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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! 

It has been a very smooth start to the year! The students have settled well into their new 

classes. Having the 4 extra rooms means that class sizes are back to the mid to low 20’s. I 

think the students and their teachers are enjoying this. 

Congratulations to the students for their enthusiasm, to the teachers for their in-depth 

preparation for class over the holidays and to all parents for your support in getting us off to 

a great start. Welcome to new staff members, Nichole Wan (Year 1), Bianca Mathews (Year 

5), Rashmi Beeherie (Year 6), Cass Whittington (Year 6), Mary Kim (LOTE) & Kate 

Enticott (Art & PE). Also welcome back to Catherine Pickford (Year 1). We wish all our 

new staff a successful time here at Donburn. 

The Foundation students started this week. They were all very excited to come to school 

and have settled in happily. It is clear that they have been well prepared for school. A credit 

to their families and their preschools! 

 

          



 I’m sure you would have noticed all the work that has occurred over the holidays. The new 

two storey building is in operation. The Year 5 students are loving the new rooms with the 

new furniture. The view from the upstairs rooms is spectacular. 

We had the gardens at the Colchester Road entrance landscaped. They are looking beautiful. 

And I’m sure you have all seen the structure over the basketball 

court. This roof is great with the extra shade. We’re also going to 

put a sound system under the roof so that we can have events such 

as our Easter Hat parade and End of Year concert. Thank you to 

Jarod Ryan for making all the trips over to Donburn during the 

January break to meet with the builders! 

HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR! 

We wish everyone a very Happy Lunar New Year on 10 February in the Year of the Dragon. 

The dragon is the noblest and most powerful sign in the Chinese Zodiac. In the Chinese 

culture, dragons symbolise imperial power, good fortune, power over weather and water, 

and a pioneering spirit. People born under the Year of the Dragon are powerful, kind-

hearted, successful, innovative, brave, healthy courageous and enterprising. They are great 

agents of change, as they always push the boundaries of their knowledge and skill, never 

feeling fully satisfied with their achievements. 

We have the Chinese Lion visiting the school on Friday 16 February. This is always a great 

event that everyone looks forward to each year! Thank you to Melody Lau (Madison Year 5) 

for organising the visit. 

 

 



 The Foundation and Year 6 Picnic will be held on the oval on Friday 9 February afternoon 

from 3.45 pm until 5.15 pm. Parents are welcome to bring chairs, a picnic rug and a meal/

snacks to eat. Please note this is strictly an alcohol-free event. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for the Foundation students to spend more time with their buddy and to meet 

other Donburn families and staff! 

Parent Information sessions outlining the programs for 2024 will be held next week on 

Wednesday 14 February 2024. Details will be sent out on Compass. 

Please take note of all the events listed in the newsletter. It is a very busy term! 

 

 Kind regards, 

     Julie 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TERM DATES 

February 

Friday   9 - Foundation & Year 6 Picnic 3:45pm - 5:15pm 

Wednesday 14 - Parent Information Evening 

Monday  19 - District Swimming 

Monday  26 - Donburn House Swimming (Years 3 - 6) 

 

March 

Thursday    7 - Year 5/6 Interschool Sport 

Monday  11 - Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 13 - NAPLAN begins (until Friday 22) 

Thursday  14 - Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 20 - School Photos (Day 1) 

Thursday  21 - School Photos (Day 2) 

Thursday  28 - Term Ends - 2:30pm dismissal 

 

April 

Monday  15 - Term 2 Begins 

If you have a concern at any time regarding any issue to do with the school please feel free to mention it to  

Julie Hoskin (Principal) or Jarod Ryan, Jess Bullen or Sue Fuller (Assistant Principals). 

Using the app - COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER APP  

Using the web link - https://donburn-vic.compass.education  

or click on the link on our web site -  www.donburn.vic.edu.au 

First day of Term 1, Years 1-6 Tuesday, 30 January 

Foundation students begin Monday, 5 February 

Public Holiday - Labour Day Monday, 11 March 

Term 1 Ends Thursday, 28 March 

SUNSMART! 

Hats must be 

worn  



 
ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER  

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for 

standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ 

Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy, describes how 

we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy 

also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided 

and withdrawn. We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on 

how we use Google Workspace for Education safely at the school and what 

parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the 

guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using 

Google Workspace for Education, please contact the school.  

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — 

information for parents. This information is also available in ten community 

languages: 

* Amharic 

* Arabic 

* Dari 

* Gujarati 

* Mandarin 

* Somali 

* Sudanese 

* Turkish 

* Urdu 

* Vietnamese 

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
file:///S:/.Donburn Newsletter/Donburnian/2024/Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy Donburn PS FINAL 2022.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents?Redirect=1
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents?Redirect=1


 
SUSTAINABILITY AT DONBURN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a delightful surprise our Donburn students had on arriving back to 

school last week. In the vegetable patch students were greeted with cheery 

sunflowers, fresh tomatoes, potatoes and herbs.   On Friday we started our 

2024 lunchtime Gardening Club and it was lovely to see so many students 

happy to be back helping in the garden with their friends.  

