
Friday  27 October  World Teacher’s Day 

     Assembly 

Wednesday   1 November  Public Speaking Night - Year 6 

Monday    6 November  Normal school day 

Tuesday   7 November  Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday  

Friday  10 November  Assembly 

     First 2018 Foundation Orientation Day 2pm - 3:20pm 

Monday 20 November  School Council Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 23 November  2018 Foundation Information Evening  7:30pm 

Wednesday 13 December  Parent Helper Morning Tea 

Tuesday  19 December  Year 6 Graduation  

Thursday 21 December  Last day for 2017 (3:30pm dismissal) 

Friday  22 December  Curriculum Day (no students this day) 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Congratulations to Michelle and her team of helpers from the P&F on a wonderful afternoon last Friday. The Spring 

Fair was a great event! The buzz around the school was very positive and everyone had a fun time. The event raised 

over $2000. 

Thank you to all parents who met with the panel for the School Review on October 12. The feedback was very 

constructive and will be used by Barry Soraghan, the reviewer when he writes up the report for Donburn. Students 

and teachers were also interviewed by the panel and their feedback was also valuable. 

Leah A (6H), Raf T (6TW), Joshua A (4F) and Jacob (2K) all attended presentation 

ceremonies at LaTrobe University on Monday morning October 23 to receive their 

bursaries. They also visited the displays of entries. Great ambassadors for Donburn! 

Well done! 

Leanne Renehan has run the uniform shop this year and we are looking for a new 

volunteer for next year. If you are interested, and have one afternoon per fortnight 

available to open the shop, you can contact Leanne on 0402 056 989 and find out more about the role. 

We are starting to make our plans for 2018 and have included a form for families to fill in if they are not planning to 

return to Donburn in 2018. 

Jarod and I are continuing to meet with the architects and went to look at Boronia Heights Primary School on 

Monday to see their building program to get ideas for the Donburn project. Plans have not been drawn as yet but the 

architects are getting thoughts and ideas together. Building will not happen until at least the middle of 2018. 

Friday 27 October is World Teachers Day and I would encourage all parents to acknowledge the outstanding work 

of our teachers on this day. 

       Kind regards  

         Julie 

25 October 2017 



Discussion regarding the class structure for 2018 has already commenced. 

For this process to be successful we would appreciate information regarding anticipated changes. If your 

family will not be returning to Donburn Primary we would appreciate notification as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

 

Information regarding 2018 school year 

The following student/s will NOT be returning to Donburn Primary in 2018  

Name/s: 

 

  PREPARATION FOR 2018 

Walking club will be back again in Term 4!  

Come and join Miss Brunetti, Miss Tseregounis and Miss Kiel on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 8:30am for a mindfulness walk around the Donburn 
school grounds.  

We will be focusing on using our sense of smell, sound, sight and touch in order 
to discover how to be mindful. 

Our meeting point will be on the oval.  

Hope you see you there!   

WALKING CLUB TUESDAY & THURSDAY 8:30AM 

SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH - EXHIBITION DAY 
The 66th Annual Victorian Science Talent Search held their Exhibition Day at  

La Trobe University on Monday October 23. At the Exhibition Day, the projects of 

students who won a bursary were on display at La Trobe University’s Union Hall. 

These students were also part of an awards ceremony, where each bursary 

winning student was presented with a medal and a bank cheque for their 

outstanding effort in the competition. The following Donburn students received a 

bursary for their entry and were part of Exhibition Day:  

Joshua A 4F – Major Bursary (Inventions) 

Raphael T 6TW – Major Bursary (Video productions) 

Leah A 6H – Minor Bursary (Creative writing: picture book) 

Jacob K 2K – Minor Bursary (Scientific wall chart) 

Congratulations again to all the students at Donburn who submitted an entry into 

this year’s Science Talent Search. 

Lauren Maher - Science Talent Search Coordinator 



Wednesday night last week, the staffroom was a buzz with excited chatter as 

the Foundation and Year 6 students arrived in their pyjamas for their special 

Buddy Book evening.  

