even if you wanted to walk as slow as a tortoise. Abseiling was by far my 
favourite activity at Somers Camp. It really was an experience of a lifetime!          

Harrison and Jieh Ni 

NIGHT ACTIVITIES 
The night activities at Somers were fantastic! On the first night of camp we 
played games which were basically getting to know each other. We played 
games to help memorize each other’s names and games that included a lot of 
teamwork. 

The next night we had bush walk. On the bush walk we walked through the 
bushy paths of the Coolart Reserve then walked out to the beach to have a 
walk with our good new friends. The activity we had on the third night was bush 
dance. All the groups got paired up with boys and girls and we danced. We did 
4 dances in total. On the last dance the visiting teachers got paired up and 
danced with each other. 

On the fourth night we had tabloid sports played mini games in groups while 
this ghost named ‘Trouble’ came out and annoyed us. One night we had a 
DISCO! It was really fun hanging out and dancing with our new good friends. 
There was a dancing competition and Tallulah got into the semi-final. Over 2 
nights we had two concerts. Everyone got a role, dressed up and performed it 
on the main stage. Ashley H also performed on the piano and Jess P sang a 
song. On the last night of Somers we had a camp fire and listened to the funny 
stories the staff shared. It was a wonderful time to relax and spend some 
memorable time with our friends. Jeff and Catherine told a story at the end 
called Rindercella. 

Every night after dinner we also had free time. We could either go to the 
canteen, go to the games room or play mini golf. At the canteen we had $8:00 
to spend on souvenirs, ice-cream or lollies. The $8:00 was on a card. 

Overall it was an amazing experience and we all want to go back there with our 
new friends. 

Tallulah and Ashley 



 

 

SOMERS CAMP 
THE BEACH & OUR HUTS 
We had to cross the bridge to get to the beach for beach activities. When 
my group went to do surf carnival activities, we were lucky enough to see 
dolphins. They were one metre from the us. There were four dolphins 
swimming around. I was so excited to see them so close. 
The huts we stayed in were numbered from 1-8. The girls were in the odd 
numbered huts and the boys in the even numbered. Inside there were no 
doors except for the visiting teacher’s room and the bathroom. There was a 
long corridor, a common room and 20 beds. Each morning we gad to make 
our beds and everything neat for hut inspection. We worked together 
making sure the lights were off, taps weren’t leaking, bins were emptied and 
curtains and windows were opened. This was about sustainability.           
Jen S and Mikayla G  

SURF CARNIVAL & CHALLENGE SWING 
The challenge swing was really fun and was very fast. I think it was the best 
ride there. It was a bit scary on the first swing but then it was so fun. We 
also had to pull the rope to help get each person up as high as possible. It 
was hard work because it was a very hot day. Even Ms Pap had a go, she 
was screaming! The swing was 18m tall. The view was magnificent; we 
could see the beach and all of the camp buildings. 

WOW! The Surf Carnival was AWESOME! We played a whole lot of 
different games on the beach. There were games like: boogie board races, 
bucket races (where where we got plastic buckets and jars, we had to fill 
some tubs with them. The jars had 3 holes in them which made it tricky). 
There were also swimming races and a race where you had 4 pieces of a 
hose stuck into the sand and 5 people lying on their tummies facing the 
other way when the teacher blew the whistle you jumped up, turned around 
and ran to try and get a hose piece 1 person missed out and got eliminated. 
Then the teacher took one away. In the end there was 1 hose left, 2 groups 
of 5 girls went and there were finals at the end of them. I made it to the 
finals with Adele in Grade 5, I won. I dived into the sand and got sand 
everywhere, even in my mouth, YUCK!   Alannah in Grade 6 also won her 
finals so we competed against each other in the grand final. Unfortunately I 
lost but I was proud of myself for getting into the grand final! Somers camp 
was AWESOME! I would recommend it for anyone who is coming to be a 
grade 5/6!    Jessica P & Adele V 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES & ORIENTEERING  
We had 3 sessions of Environmental studies. In the first and last session we 
did a lot of bookwork which was surprisingly fun and enjoyable. The middle 
session was awesome as we walked along the beach and picked up all 
types of bones and kelp. We found about 100 cuttlefish bones and bits of 
kelp and seaweed. ES was also available in morning activities and free time 
after lunch. I sadly never got the chance to do animal feeding in morning 
activities because it filled up so quickly but luckily a lot of people didn’t go to 
environmental studies after lunch. 