Gardening Club is held every Friday lunchtime and any student from 

Foundation to Year Six can pop in and be involved. Students do not need to 

be the sustainability classroom representative. Parents/carers are also 

welcome to join us. Last week we were busy watering before the hot 

weekend. 

Looking forward to seeing lots of students at Gardening Club. 

Sustainability Committee. 



We are SAFE, RESPECTFUL & POSITIVE LEARNERS at Donburn 

At Donburn we are proud to demonstrate the ‘SWPBS’ School Wide Positive Behaviour 

Support program. 

Students receive hoot tokens for demonstrating their positive, safe, and respectful 

behaviour, which celebrates the positive behaviour of the students. Once students fill a 

jar of ‘hoots’ they vote on a whole school reward.  

At the beginning of the new year 2024 it is important to have a friendly reminder about 

the best ways we can be respectful, safe and positive learners. 

What behaviour do I need to demonstrate to receive a hoot? 

If you keep the door open for a fellow student or teacher, you would receive a Respectful 

hoot. Daniel 3B 

If you tuck your chair in so nobody trips, you would receive a Safe hoot.  Ada 3B 

If you try your very best at everything you do, you would receive a Positive learner hoot. 

Ibrahim 3B 

Other ways to receive a hoot include: 

Speaking kindly 

Using manners 

Looking out for our friends 

Raising my hand 

Taking turns 

 

 

Andrea Sertori- Library Specialist Teacher 

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT (SWPBS) 



Hello Donburn Community,  

In the coming week your child will come home with 

an eSmart User Agreement form. It is important that 

you read through this agreement with your child as it 

outlines how they will be safe, responsible and ethical whilst using digital 

technology and the internet both in the classroom and at home. At the bottom 

of this form there is a space for both the parent/guardian and the student to 

sign once it has been read and discussed. These forms must be signed and 

returned to the classroom teacher as it is a condition of the students use of 

technology in their classroom and the school.  

Kathleen Woolfe 

 

(Copies of the eSmart User Agreement forms are on the following pages. Please note that there are 

separate forms for Foundation to Year 2, and Years 3 to 6). 

eSMART SPOTLIGHT 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 
COMPASS - HOW TO ADD ATTENDANCE NOTES 

 

If using a browser, follow 

these instructions. 

If using the App, tap on the 

Shortcuts button (the + sign 

at the bottom of the screen) 

to add an attendance note. 



 
COMPASS - HOW TO ADD ATTENDANCE NOTES 

 



 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or 

community group. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
The Department of Education and Donburn Primary School Council do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser or 

community group. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

CONTINENTAL MITCHAM - Stanley Chen (Parent) Director 582 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham  e: conti.mitcham@gmail.com   

www.continental-tyres.com.au 
 

CURRAWONG TENNIS CLUB (Cnr Reynolds & Springvale Roads, East Doncaster) Extensive Junior Coaching Junior 

Groups (5-18 years), Private Lessons, Friday Social, Friday Night Junior League, Weekend Competition, Holiday Programs 

& Round Robins, Free Trial and Ladies Mornings. Contact Club Coach Ultimate Tennis Training Gary Pitts 0404 028 104. 
 

MINDFULNESS CLASSES FOR KIDS to help kids balance stress, improve focus and concentration, reduce anxiety, 

decrease worry, help them cope with change and improve self-esteem. More details from Ryan parent), 

info@minderly.com.au or 0488100255  

RHSPORTS Donburn uniform items For School Donburn hats, you can order on-line and they will be shipped to you or 

free to the school. www.rhsports.com.au Shop 14/100 New Street Ringwood  Ph: 039870 1377  
 

INDIVIDUAL EYELASH EXTENSIONS Applied to each individual eyelash - No more mascara! Completely harmless to your 

natural lashes when applied correctly. Home based business in Donvale, professionally trained and qualified.  Call Bec 0430 

318 172. 

 

MENDING AND ALTERATIONS – Zips, hems, lengthening, shortening, taking-in or letting-out. Grandparents of Dean and 

Olivia, with over 50 years experience as a tailor and a dressmaker. Call Andrea on 9842 7860, East Doncaster. 

 

FACE MASKS – Comfort range or Designer Range. Australian Made and Owned. Non-medical grade masks. Shop 

at www.livingmasks.com.au or contact at info@livingmasks.com.au 

Kids Help   kidshelpline.com.au   phone 1800 55 1800 

Parent Line   betterhealth.vic.gov.au   phone 13 22 89 

Headspace   headspace.org.au    phone 1800 650 890 

eSafety Commissioner - esafety.gov.au - Advice for parents and carers to help   

           children have safe experiences online 

The Fathering Project - www.thefatheringproject.org - for some fun activities 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS TO KEEP HANDY 

mailto:info@minderly.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fscanmail.trustwave.com%2F%3Fc%3D4062%26d%3Duqni3GhcM0vs5hroIV53mDikyW9CCfosWgm-P5lwqw%26s%3D1411%26u%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww%252erhsports%252ecom%252eau%252f&data=02%7C01%7Choskin.julie.m%40edu
http://www.livingmasks.com.au/
mailto:info@livingmasks.com.au