As part of the Year 6 writing program, the Year 6 students wrote and illustrated 

an individualised picture storybook, based around a zoo setting, dedicated to 

their buddy.  

The occasion commenced with our Librarian, Andrea reading a picture story 

book to all the students called ‘Puddles are for Jumping’. Next, the Year 6 

students proudly presented their own picture books to their buddy. It was truly a 

special moment, watching the happy 

expressions on all students’ faces.  

Andrea read a bedtime picture storybook 

to the students, where some of our 

younger students were beginning to show 

signs of sleepiness after such a happy and 

exciting time. Below is a reflection written 

by one of our Year 6 students! 

Andrea Sertori- Librarian 

Buddy Book Night  2017 

Back in 2011, I started my journey 

through school, and in that year my Year 

6 buddy gave me something I would 

remember forever, my buddy book. This 

book was especially crafted for me and I 

loved it, so I have kept it. Many years 

later, lots of people have left and lots of 

people have come into our grade, but 

the thing that I was most was looking 

forward to was being a Year 6 Buddy.  

Finally, after 5 years of waiting, I got to 

do buddies and I have enjoyed it so 

much, with Charlotte being a bright girl. 

Then the thing I was most excited about 

this year, finally happened. The writing 

of a picture book for her. I had looked 

forward to this time for 6 years and it 

finally happened. I worked hard on my 

book and it was ready to present. 

On the Buddy Book Night I was so excited to present my book and I was so 

happy when I read it to Charlotte. At the end of the night I felt extremely proud 

that Charlotte will have my picture book for a long time, until it is her turn to 

make a book for her buddy! 

Michael W - Year 6 

BUDDY BOOK NIGHT 2017 



PE & SPORTS NEWS 

FOXTEL TIM CAHILL ACADEMY 

Last term we were privileged to have 

Robbie Anderson (who has worked 

with famous soccer players both in 

Australia and overseas such as David 

Beckham and Tim Cahill) take all our 

Year 3 & 4 classes for some clinics. 

On September 20, the coach of the 
soccer team Everton came to Donburn 
to give some of the students some 
soccer tips. Every time we put our 
hands in our pockets or crossed them 
when he was talking we owed him 1 dollar each time we did it. He also spoke in 
different languages they were French, Spanish, Welsh and English. It was a fun 
day and thanks heaps to Robbie, the Everton coach   

By Joel and Mackenzie 4O 

 

Robbie taught us lots of control 
techniques for soccer and we 
 played a game of follow the 
 leader with our partner while 
 dribbling the ball. We all got a 
 t-shirt each and  some of us 
 got it signed. It was tons of fun! 

By Alina and Izaiah 4F 



HOOP TIME  

Year 3/4  

All Star Girls & Boys Tuesday, 31 October  

Year 5/6  

All Star Girls & Boys Friday, 10 November  

T20 CRICKET COMP 

Thursday 2 November 

HOT SHOTS TENNIS FINAL 

Our Boys Hot Shots team played Serpell PS last week in the Manningham 

Division Final. 

All boys played really well but unfortunately weren’t good enough to progress to 

the next level. We won 2 matches out of the 12.  

Thanks to both Troth and Anthony Yeung for supporting the boys on the day.  

Anna Papamichael  

 PE Teacher 

ATHLETICS 

Thirteen students competed in the Manningham Division Athletics two weeks ago 

in both individual and relay events. There were some great performances with five 

students further progressing to the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Athletics. 

Congratulations to Phoebe R (4th in high jump), Tara F (6th in triple jump), Demi 

R (6th in 200m), Mia D (16th in 1500m & 10th in 800m) and to Bridget H who 

competed in both the multi-class shot put and 100m. Baran D was also to 

compete but unfortunately missed the day due to illness. 

These are great results for all children involved considering there are eight 

divisions in the EMR and within each division numerous districts made up of up to 

8 schools.  

Thank you also to all the parents who supported all children who participated. 