In Orienteering, you had a partner and a card. 
You traveled around the camp with your partner, 
looking for these square cards. There were 3 
lessons with 3 levels. The first level was finding 
words of different places or equipment. The 
second level was finding letters around the place. 
It was difficult trying to find the right coloured 
letters. The third level involved hole-punching. 
You found a white and red square and the hole 
puncher would be near the red and white square. 
Finding them was fun!   Luke and Marina 



 

 

Some very fortunate Year 4 students were lucky enough to be 
selected to participate in a special ‘Drumming Program’ 
conducted by Izak . The  program was offered for six weeks each 
Tuesday morning. The students all enjoyed the experience and 
sharing some very special drumming techniques.  

I was very proud to be 
able to do drumming. It 
helped me to learn how 
to control my emotions.   
Campbell R  

I was very lucky to 

be one of six boys 
chosen to do 
drumming. I learnt 
how to handle my 
emotions. Hitting 
the drums made 
me feel happy.  
Oliver P 

I learnt how to 
identify my 
emotions and how 
my friends feel 
about things. I   
enjoyed doing 
Emojis and 
Dropping the Egg.      
Clancy R 

Drumming was extremely good fun. I loved 
when we did mindfulness. It helped me    
control my feelings. I enjoyed learning 
drumming skills too!  Sam M 

Drumming made me feel happy. It 
controlled my feelings and anger. I    
enjoyed finding the heartbeat in 
songs.   Dave T 

I was very excited to be doing 
drumming. Drumming taught me 
how to control my emotions. I 
enjoyed the ‘King Game’ and 
drumming the beat!   Rocco A 

I loved the drumming program. The games were 
great fun. My favourite game was the drumming 
card game!         Dylan N 

The drumming program was awesome and fun!  My favourite part was the 
‘Drumming Response.’ A drummer  drums a beat , then calls a name and 
that person has to repeat the beat!         Katerina K 

Drumming was really cool fun! 
Playing the drums made me feel 
very happy and excited! 
Daniel B 

I loved the 
drumming 
program. 
Overall, I loved 
all of the 
games, but my 
favourite was 
‘Calling  
Response!’   
Will H 

Izak was great with 
the drumming! I 
really enjoyed it 
and I wish I could 
continue it next 
term!  
Ewan H 

DONBURN’S DRUMMERS 



 

 

PREMIER’S ACTIVE CHALLENGE 
Come on Donburnians, Let’s get ACTIVE! Register now! 
In 2016, every Premier’s Active April participant will receive*: 
10 free passes to a YMCA or local government facility 

15% off at Sportsmart in store and online, one hour free tennis court hire at 
Melbourne Park or Albert Reserve, one free Get into Cardio Tennis session a 2 
for 1 ticket offer to SEA LIFE Melbourne Aquarium 

 A chance to win some great prizes including our major registration prizes of 

tickets to the 2017 Australian Tennis Open Finals*, a $1,500 bike voucher or a 
GoPro camera 

 A chance for your school to win sporting equipment and visits from high-

profile sporting personalities 

 weekly email tips on healthy eating and being active 

Students and teachers, also go into the draw to win even more great prizes for 
our school. 
Parents are encouraged to sign up their children and then the child can join a 
school/class team created by a Teacher. 

All Year 5 & 6 students competed in the Doncaster District Summer Sports over 
2 round robin days. Well done to all students for their good sportsmanship.  

There were a number of wins and losses overall and I’d like to congratulate the 
Girls Basketball team who were District Champions and will compete in the 
Manningham Division final in Term 4. 

A big thank you to all the parents who supported the children, especially Roxi for 
managing and coaching the girls softball team. 

Next term the children will compete in the winter competition 
on May 26 and June 23. 

SUMMER SPORT 

Premier’s Active April 
encourages all Victorians 
to do 30 minutes of 
physical activity a day 
during April. It’s free, it’s 
fun and it’s part of the 
Victorian Government’s 
commitment to get more 
people active and 
healthy.  

Visit the website today 
and register on 
www.activeapril.vic.gov.au  

Year 1 and 2 students have been very creative at Lego 
Club on Monday lunchtimes during Term 1. Have a 
look at some of the wonderful things they have made. 

We welcome any donations of Lego or Duplo your 
children may no longer play with. Please drop off any 
donations to the Office or the 2W classroom. Thank 
you. Your Lego will be loved at Donburn! 

Ashleigh Walker 

LEGO CLUB 

http://www.victoria.ymca.org.au/
http://www.sportsmart.com.au/
http://www.tennis.com.au/vic/
http://www.tennis.com.au/vic/players/programs/get-into-cardio-tennis
http://www.melbourneaquarium.com.au/


 

 

HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR THE CAMPS, SPORTS 
AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)? 