 

PE & SPORTS NEWS 



eSMART PARENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION 

Location Services and Geotagging 

Geotagging is the process of adding a geographical location to the posts or photos 

you add to your social media page. While this may seem “cool” to check in to 

different locations on your Facebook or Instagram, it is important to think about 

and understand the dangers of doing so. Think to yourself, do you really want 

people you don’t know knowing your current location or where you have been 

that day? Most phones have the default setting of Location Services as ‘on’ and 

this is where Geotagging gets its information. Knowing this, it’s a good idea to  go 

into the apps and settings on your 

phone to check  the location 

settings and simply switching 

them to “off”.  

Created especially for 

Parents 

There’s a wealth of information for 

parents located at the website 

below. It’s full of great tips and 

advice. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/

education-resources/iparent 

The picture on the right give 

parents some valuable tips for 

keeping their children safe whilst 

using devices on the internet. 

Jeremiah Juric and Robyn Fraser 

Junior eSmart News….. 

Online Safety 

How to turn location services off. 

iPhone: Leave the social media app and go to iPhone settings. Tap privacy and go 

into location services. Scroll down and tap the social media app. Select never or 

while using the app to choose location access.  

Samsung: Use two fingers held slightly apart and pull down to the extended menu. 

Then tap the location icon to turn it on or off. Adjust location setting. Tap location. 

Use the switch to turn location off.  

By Emmi, Will and Jamieson 

https://www.esmartschools.org.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent


KITCHEN GARDEN CLASSROOM 

During terms 2 and 3 a very talented group of students from Years 3 to 6 have 

participated in 5 competitions that challenges a student’s ability to solve 

mathematical problems in a creative manner as opposed to reaching a solution 

using a prescribed methods. The main aims of the competition are to: 

 Introduce important mathematical concepts 

 Teach strategies and develop flexibility for problem solving 

 Encourage creativity and strengthen intuition 

 Promote enjoyment of mathematics  

The following students in Years 3 and 4 competed in Maths Games. 

Richard A, Atiya A, Lily A, Jamie B, Christopher C, Charlie D, Joe D, 

Maya D, Will D, Chloe F, Luke H, Matthew H, Ayden H, Ariana H,  

Dylan H, Marie J, Jessie L, Trent M, Sam M, Alina M, Aadhithya P, 

Michael Q, Harrison S, Saanidhya S, James W, Jayden Y and Sean Z. 

These Year 5 and 6 students competed in Maths Olympiad. 

Lilly A, Adriel A, Jacob B, Chloe B, Zachary C, Tahlia D, Mia D, Tara F,  

Ewan H, Aaron K,  Diconey K, Annie L, Xander L, Wooshin P, Sam R, 

Joe R,  Aahana S, Brendan S, Calum S, Amelie S, Daran T,  Dave T, 

Erica V, Michael W,  Lauren W and Michael Y.  

All students should be extremely proud of their efforts as the problems they faced 

required them to think creatively and persist. Diconey and Annie are also to be 

congratulated for achieving the highest individual scores in Maths Olympiad.  

Well done to all students involved. 

Kris Pepper - Maths Olympiad Coordinator  

MATHS OLYMPIAD/GAMES 

Thank you for your support of Donburn's Kitchen 
Garden Classroom! 

We have been so excited to see the big selection 
of donated equipment for the kitchen. We will be 
sorting through it all this week and purchasing 
the final missing items to have our kitchen set up 
complete. 

A big shout out to the Wu family (Mary-Jane and 
Mitchell) for your large donation of items. 

Thank you also to all families that purchased 
plants, produce or corn on the cob from the 
spring fair.  We had a ball putting it together and 
we can now finish setting up the kitchen. 

 

Any equipment 
you would like 
to donate to 
support the 
kitchen garden 
program can be 
dropped off at the office. 

Kathryn Manago and Naden De Luca  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsplash.abc.net.au%2Fimage%2Fjournal%2Farticle%3Fimg_id%3D2227346%26t%3D1458087027693&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsplash.abc.net.au%2Fhome%23!%2Fcompetition%2F2038194%2Fmake-a-maths-movie-competition&docid=g


PARENTS & FRIENDS COMMITTEE NEWS 

Michelle Chryssafis 

P & F President 

Last Friday the weather held for the Donburn Spring Fair. There was fun for all, 

with the giant slide and eventually the Chair-o-plane, teacher target, chocolate 

toss, soccer, face painting, karaoke, book and jigsaw stall to mention a few. Some 

students across various year levels got involved and also ran or supported stalls. 

The cake stall provided 

something for those with a 

sweet tooth, while hot corn 

(from the Kitchen Garden), 

hotdogs and tornado 

potatoes provided 

something a bit more 

substantial. 

A huge thankyou to the 

teachers and staff who 

supported this event, those 

people who helped plan it, 

those who donated, and to 

everyone who helped set 

up on the day, run a stall and/or pack up. Without 

these people such an event is not possible. 

 
I loved making badges and going on both 

of the rides! The Spring Fair was the best! 

Arlo - Foundation J 

Whilst the Spring Fair was a fundraising event, a 

major aim of the event was to 

provide an opportunity for parents to 

come together in a social 

environment. It was great to see so 

many families and children of all 

ages enjoying the atmosphere and 

festivities.  

My favourite 

thing at the 

Spring Fair was 

getting my face 

painted as a 

rainbow tiger. 

Lily - 

Foundation J 



I loved the tornado potato it was soo yum. 

The slide was so fun, I went on it 5 time! 

The food was delicious and everything was 

so fun. I can’t wait to 

go next year.  

Zoey 3W 

The tornado potato was delish. Throwing the 

sponges at the teachers was the BEST.  

Charlie 3W 

Loved the slide and ‘Wet the teacher’. So many 

things to do. It was a really fun night with all my 

school friends. Mikayla 6W 

 



WONDERFUL 

WALKERS! 

Congratulations to 

Class 4O, 

 inaugural (first) 

winners of the   

‘Golden Runner 

Award’ 

as the best walkers to 

and from school in the 

first week of Term 4. 

WEEK 2 WINNERS! 

Class 2B were the 

best walkers last 

week, so they hold the 

trophy. 

Great effort 2B. 

Keep walking, riding 

or scooting to and 

from school in 

October! 

‘Golden Runner Award’ 

Which class 
will win this 

week? 

Congratulation to Tanvi for  

3rd in the district round. She 

has qualified to play the 

Regionals Golf Victoria 

Tournament in Kew on  

10 November.  

Congratulations Tanvi. 

WELL DONE AGAIN TANVI 

WALK TO SCHOOL IN OCTOBER 



Canteen (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) is a vital resource to 

our school and a great way to make friends with other members of 

the Donburn community.  

Vitina Bakker: Mobile no. 0434 140 739 

CANTEEN  
1 - 3 

HOURS 

PER TERM  

Roster for next 2 weeks 

Friday    27 October   Margaret Chessum and 2 volunteers needed 

Monday    30 October  Sarah Howe and 1 volunteer needed 

Wednesday   1 November Katrina Marriott and 1 volunteer needed 

Friday     3 November  Adi Garcia and 4 volunteers needed 

Monday     6 November  Stephanie Fua and Llayne 

Wednesday  8 November  Shirley, and 2 volunteers needed 

Friday    10 November Helen Wang, Sangeete Gill and Margaret Chessum 

HOME MADE 

Mac ‘n Cheese 

@ $3.50 each 

Please write 

‘home made’ 

on your order 

A clean bed is greatly appreciated by children who need to rest and 

recover in the sick bay.  

Thank you to these parents washing the sick bay bedding.  

Please contact the office if you would like to be added to the roster. 

Looking for volunteers to wash in Term 4 please.  

Email donburn.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or send a note. 

15 

MINUTES 

PER TERM 

VOLUNTEERS FOR WASHING  

SECOND HAND UNIFORM UPDATE 

When donating items please ensure they are 

in good, clean condition. Dirty, stained and 

damaged clothing will no longer be accepted. 

For enquiries please message Leanne 

(0402056989). 

Leanne Renehan 

 Your Name 

………………………………..………… 

Phone number 

………………………………….………… 

Description of the item (s) 

………………………..…………………… 

……………………………………………… 

Selling price 

………………………………………. 