The annual CSEF 
amount per student is: 
 $125 for primary 

school students 

 $225 for secondary 

school students 

Parents are reminded that if you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 
are a temporary foster  parent, you may be eligible for the CSEF. A special 
consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses 
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and 
fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the 
Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's 
background and their achievements. 

How to Apply 
 Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download 

from the CSEF website. Applications close 3 June 2016. 

DATES AND INFORMATION 
Parents and Friends = New members = New ideas   

Pre-school children are very welcome.  

Calendar Dates 

Tuesday April 12 The Entertainment Books will be available for  
pre-order.  More information will be sent out soon so you can  
pre-order your book.  

Friday April 15 The Cake Stall  

The 5 cent challenge is coming. 
Stay tuned as we will have more details in Term 2. 
But while you wait, over the holidays if you come across some stray 5 cent 
pieces, be sure to put them aside for safe keeping.  

We always welcome new members. 
Please contact the office if you would like to know more about the P&F. 

On Friday March 11th an enthusiastic group of parents and staff met again to 
resume work on Donburn’s eSmart journey. There was much discussion and 
working teams formed to continue our work in going forward. Currently we are in 
the ‘Implementing’ phase.  

Our next meeting will be held in the second week of term 2. 

If you are interested in being part of the committee please complete the form 
below and return it to school by March 24, 2016. 

Best regards,    Robyn Fraser 

eSmart School Committee interest: 
Name: 
I am interested in being part of Donburn’s ‘eSmart School’ initiative. 
The best way to contact me is: 
My email address is: 
Signed: 

https://www.esmartschools.org.au/
https://www.esmartschools.org.au/


 

 

A clean bed is greatly appreciated by children who need to rest and recover in 
the sick bay. Thank you to all who have offered to help with the sick bay 
washing roster this term.  Your support  is greatly appreciated!  

Calling for Term 2 volunteers, please contact Marg.  
 
Thank you!  

SICK BAY ROSTER 

24 March  Inga Kasimis 

Over the last four Mondays, the Year 3 students 
were lucky enough to  experience a hockey clinic 
at Donburn PS.  

During the sessions, the students learned  lots of 
new skills including v-drags, dribbling and roll 
outs. They also learned the correct way to hold a 
hockey stick, and how to play a game safely.  

They improved greatly with each session,  and 
thoroughly enjoyed the competitive nature of the 
games. It was an excellent experience! 

YEAR 3 HOCKEY CLINICS 

CHESS CLUB 

Students who are interested in joining the Donburn Primary School Chess Club 
please see Mr Kovits in year 5 for a registration form.  

Donburn Chess Club 

EMAIL THE DONBURNIAN NEWLETTER  

To receive your newsletter and other important notices faster and with more 

convenience have them emailed to you. 

 Send an email to hanna.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 In the “subject” box in your email, please enter “subscribe” so you will 
automatically be added to our data base. 

 In the “content” section, place your name and your child’s name and year level 

of the eldest Donburn child. 

COMMUNICATION WITHOUT PAPER 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or 
community group. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

DONVALE MAGPIES AUSKICK 2016 

Welcome to our Auskick program for 2016 for Prep to 

Year 4.  

When: Donvale Magpies Auskick starts on Saturday 

16th April 2016. It runs every Saturday from 9:00am to 

10:30am. There are 15 sessions in total. 

Where: Donvale Reserve, Noonan Way, Donvale 

Our sessions are all about 

FUN, FRIENDSHIP, BUILDING SKILLS AND 

SELF ESTEEM 

Key highlights of our program include: 

AFL player visits (Collingwood) Auskicker of the 

week Awards 

Special Mothers vs Auskickers Match on a Friday 

night and Dad vs Auskickers Match 

Presentation Day at the end of the season with all the 

children receiving a trophy and certificate and a 

fully catered breakfast supplied 

Registration is now open go to the Auskick website 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register/ click on 

register and follow the prompts.If you would like any 

further details you can contact Rodney Currie - 

     

DONCASTER HEIGHTS AUSKICK 
          

               Rieschiecks Reserve 
(cnr George Street & Victoria Street, Doncaster East) 

 

15 Auskick Clinics, Back pack full of goodies 

AFL Player visits, chance to play on the MCG or Ethiad 

Weekly footy card awards and more, all for $95 

Register and pay online www.aflauskick.com.au 
Click on Doncaster Heights Auskick 

 

Clinics START SATURDAY APRIL 16th 

9am – 10.30am 
 

Coordinator Trent Taylor 0400952026 
Contact Glenn Powell 0421012845 

Partner Club Templestowe JFC & Fremantle FC 
 

New kids always welcome  

(for boys and girls aged 5-12 ) 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register/


 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or 
community group. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 