 Clothing in good condition 

 Laundered 

Open Monday 

2:30pm - 3:30pm 

13 & 27 Nov 

Final Day 11 Dec 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
2018 

Second Hand Uniform 
Coordinator 

Please call Leanne for 
details. 0402 056 989 

5 HOURS 

PER TERM  

School banking is done at Donburn by parent volunteers and the 

school receives a commission from the bank on the money 

banked. 

Banking is done every Tuesday, so don’t forget your bank books and start 

collecting your tokens for some new prizes. If you would like to apply for a 

bank account, you can visit any Commonwealth branch or apply online. 

Happy Banking! 

SCHOOL BANKING ON TUESDAYS 3 HOURS 

PER TERM  



Since our kids were infants, we have 

massaged and quietly tickled them at 

bed-time while listening to classical 

music CD “Music For Dreaming” 

playing softly in the background. This 

simple ritual had a multitude of 

benefits including creating a wind-

down cue for our children that sleep 

time was approaching, strengthening 

the parent and child bond through 

touch, not to mention the calming of weary parents as we lay with our children 

and shared the soothing sounds of uninterrupted lullabies. 

At The Family Peace Foundation, we are passionate about strengthening families 

and minimising family conflict using simple, evidence-based and accessible 

strategies and tools. One powerful practice known to strengthen families is the 

creation and practice of family rituals.  Family rituals help to create a sense of 

belonging and identity, and are positively associated with a child’s socioemotional, 

language, academic and social skill development.  When practiced regularly, rituals 

strengthen the connectedness 

between partners, and parents 

and their children which helps 

build stronger family bonds. 

With so many known benefits, 

some readers may be 

wondering what rituals are 

recommended to incorporate 

into family life. Luckily the 

answer is almost limitless! 

While regular trips to 

Disneyland may rank high on your kids list as a ritual they would like to adopt, 

potent and meaningful rituals need only be enjoyable, accessible and able to be 

practiced regularly for them to become a sustainable thread in the fabric of any 

family household. 

In fact, many families will 

probably already be involved in 

simple rituals such as meal 

sharing. Recent studies link 

regular family dinners with 

positive outcomes including 

lower rates of substance abuse, 

teen pregnancy and depression, as 

well as higher grades and self-

esteem. Regular family meals 

also lower rates of obesity and 

THE POWER OF FAMILY RITUALS  

 BY SABINA READ 



eating disorders in children and adolescents. 

There is no recipe for the perfect family ritual. Other rituals may include cooking 

special dishes to celebrate birthdays and other significant milestone events, going 

for a family walk after dinner, playing cards one night of the week, reading books 

in bed or on the couch quietly in each other’s company, singing silly songs to pets, 

a secret family hand-shake, playing I-Spy on long car trips, watching Modern 

Family together on a Sunday night, sharing a jam donut at the footy, or story-

telling while looking at old family photos. 

Strong connections are built on the small, loving things we do and say regularly, 

not the one- off bells and whistles outings that end up on Facebook!  Family 

rituals help build a sense of security and predictability, and say “this is who we 

are” as a family. When over the years, moments of uncertainty and insecurity 

inevitably visit us, a history of rituals provides a robust template of belonging and 

meaning to take into our adult years. 

When a family practices and relishes a range of rituals, parents may also benefit from a 

big tick in the parental-efficacy box, and the knowledge that the family is connecting 

and delighting in it’s bite-sized, regular, ritualistic moments. Sometimes I joke that 

when our now-teenage daughters eventually get married, I’ll lie down next to my new 

son-in-laws to tickle them off to sleep while playing gentle lullabies! But in reality, I’d 

be thrilled if our girls and their partners tickle and massage their own kids to sleep 

knowing that our sleep-time ritual lives on. 

 

Website:   https://familypeace.org.au/   

THE POWER OF FAMILY RITUALS  

 BY SABINA READ 

https://familypeace.org.au/


COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or community group.  

No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or community group.  

No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

If you have a concern at any time regarding any issue to do with the school please 

feel free to mention it to Julie Hoskin (Principal) or Jarod Ryan (Assistant 

Principal). 

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS)- Structured mother’s group with crèche in Doncaster for mums of kids 
aged 0-6 years. Two Wednesday mornings per month during school term. Socialise, eat, learn, craft and RELAX! 

First session free for new mums -Call/text Donburn mum Margaret 0410 120 446 e: mops@holytrinitydoncaster.org.au. 
 

SLAMIN TENNIS & FITNESS (800 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster) 2016 Victorian ANZ Tennis Hot Shots Coach of the 

Year Vicky Lee – hosting lessons and competitions for children from 3 years of age, as well as advanced squad 

training, private lessons, and lessons for Mums and Dads. No experience necessary. Simply mention Donburn Primary 

when booking for a special bonus! Vicky Lee (m) 0403 129 648 or www.slamin.com.au 
 

PRESSED FOR TIME IRONING – Free pickup and delivery $15.00 per hour. Returned back under plastic wraps. Call 

Melanie on 0412 812 271. 
 

MENDING AND ALTERATIONS – Zips, hems, lengthening, shortening, taking-in or letting-out. Grandmother and 

grandfather of Emmi (Year 4) and Dean (Foundation A), with over 50 years experience as a tailor and a dressmaker. 

Call Andrea on 9842 7860, East Doncaster. 
 

HAIRDRESSER - please call Kathy on 0468 457 358 for an appointment. 
 

SUKI KIDS Designer Wear - Designs by a Donburn mum. Ethically made. Girls sizes 7 - 14. Purchase online 

www.sukikids.com.au. Free postage for orders $50+. 
 

CONTINENTAL MITCHAM - Stanley Chen (Parent) Director 582 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham   

e: conti.mitcham@gmail.com   www.continental-tyres.com.au 

SEWING NEW CLOTHES, MENDING and ALTERATIONS.  NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.   

Please call Manzi (experienced and qualified dressmaker) after 4 pm (Year 4 Mum) on 0426 212 555. 

HAVELI - INDIAN RESTAURANT 31-33 Tunstall Square Doncaster East (9842 9375).   

Enjoy a meal and please mention you are a family from Donburn, as the school will then receive a 10% donation. 

SPEEDCUBE www.speedcube.com.au - Can you “solve the puzzle?”  Bright and Colorful – Increases Spatial IQ  

Enter discount code “donburn” for free delivery. Only for Doncaster East and surrounding areas. 
 

CURRAWONG TENNIS CLUB (Cnr Reynolds & Springvale Roads, East Doncaster) 

Extensive Junior Coaching Program  Junior Groups  (5-18 years), Private Lessons, Friday Social Tennis, Friday Night 

Junior League, Weekend Competition, Holiday Programs & Round Robins, Free Trial and Assessment and Ladies 

Tennis Mornings. Contact Club Coach Ultimate Tennis Training Gary Pitts Ph 9848 506 or 0404 028 104. 
 

INDIVIDUAL EYELASH EXTENSIONS 

Applied to each individual eyelash - No more mascara! Completely harmless to your natural lashes when applied 

correctly. Home based business in Donvale, professionally trained and qualified.  Call Bec 0430 318 172. 
 

DONBURN BADMINTON  

Thursday Mornings from 9:15am - 11am (a change of day and now for Dads and Mums)  Come and join us at social 

badminton. Bring your friends. Get to know members of Donburn community.  Great exercise, even better coffee. Call 

or text Allison (Raf and Asher’s mum) 0400 984 288. Even if you’ve never tried, you can cheer us on. Kiddies and bubs 

welcome. 
 

CHIMES INDIAN RESTAURANT Located at 170 Belmore Road, Balwyn, Chimes offers you an opportunity to 
grasp its sumptuous look and savour their lip smacking delicacies! 10% of your bill will go towards the school and you 
will receive a 10% discount! ) Ph 9857 5858 for a reservation. 

 

Using the app - COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER APP  

Using the we link - https://donburn-vic.compass.education  

or click on the link on our web site -  www.donburn.vic.edu.au 

mailto:mops@holytrinitydoncaster.org.au
http://www.slamin.com.au
http://www.speedcube.com.au/

